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Our mission                                               
To encourage creativity, 

innovation and excellence by raising, 

managing and allocating financial resources 

to enhance learning for all who reside in, or 

are served by the ISD 719 community.
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Friends of the Foundation

Dear Friends,

This is a very exciting time to be connected with the Laker Educational Foundation.  Because of your 
generosity and commitment, it has been a successful year. We are truly blessed to live in a community 
that has always placed a tremendous value on the education of its children.  Your allegiance to 
continue the strong tradition of educational excellence and outstanding student achievement has been 
overwhelming.  

We would like to take this time to highlight our year and to let you know what is in store for 2016. We 
have had two grant cycles, spring and fall.  We were fortunate to be able to approve funding to fulfill 
the following grants:  Library Makerspaces were purchased for Grainwood and Redtail Ridge; in our 
tradition of inspiring innovation, we were able to fund a DSLR camera to create high-quality images 
to recreate using Fab Lab technology at Prior Lake High School; we were part of the Raptor Data 
Integration program at the two middle schools, we helped with the Sandwich Project; we purchased 
exercise balls for 7th grade math classes; we were able to contribute to an outdoor classroom for nature-
based kindergarten; read and ride and read and pedal bikes were purchased for a few elementary and 
secondary classrooms.   Additionally, we were able to fund a fishing program for seniors in our area 
through the Let’s Go Fishing program partnering with Scott County.  We will be helping to create 
a 21st century flexible learning environment for students as a pilot project at Glendale Elementary, 
provide audio support for secondary class assessments, provide educational tools for active learners 
at St. Michael’s and purchase digital balances for 8th grade science classrooms so that students will be 
able to take measurements in a wide variety of labs.  A wireless document camera and a F.L.I.R. camera 
will be purchased and Scholastic Math magazines will be provided for Twin Oaks Middle School.  The 
foundation also approved funding for weighted tools for creative play in the early childhood/preschool 
environment which provides organizing sensory input for special needs students to help them focus and 
build their school readiness skills.

We held our 2nd Annual Blue Jeans Ball on a rainy fall evening, but inside it was warm and inviting.  
Our event was held locally this year at the MN Horse & Hunt Club in Prior Lake.  Our fun-filled evening 
featured a live and silent auction, games including heads & tails with a grand prize from D. Copperfield’s, 
and even a “Dessert Dash”.  The Horse & Hunt Club provided an excellent dinner concluding with na-
tionally renowed comedian John Bush.  Thank you to all who attended and gave so generously.  It was a 
perfect night!   Planning is already underway for our third annual event.  Stay tuned for 2016 details!  

It is so rewarding to be able to follow our mission to encourage creativity, innovation and excellence in 
education and we thank all of you who have given so generously and worked so diligently to ensure the 
foundation’s success.  We offer our heartfelt thanks.

All the best in 2016!  

The LEF Board of Directors
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Let’s Go Fishing - Scott County Area 
Chapter
Scott County is now able to provide seniors and 
the disabled, fishing and boat excursions on Cedar 
Lake.  

Wireless Document Camera
A wireless document camera was purchased for 
use in the Hidden Oaks Middle School Industrial 
Technology Classes.  The camera will seamlessly 
be incorporated into the curriculum and will 
replace lessons on the overhead projector.  With 
class units such as sketching and drawing, the 
document camera will be used on a daily basis.

Outdoor Classroom

Outdoor Nature Based Kindergarten 
Classroom
We are funding an outdoor classroom space to 
integrate nature into the kindergarten classroom.  
Playing in nature creates endless opportunities for 
discovery and creativity.

Ready Bodies, Learning Minds
Weighted tools will be provided for creative play 
in the early childhood/preschool environment 
to provide organizing sensory input for special 
needs students in order for them to focus, attend 
and build their school readiness skills.  The plan 
is to see students able to integrate with their 
mainstream peers without disruption and start to 
build the foundational skills for better academic 
success through elementary school and beyond.

