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Introduction

This small study emphasizes the TEXT of the Scripture rather than the
commentary on the Scripture.

As you read the text, over and over again, God (YHWH the Holy Spirit) will
teach directly in your heart.

There are twelve English translations and the original Hebrew text, as well
as the original Aramaic and Greek texts.

When you examine all these translations and original texts your confidence
in the Original Text of the Scripture must be or become absolute.  God’s
Word, the Scripture is infallible, inerrant, and authoritative. See
https://123biblestudy.com/scripture-eng .

Let us seek YHWH the Lord and let us reject anyone who teaches us that
the Bible (the Scripture) is untrustworthy.  Such doctrine comes from the
synagogue of Satan and has no truth in it.

When you read Psalm 82 in the English language only, you may err as all
translations are nothing but interpretation. Let us not confuse translations
with the Original Text of the Scripture. This is the purpose of writing this
small booklet study, namely, to understand the Scripture from its original
sources while we respect the translations at the same time. 

We disagree with all scholars who are teaching demonic doctrines
camouflaged as higher knowledge of the Scripture. They teach that
demons and spiritual powers are in control of our lives and Satan is the
ruler of this world. Satan is the ruler only over those who reject Christ and
also over the false believers. 90% of all confessing believers are not born-
again.

The Bible is simple and easy to understand. Children understand the Bible
better that older Christians because their spirits are not polluted by the
world cunning doctrines yet. Let us not lead them astray or place
stumbling blocks in their love and faith in YHWH Christ.

https://123biblestudy.com/scripture-eng
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Psalm 82:1-8 (New King James Version) 

1  God stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges among the
gods. 

2  How long will you judge unjustly, And show partiality to the wicked?
Selah 

3  Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

4  Deliver the poor and needy; Free them from the hand of the wicked. 

5  They do not know, nor do they understand; They walk about in
darkness; All the foundations of the earth are unstable. 

6  I said, "You are gods, And all of you are children of the Most High. 

7  But you shall die like men, And fall like one of the princes." 

8  Arise, O God, judge the earth; For You shall inherit all nations. 
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Psalm 82:1-8 (American Standard Version)

1  God standeth in the congregation of God; He judgeth among the gods. 

2  How long will ye judge unjustly, And respect the persons of the wicked?
Selah 

3  Judge the poor and fatherless: Do justice to the afflicted and destitute. 

4  Rescue the poor and needy: Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked. 

5  They know not, neither do they understand; They walk to and fro in
darkness: All the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6  I said, Ye are gods, And all of you sons of the Most High. 

7  Nevertheless ye shall die like men, And fall like one of the princes. 

8  Arise, O God, judge the earth; For thou shalt inherit all the nations. 
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Psalm 82:1-8 (Young’s Literal Translation)

1  God hath stood in the company of God, In the midst God doth judge. 

2  Till when do ye judge perversely? And the face of the wicked lift up?
Selah. 

3  Judge ye the weak and fatherless, The afflicted and the poor declare
righteous. 

4  Let the weak and needy escape, From the hand of the wicked deliver
them. 

5  They knew not, nor do they understand, In darkness they walk
habitually, Moved are all the foundations of earth. 

6  I have said, `Gods ye are, And sons of the Most High--all of you, 

7  But as man ye die, and as one of the heads ye fall, 

8  Rise, O God, judge the earth, For Thou hast inheritance among all the
nations! 
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NIV ESV NASB KJV HCSB
New International
Version

English Standard
Version

New American
Standard Version

King James
Version

Holman Christian
Standard Bible

1 A psalm of
Asaph. God
presides in the
great assembly; he
renders judgment
among the "gods":

1 God has taken
his place in the
divine council; in
the midst of the
gods he holds
judgment:

1 A Psalm of
Asaph. God takes
His stand in His
own congregation;
He judges in the
midst of the rulers.

1 A Psalm of
Asaph. God
standeth in the
congregation of
the mighty; he
judgeth among the
gods.

1 A psalm of
Asaph. God has
taken His place in
the divine
assembly; He
judges among the
gods:"

2 "How long will
you defend the
unjust and show
partiality to the
wicked?