Inspiring Entrepreneurship & 
Innovation
We funded the purchase a Canon EOS Rebel T5i 
DSLR camera to be used to create high-quality 
images to recreate using Fab Lab technology. 
We also funded a light box to assist in producing 
quality, intricate decals, t-shirt designs and signs.

Digital Balances 8th Grade Science
Digital balances were purchased to be used in the 8th 
grade Earth Science class at Hidden Oaks Middle 
School.  Students are able to make measurements in 
a wide variety of labs utilizing technology that is 21st 
century appropriate.

Sandwiches
The 8th grade students assembled sandwiches to 
donate to the Sandwich Project of Minneapolis. The 
students goal was to assemble 5000 sandwiches to 
donate.

7th Grade Math Exercise Balls 
Exercise balls will be incorporated as substitute 
chairs in 7th grade math class. The balls help stu-
dents to focus and get some exercise in the process.



Library Makerspaces
This library makerspaces project consists of 
supplying materials that allow students to build, 
create and explore. These makerspaces 
complement our district E-STEM initiatives 
by encouraging students to use engineering 
skills in creative ways. The project provides 
opportunities in all elementary schools.
 
Scholastic Math Magazine
Scholastic Math is a print and online magazine 
that helps students relate math to the real world.  
A 10- issue magazine and a class set will be 
ordered (35 magazines) which can be used year 
after year.  There is also an online platform 
that comes free with the subscription where 
worksheets can be assigned.  These will be 
used as a supplement for our curriculum.  

Educational Tools for Active Learners
This will provide additional outlets for kines-
thetic learners during instructional and inde-
pendent study time as well as during partner 
work. By adding balance boards, exercise balls, 
swinging and standing desks, students will have 
additional resources to keep them actively mov-
ing while being intellectually focused in the 
classroom, increasing time on task, increased 
focus and improved test/assessment scores.

Innovation, Creativity, Excellence Supporting  
Education
Raptor Data Integration
Student exposure to real time data (Bald Eagle 
Blood Lead Levels) and analysis of the blood 
level data from 2010-present to look for trends 
and possible sources of lead entry into the 
environment.  Students also attend two capstone 
presentations on the concept of bioaccumulation 
and effects on populations and communities.  
Students observe and gather evidence of 
adaptations, feeding habits, and behaviors of real 
raptors. The program encompasses the district 
E-STEM focus.
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Sandwich Project

Library Makerspaces

Library Makerspaces

Spanish Book Reading at Library



Read & Ride Program
The Read and Ride program is designed to engage students in learning through a combination of 
movement and reading. Research has shown students who ride while reading are better able to release 
frustration, which is often a learning block, and helps to increase reading proficiency in riders.  During the 
last grant cycle, we funded five of these bikes to Five Hawks Elementary with huge success.
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Bikes for Reading and Exercise at
Five Hawks Elementary last grant cycle.

Read and Pedal
In every classroom there are active students who profess to not like to read. Many times it is the 
student’s lack of constructive movement that can impede their learning and success with reading.  This 
program is designed to engage these students and increase reading proficiency using different equipment 
than the Read and Ride program.

Elementary Flexible Furniture
The goal will be to replace current student desks with tables with wheels to create a 21st century flexible 
learning environment for students.  This will be a pilot project at Glendale Elementary.

F.L.I.R. Camera & Support Technology
By using a F.L.I.R camera, the ideas of diffusion and heat dispersal will come to life in front of students 
in real time.  Pictures and videos can be taken of heat moving and interacting in a variety of substrates.  

Audio Support for Secondary Class Assessments
The goal is to develop a system and data bank of audio support for social studies and science tests at the 
secondary level.  The desired outcome includes increased satisfaction for student with Section 504 plans 
who need tests read to them, reduced demand on para’s to read at all times, to students with varied educa-
tional needs, support available in case of absence, and less student resistance to accepting the accommo-
dations because it is more meaningful to them.  The ultimate desired outcome is higher classroom assess-
ment scores.



Event Sponsors and D
onors

Event Sponsors
D. Copperfeld Jeweler
Klein Bank, Prior Lake
Knotty Oar Marina
PowerPlay
Prior Lake-Savage 
   Optimist Club
Rotary Club of Prior Lake

Event Donors
ACME Comedy Co. 
Apple Valley Jewelers 
Artisan Bistro & Bar 
Brackett’s Crossing 
Brave New Workshop 
Cabana Tan 
Carlson’s ACE Hardware 
Chanhassen Dinner 
   Theater 
Charlie’s on Prior
Chuck & Don’s 
Cifelli’s Salon & Spa
Cindy & Leo Le
City of Prior Lake Police  
   Dept. 
Club Z 
Connie Dueffert
CS2 TC Home of Comedy
   Sportz 

Cosmopolitan
   Orthodontics
D Copperfield’s
Eileen’s Cookies 
Finish Line Wellness
Five Hawks Elementary
   PTC 
Fong’s Restaurant
Freddy’s Steakburger
Glewwe’s Castle
    Brewery 
Grainwood Elementary
   PTC 
Guthrie Theater
Heartland Tire/Good 
   Year 
Honest 1 Auto
Rick Bronson’s House
    of Comedy 
Illusion Theater
Immanuel Lutheran 
   Church
Jean Golden
Jeffers Pond
    Elementary PTC 
John Bossardt
Jungle Theater
Kevin Burkart

KWIK Trip Prior Lake &
    Savage 
La Belle Boutique
Leanne Weyrauch
Learning RX
Maple Hill Pottery 
Michael Lorinser 
Michael’s Cycles
MN Valley Garden Center 
MN Lynx Foundation 
MN Twins 
MN Vikings
MN Wild
New Market Bank
Old Log Theater
The Petschl’s
PLSAS Activities Dept.
PLSAS CE Coordinators
PLSAS CES Advisory/Staff
PLSAS Community Ed
PLSAS High School
    Administrators 
PLSAS Middle School 
   Administrators 
PLSAS Elementary 
    Administrators 
Prior Lake-Savage 
   Education Assoc. 
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PowerPlay 
Premier Dance Studio
Prior Lake Cigar
Prior Lake Rental
Singewald’s ATA 
   Black Belt Academy 
Smashburger
Speedpro Imaging of 
   Eden Prairie
Sport Clips
St. Paul Saints
Stages Theatre Co.
Starbucks
Teresa’s Restaurant
The Pointe
The Vintage Gypsy
Vanity Hair Salon
    & Boutique
Village Liquor
Duayne Wincell
W Social Fit
Wagner Brother’s 
   Orchard
Wenck Construction
Youth Performance
   Company



Dr. Harry and 
  Janine Alcorn
Ames Construction
Lori and Pete Anderson
Tom and Sharon 
  Anderson
Anonymous Donor
Tim and Rhonda Arends
Dr. Mike Babcock and 
   Dr. Tom Morgan
Bakken Homes
Bob and Gail Barsness
Julie and Lee Bernick
John Bossardt
Dave and Amy Card
Dr. Scott and Debbie   
  Carlson
Julie and Scott 
  Christensen
Mike and Barb Cox 
Edina Realty, Rachel 
  VanDenBoom
David and Amy Fong, 
   D. Fong’s, Savage
Darwin and Sandra 
  Fosse 
Glendale Elem. PTC
Rich and Lynda Gross, 
  ReMax Realty
Jack and Mary Haugen 
Martha Hoover
Deno and Jim Howard
Bryce and Kathy 
  Huemoeller
Integra Telecom
Rita Wollner Jensen and 
  Steve Jensen
Kevin and Marjorie Johns,
   Fantastic Sam’s
Dr. Christine and Jeff 
  Kletti
Kari and Charley Klima
Jen and Scott Laurienzo
Cindy and Leo Le, 
  Fong’s Restaurant
Lucy and Steve LeMay
Todd and Kelly Loose
Nancy and Allan Mastro