2 “How long will
you judge unjustly
and show partiality
to the wicked?
Selah

2 How long will you
judge unjustly And
show partiality to
the wicked? Selah.

2 How long will ye
judge unjustly, and
accept the
persons of the
wicked? Selah.

2 How long will you
judge unjustly and
show partiality to
the wicked? Selah

3 Defend the weak
and the fatherless;
uphold the cause
of the poor and the
oppressed.

3 Give justice to
the weak and the
fatherless;
maintain the right
of the afflicted and
the destitute.

3 Vindicate the
weak and
fatherless; Do
justice to the
afflicted and
destitute.

3 Defend the poor
and fatherless: do
justice to the
afflicted and
needy.

3 Provide justice
for the needy and
the fatherless;
uphold the rights
of the oppressed
and the destitute.

4 Rescue the weak
and the needy;
deliver them from
the hand of the
wicked.

4 Rescue the weak
and the needy;
deliver them from
the hand of the
wicked.”

4 Rescue the weak
and needy; Deliver
them out of the
hand of the
wicked.

4 Deliver the poor
and needy: rid
them out of the
hand of the
wicked.

4 Rescue the poor
and needy; save
them from the
power of the
wicked."

5 "The 'gods' know
nothing, they
understand
nothing. They walk
about in darkness;
all the foundations
of the earth are
shaken.

5 They have
neither knowledge
nor
understanding,
they walk about in
darkness; all the
foundations of the
earth are shaken.

5 They do not
know nor do they
understand; They
walk about in
darkness; All the
foundations of the
earth are shaken.

5 They know not,
neither will they
understand; they
walk on in
darkness: all the
foundations of the
earth are out of
course.

5 They do not
know or
understand; they
wander in
darkness. All the
foundations of the
earth are shaken.

6 "I said, 'You are
"gods"; you are all
sons of the Most
High.'

6 I said, “You are
gods, sons of the
Most High, all of
you;

6 I said, "You are
gods, And all of
you are sons of the
Most High.

6 I have said, Ye
are gods; and all of
you are children of
the most High.

6 I said, "You are
gods; you are all
sons of the Most
High.

7 But you will die
like mere mortals;
you will fall like
every other ruler."

7 nevertheless,
like men you shall
die, and fall like
any prince.”

7 "Nevertheless
you will die like
men And fall like
any one of the
princes."

7 But ye shall die
like men, and fall
like one of the
princes.

7 However, you
will die like men
and fall like any
other ruler."

8 Rise up, O God,
judge the earth,
for all the nations
are your
inheritance.

8 Arise, O God,
judge the earth;
for you shall inherit
all the nations!

8 Arise, O God,
judge the earth!
For it is You who
possesses all the
nations.

8 Arise, O God,
judge the earth:
for thou shalt
inherit all nations.

8 Rise up, God,
judge the earth,
for all the nations
belong to You.
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Hebrew Original Text
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Hebrew Original Text with vowels 
Psalm 82:1-8
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Hebrew Original Text and Translation
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The Hebrew Text parsed and referenced 
according to Strong’s Numbers
Psalm 82:1
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Psalm 82:3
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Psalm 82:3



Psalm 82:1-8 Text and Comments Page 15 of  32

Psalm 82:4
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Psalm 82:5
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Psalm 82:6
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Psalm 82:7
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Psalm 82:8
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Peshitta Original Aramaic Oldest Translation of the Hebrew Text
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Peshitta Aramaic Oldest Translation of the Hebrew Text Translation

1 God stands in the assembly of the Angels and among the Angels he will
judge.

2 How long will you vindicate evil and accept the face of the wicked?

3 Judge the orphans and the afflicted and justify the poor and the meek.

4 Save the poor and the afflicted from the hand of the wicked.

5 For they have not known neither are they wise; they have been walking in
darkness and all the foundations of the Earth are moved!

6 I have said, "You are gods; you are all children of The Highest!

7 Therefore, you will die like children of men and you will fall like each of
the princes."

8 Arise, oh God, and judge the Earth, because you will inherit all the
nations! 
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Targum Onkelos Aramaic Translation of the Hebrew Text Translation

Psalm 82

1. A hymn composed by Asaph. 

God, his presence abides in the assembly of the righteous who are strong
in Torah; he will give judgment in the midst of the righteous judges.