Jim and Rosemary 
  McCarty
John and Stephanie 
  Muench
Mike and Kristin 
  Murray
Mary and Subra 
  Nagarajan
New Market Bank,   
  Dan Ringstad 
NOREX
Jon and Denise Norton
Joe and April Passofaro
Gayle and Steve Potas
Prior Lake Optimist 
  Club
Prior Lake-Savage 
  Education Association
Prior Lake State Bank
Marjee and Bill 
   Righeimer
Steve and Michelle 
   Sammis
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Steve and Lee Shimek
Smiles of Distinction, 
   Dr. Dave and Jan Linde
Tom and Kathy Snouffer
Dr. Les and Patty 
   Sonnabend
Jim and Liz Speiker, 
   Speiker & Co. LTD
Leigh Ann and Neil 
  Stock
Mary and Paul Viereck
Mary Frances Walker
David and Gloria 
  Warner
Dr. Tom and Betsy 
  Westerhaus
WestWood Elem. PTC
Leanne Weyrauch
Dan and Tracey White
Paul and Gwen Wick
Val and Rhonda Zweber

E-STEM in Action 



2015 D
onors

VISIONARY 
$20,000+

TRUSTEE 
$5,000-$9,999
Norex-Ron Haberkorn

PATRON 
$1,000-$4,999
Fidelity
Anonymous
Babcock & Morgan
Bob & Gail Barsness 
Jennifer Everson
Jack & Kyle Haugen
Integra
Prior Lake-Savage Optimist 
   Club
Prior Lake Rotary

BENEFACTOR 
$500-$999
Chase Family 
Rich & Sheridan Hafdal 
Klein Bank
Knotty Oar Marina
PLSEA
Amy Weimerskirch

PARTNER 
$250-$499
Les & Patty Sonnabend
Diane Ramsey
Speiker & Co
Wells Fargo

CONTRIBUTOR 
$100-$249
Robert & Susan Beck
Michael Bateman
Julie Bowles
Dave & Amy Card 
Kim Churchill
Dee Dee Francis
Huemoeller & Gontarek
Marge Kinney 
Blaine Kriesel Jr.
David & Janet Linde 
Kris Lolling
Mitch Long
Redtail Ridge PTC
Margie Righeimer
Chip Sharrat
Bradley Soderberg
Paul & Sheila Stahler 
Barry & Lorna Stock 
Leanne & Jack Weyrauch
Dawn Yost
Larry & Joan Zielke 

FRIENDS
Lauren Algyer
Benevity Community
Karn Carlson
Dave & Kelley Chromy 
Jim Dellwo
Pat & Rosemary Devitt 
Barbara Edwards 
Lori Frank
Pat Heaney
Leah Hillmer
Adam Hjerpe
Taylor Jacobson-Pearson
Nicholas Jaeb
Dawn & Freddie Jenkins 
Kaitlyn Kern
Jennifer Laurienzo
Claire Logeais
Bob & Mary Miller 
Paul & Sheila Olson
Mark & Laura Schroeder
Mallory Stoll
Ethan Wade
Karoline Warner
Gwen & Paul Wick 
April Henry & John Yonker 

Our accomplishments 
are made possible only 
through your generous 
support. Thank You!

Raptor Data Integration



Lana Beam
Brad Bulver
Paula Gaffney
Heather Nelson
Karleen Ruesink
Brian Schleisman
Darlene Schuman
Sam Steinberg

Gratitude Greeting & 
Teacher Tribute Recipients

Donations Made in 
Memory of
The Mother of Tina Eisinger
Ethel Mae Wrought
Kathy McCord
Memory of Kari Klima and 
   Sue Heaton
Regina Witt
Arthur Kunze
Robert A. Peterson
Patricia Kuykendall
Becky Durham
Gerald Simon
Father of Nancy Rausch 
Daughter of Karen Nau
Father of Katie Haycraft’
David Burroughs 

Volunteers
To the many volunteers that helped at 
our 2nd annual Blue Jeans Ball, the list 
was too numerous to name but we wish 
to thank all of  you for help making it 
such a success!

G
ra

tit
ud

e 
G

re
et

in
gs

 a
nd

 T
ea

ch
er

 T
ri

bu
te

s

Did you know the foundation funds
Educators of Excellence, Outstanding 
Service & Leadership Awards?
Provides funding to ISD 719 to recognize 
several teachers and educational support 
staff in excellence, leadership and creative 
initiative. 