2. How long, O wicked, will you judge falsely, and lift up the faces of the
wicked forever?

3. Judge the poor and the orphan; acquit the needy and the poor.

4. Save the poor and needy, from the hands of the wicked deliver them.

5. They do not know how to do good, and they do not understand the
Torah, they walk in darkness; because of this, the pillars of the earth’s
foundations shake.

6. I said, “You are reckoned as angels, and all of you arelike angels of the
height.”

7. But truly you will die like the sons of men; and like one of the leaders you
will fall.

8. Arise, O Lord, judge all the inhabitants of the earth; for you will possess
all the Gentiles.
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LXX The Septuagint Greek Second Oldest Translation of the Hebrew

Psalm 82

82:1 (LXX 81:1) R"8:ÎH Jè  !F"N Ò 2,ÎH §FJ0 ¦< FL<"(T(±  2,ä< ¦< :XFå *¥
2,@×H *4"6D\<,4

82:2 (LXX 81:2) ªTH B`J, 6D\<,J, �*46\"< 6"Â BD`FTB" �:"DJT8ä<
8":$V<,J, *4VR"8:"

82:3 (LXX 81:3) 6D\<"J, ÏDN"<Î< 6"Â BJTP`< J"B,4<Î< 6"Â BX<0J" *46"4fF"J,

82:4 (LXX 81:4) ¦>X8,F2, BX<0J" 6"Â BJTP`< ¦6 P,4DÎH �:"DJT8@Ø  ÕbF"F2,

82:5 (LXX 81:5) @Û6 §(<TF"< @Û*¥ FL<­6"< ¦< F6`J,4 *4"B@D,b@<J"4
F"8,L2ZF@<J"4 BV<J" J� 2,:X84" J­H (­H

82:6 (LXX 81:6) ¦(ã ,ÉB" 2,@\ ¦FJ, 6"Â LÊ@Â ßR\FJ@L BV<J,H

82:7 (LXX 81:7) ß:,ÃH *¥ ñH �<2DTB@4 �B@2<¯F6,J, 6"Â ñH ,ÍH Jä< �DP`<JT<
B\BJ,J,

82:8 (LXX 81:8) �<VFJ" Ò 2,`H 6DÃ<@< J¬< (­< ÓJ4 F× 6"J"680D@<@:ZF,4H ¦<
B�F4< J@ÃH §2<,F4<

The Septuagint is of extreme value both in the translation of the Hebrew
original text and also in the interpretation which was done by pious and
faithful Jewish rabbis around the year 200 B.C.

It is noteworthy that the later rabbis, who rejected the Messiah Jesus, also
rejected the Septuagint as it pointed a clear light to the Messiah Jesus
prophecies.
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Commentary

Asaph wrote twelve of the psalms : Psalm 50; Psalm 73; Psalm 74; Psalm
75; Psalm 76; Psalm 77; Psalm 78; Psalm 79; Psalm 80; Psalm 81; Psalm
82; Psalm 83.

Psalm 82:1 God stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges
among the gods. 

This verse refers to YHWH God as the Supreme Ruler; the Ruler of those
that rule; the God to whom all powers and magistrates, however exalted in
rank, are responsible and accountable.

The term “God - Elohim” stands in the congregation of the mighty ...” does
not mean either that YHWH God is a member of such congregation, or that
YHWH God presides over such council, or that YHWH God approves. 

It means rather that YHWH God sees, observes, and watches everything
and in every council or congregation, there is God watching intimately
everything that goes on. 

YHWH God is omniscient not only in the past before the creation by virtue
of His Decree, but also He is existentially omniscient.

This verse indicates also that YHWH God allows free moral agents, the
angels and men to plan evil and to accomplish evil.  YHWH God will not
stop what men are doing because God respects the moral freedom of
mankind. However at the same time, God protects His children who are
abused and oppressed.

Isaiah 45:5-7 “I am the LORD, and there is no other; There is no God
besides Me. I will gird you, though you have not known Me, That they may
know from the rising of the sun to its setting That there is none besides Me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other; I form the light and create darkness,
I make peace and create calamity; I, the LORD, do all these things.”

James 1:2-4 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing.”
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YHWH God is supreme over all powers and authorities.
He holds the rulers, the kings, the judges and everyone responsible to
Himself.

g The word rendered congregation is that which is commonly applied to
the assembly of the people of Israel. It is considered as an organized or
political body. Here, it is the congregation of the ruling party and their
powers.