Donations Made in 
Memory of
The Mother of Tina Eisinger
Ethel Mae Wrought
Kathy McCord
Memory of Kari Klima and 
   Sue Heaton
Regina Witt
Arthur Kunze
Robert A. Peterson
Patricia Kuykendall
Becky Durham
Gerald Simon
Father of Nancy Rausch 
Daughter of Karen Nau
Father of Katie Haycraft’
David Burroughs 

YOU 
MAKE A  

DIFFERENCE 
Your donations made possible 

230 grants totalling $278,361 with 
countless student 

learning experiences.

				                                              General                Targeted
					     2015		            Funds	             DonationsSupport and Revenues:			 
Contributions			          $  16,686 	                    $  16,686	           
Targeted Donations*	                    $  33,000 	                     	                          $ 33,000
Special Events	                               $  22,800	                     $  22,800	               
Interest Income	                    $       213	                     $       213 	  _______
Total Support and Revenue           $  72,699 	                     $  39,699              $ 33,000   		
 	
Expenses:			 
Program Services & Grants	        $  18,743 		         $  18,743
Targeted Donation Expenses	        $  35,000 	                                                $ 35,000
Administrative & General	        $    9,117 	                    $    9,117                
Special Events	                               $  14,121 	                    $  14,121             _______                 
Total Expenses	                    $  76,981   	         $  41,981 	 $ 35,000
			 
Change in Net Assets:	        $   11,063	                    
Net assets, beginning of year       $305,592 	
Net assets, end of year     	 $316,655	
	

Statement of Activities
For the year ending December 31, 2015

*Targeted donations are donor-dedicated funds for specific purposes 
that we administer and support.
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Help us ensure the Laker Educational Foundation’s programs will ben-
efit generations of students to come.

Together, we can make an impact and support the academic achieve-
ment of all district students.

The Laker Educational Foundation is an independent 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that is funded primarily by tax-deductible contributions from individu-
als, businesses and community organizations. The Foundation also con-
ducts or participates in multiple fund raising events designed to bring the 
community together in support of academic excellence. Each Spring and 
Fall, the Laker Educational Foundation awards grants to deserving projects 
or programs that will uniquely and materially enhance education.  

Ways to be involved 
and contribute

 • Make a tax-deductible donation

• Pledge contributions for five years

• Utilize corporate matching 
  with your non-profit contribution

• Join other donors in making payroll  
   pledge contributions through your 
   employer

• Make an endowment contribution for 
  the future

• Express your appreciation for a teacher, 
  coach, administrator or community 
  leader by sending a gratitude greeting

• Send a memorial contribution to the 
  Laker Educational Foundation in 
  memory of friends and loved ones 

• Take part in the Legacy Circle for 
  individuals who have established an
  estate provision, trust, annuity, or other 
  deferred gift

• Volunteer for an event, committee, or 
  become a member of the board

Dan Patch 5K Pace & 
1-mile Fun Run
June 25, 2016 9:00 am
Lifetime Fitness – Savage
Students $15, Adults $20, 
1-mile $10
Register online at 
www.lakerfoundation.org

3rd Annual 
Laker Educational Foundation’s
Blue Jeans Ball
October 21, 2016
MN Horse & Hunt Club, Prior Lake
Details to be announced
Tickets available at:
www.lakerfoundation.org

Save the Dates

Help us make an impact!

Please notify the foundation at 952.226.0063 if we inadvertently misstated 
your donation, pledge or listing. Every effort has been made to ensure 

accuracy. Please accept our apologies for any omission or error.

To register for any of these events, contact: www.lakerfoundation.org • 952.226.0063

www.lakerfoundation.org 

Creating a Path to the Future
The Laker Educational Foundation will be embarking on a comprehensive planning process to develop a 3-5 year 
strategic plan based on our mission.  If interested in joining in this process, please call 952.226.0063 or send an 
email to:  lakeredfoundation@gmail.com