The term "Congregation of the mighty," or "Congregation of God," or
"Company of God," or "Divine Council," or "His own congregation," or
"Divine Assembly" is properly translated in the Septuagint LXX as "the
synagogue of the gods." Thus the Septuagint and the Revised King James
Version had the best translation of this expression. The Septuagint, in this
verse, rendered the best and most accurate meaning.

Remember, gods means powerful and mighty people or powerful angels.
Thus, they are called “Elohim.”

Tyrants and warlords are described as gods.

g Why are these powerful rulers (magistrates) described as gods?

The Apostle Paul explained this in Romans 13:1-6 "Let every soul be
subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who
resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to
good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do
what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he is God's
minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear
the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on
him who practices evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only because of
wrath but also for conscience' sake. For because of this you also pay
taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing." 
Compare also, Psalm 82:6. In Exodus 21:6; 22:8,9,28.

g  The Term "Elohim" has several meanings in the plural form and one
meaning in the singular form. 

  If "Elohim" is used for a singular proper person, then it definitely refers to
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YHWH God.

  If "Elohim" is used to refer to a group of people, then could means :

A. Elohim could mean mighty individuals.

B. Elohim could mean angels. This can be seen in the reference of
worshiping angels who would be fallen angels (high ranks of demons
through their idols) as mentioned in Hebrews 1:6. 

Hebrews 2:7 refers to the ranking of these high angels, "You made him a
little lower than the angels." (The English translation is inaccurate in
Hebrew 2:7.)

Psalm 8:5 “For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You
have crowned him with glory and honor.”

The translators repeated the expression "made him a little lower than the
angels" in the Aramaic, the Septuagint LXX, the Latin Vulgate, the Syriac,
and the Arabic translations. 

This expression is repeated in Hebrews 2:7-9 “You have made him a little
lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, And
set him over the works of Your hands. You have put all things in subjection
under his feet. For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under
him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of
God, might taste death for everyone.”

However, Gesenius renders it, "You has caused Him to want but little of
God; that is, thou hast made him but little lower than God." This latter
translation is more of a natural and compatible construction. Most other
translations apply the term to angels, as in Psalm 82:1.

Preachers and Bible scholars who use only the English language or
another local language translations probably will err in their theology
because the English translations confuse God with angels and people who
all can be called Elohim. 

Also, Preacher and Bible scholars who use the false Bible books, namely,
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the Apocrypha, the Pseudoepigrapha, and the Lost Books of the Bible will
definitely err because these false Bible books teach about a demonic
world mixed and cleaved to and with humans throughout history. This is
false teaching stemming from Kabalists who are Jews adopting Eastern
and demonic teachings.

Psalm 97 shows us that the word "Elohim" is used as "gods" or "angels." 

Psalm 97:7 "Let all be put to shame who serve carved images, Who boast
of idols. Worship Him, all you gods (Elohim)." The Septuagint LXX
translated it as "Worship Him, all you angels."

The context in Psalm 97 suggests also the possibility of men who are
believers. And it is quoted in Hebrews 1:6 “But when He again brings the
firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him."”

C. Elohim could mean Children of God, the elect people who are truly born
again. 

John 10:34, 35 "Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your law, 'I said,
"You are gods" '? If He called them gods, to whom the Word of God came
and the Scripture cannot be broken."

D. Elohim could mean leaders and lords such as in the example of Moses
who became related to Aaron as God to His prophet (Exodus 4:16), and to
Pharaoh as God to His creature (Exodus 7:1). 

E. Elohim could mean Men who rule and have dominion over all the earth;
all the animals, all the birds, plants, and all the rocks therein. Men are
superior to the animals, the birds, the plants, and the rocks. In this sense,
men are Elohim to the earth.

F. Elohim could mean judges or rulers over the nation or over other
people.
 
Jeremiah addresses rulers, "Thus says YHWH the Lord: "Execute
judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the
oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the
fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood" (Jeremiah 22:3). 

Exodus 21:6 refers to powerful judges of the land, "before the gods
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(Elohim)."

G. Elohim could hyperbolically include all creatures who are created in the
image of God with free moral agency, such as humans and angels.

hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:2  How long will you judge unjustly, And show partiality to the
wicked? Selah 

The ruling powers whether angelic or humans are described as unjust,
oppressive, and partial in the administration of justice. They favors people
of rank, money, and position.

As the term "Elohim" could represent the "Judges."

Moses and Jehoshaphat urged their judges to the discharge of duty in all
honestly as before YHWH God, "Take heed what ye do: for you judge not
for man, but for YHWH the Lord, who is with you in the judgment.
Wherefore now let the fear of YHWH the Lord be upon you; take heed and
do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor respect of persons,
nor taking of gifts" (2 Chron 19:6, 7 and Deuteronomy 1:16).

hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:3  Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted
and needy. 

This verse refers to YHWH God as the helper of the poor and fatherless,
hence the reminder and exhortation of the high calling of these judges.

Compare Exodus 22:22; Deuteronomy 10:18; Isaiah 1:17; Psalm 68:5; 82:3;
Jeremiah 49:11; Hosea 14:3; Malachi 3:5; James 1:27. 

This verse also refers to the righteous, who are usually (or always) poor,
needy, and afflicted. 

The word here rendered "poor" means more properly, afflicted,
distressed, needy. Compare Job 34:28; Psalm 18:27; 22:24; 25:16. 

This word is rendered in Psalm 9:12; 10:12 as "humble" which can indicate
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their humiliated condition.

The wicked rich and powerful had rejected and humiliated those righteous
men and women who, in circumstances of poverty, depression, want, trial,
had no other resource, and who had sought their comfort in YHWH God,
their only helper and friend. 

hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:4  Deliver the poor and needy; free  them from the hand of the
wicked. 

These verses are a statement of the duties of the rulers and the
magistrates, particularly to the poor, the fatherless, the needy, and the
afflicted.

hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:5 They do not know, nor do they understand; They walk about
in darkness; All the foundations of the earth are unstable. 

These rulers, judges and magistrates, whether humans possessed by
demons, are described as ignorant, and as walking in darkness.
*/
These powerful rulers are described as :

1) They know not, i.e., they are ignorant.
2) They do not want to know the truth or the facts.
3) They understand not, i.e., they are stupid.
4) They understand not, i.e., they do not want to understand.
5) They are unjust.
6) They are partial for their own interest.
7) They are politically driven for their own self-gain and profit.

One should wonder how these people were appointed or were elect to
their powerful positions?

Yes, YHWH God allows our wrong choices in these corrupt and powerful
political leaders.
In America we are living under such powerful politicians and magistrates
which is the demise of our beloved land and nation.
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hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:6 “I said, "You are gods, and all of you are children of the Most
High.”

"I have said, you are gods" : See the comments on Psalm 82:1 above
regarding the meaning of the word "Elohim" as "gods". 

Asaph (YHWH God) gave them this title" which means "I have conferred on
you an appellation which indicates your power and authority over men;
your decisions affects the lives of people.

The expression you are gods means you are judges, rulers and in charge
over the people.

John 10:34 "Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your law, 'I said,
"You are gods" ' ?" 

Psalm 82:6 makes the case crystal clear by making all believers (true born
from above) sons of the Most High" to be "gods" by adoption.

They had a rank which entitled them to the appellation of "gods," and were
the representatives of the Most High on earth.

hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:7 “But you shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.”

YHWH God is reminding them that they are human and fragile. They
assumed with blind conceit that they are powerful beyond measure, but
God is reminding them of their end.

This verse reminds these powers that they are mere mortal people. 

Even if these rulers and magistrates are inspired or controlled by demonic
entities, they and these fallen angels shall have their day of judgement
when they are thrown in the lake of fire together.
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hhh�hhh

Psalm 82:8 “Arise, O God, judge the earth; For You shall inherit all
nations.”

This is a call on God to arise and to execute judgment in the earth, for
YHWH alone is the Supreme Ruler, and the nations, with all their interests,
pertain to Him.

YHWH God is the true Ruler not only of Judea (Israel) but of all the nations.

Luke 18:3-8 “Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him,
saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.' And he would not for a
while; but afterward he said within himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor
regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by
her continual coming she weary me.' " Then the Lord said, "Hear what the
unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day
and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 
I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"”

Romans 12:19 "Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place
to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord." 

Revelation 6:10 "And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?"" 
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