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Ms. Lisa Giovannetti

Conference Period 2
Lgiovannetti@ggusd.us

Course Title: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED THEATRE ARTS/ STAGE PRODUCTION

 (Drama 2,3,4 & Stage Production) (Grades 10-12)
Course Description:  
This course builds on the basic theatre knowledge gained from Beginning Theatre Arts. Emphasis is placed first on developing a better understanding of onstage techniques and backstage technical requirements to emphasizing advanced theatre techniques through practical application.  Students are involved in children’s theatre, showcase performances, as well as acting competitions, festivals, conferences, etc. Drama 3-4 students are involved in all aspects of major play production. Some out-of-class rehearsal time is required; these rehearsals, tech days, and performance attendance are mandatory. Stage Production students will work on all “behind the scenes” aspects including stage management, directing and design.
Course Prerequisite: C or better in Drama 1 or by audition (No Pre-Req for Stage Production)
  Course Overview:  

          Intermediate/Advanced Theatre Arts/Stage Production students are required to:

· Perform/work in the following throughout the year:

· School Event Performances (Fall Festival, Main stage, etc.)

· Off-Site Event Performances (travel to elementary/intermediate schools, etc.)

· Varied Performance Formats (In the quad, traveling, etc.)

· Competitions (CA Thespian festival, Fullerton College, GGUSD Festival, etc.).

· Dramathon

· Advanced Class Productions

· Work technical crews (House Manager, Backstage Crew, Box Office, Costumes, etc.) each semester for any of the following theatre arts productions:

· A Crew Head or Crew Member for a production


· A Running Crew Member for Thespian Inductions

· A Crew Head or Crew Member for the Dramathon 

· Drama 3-4 Students: Work lead technical positions for various productions: 

· Director, Asst. Director

· Stage Manager, Asst. Stage Manager 

· Tech Director 

· Designer for a Showcase or Mainstage production

· Crew Head  (Mainstage only)  

· Actively participate in department fundraisers &/or community service projects

· Trick or Treat so Kids Can Eat canned food drive

· Cappies 

· Watch two musicals or plays (live only) with proof of ticket and program each semester and write review.
· Read various plays each semester and complete evaluation sheet.
· Complete the following for each production:

· A Design/Tech/or Acting Notebook 

· A Publicity Project 

· Compile portfolio materials on the following:

· Performance Pieces and Tech Design Overview 

· Makeup Morgue

· Historical Dramaturgy Research for a show

· Compile and present:

· A current headshot

· A current resume

· A 2-minute audition piece consisting of two contrasting monologues or a song and a monologue

· A current Tech/Acting Portfolio

· Satisfactorily complete any additional assignments not listed above

· Actively participate in classroom activities

· Demonstrate punctuality and good attendance for class and rehearsals 

Course Objectives: 

In addition to competencies gained in the Beginning Theatre Arts classes, upon completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:  

· Identify and compare the lives, works and influences of representative theatre artists in several cultures and historical periods

· Write theatre, film, television or electronic media scripts in a variety of traditional and new forms that include original characters with unique dialogue that motivates action 

· Work in an ensemble to create characters for classical, contemporary, realistic, and non-realistic improvisations and scripted plays for the theatre, film, television and/or electronic media productions

· Research and use cultural, historical and symbolic clues to develop an interpretation and/or visual and sound production choices for an improvisational or scripted scene; justify these choices; then collaborate as a member of a production team (e.g., as director, designer/technician or actor) to develop aesthetically unified production concepts for classroom or formal theatre, film, television and/or electronic media productions

· Use standard procedures to efficiently and safely construct and operate technical aspects of theatre, film, television and/or electronic media productions

· Create and reliably implement production schedules, stage management plans, promotional ideas and business front-of-house procedures for theatre, film, television and/or electronic media productions

· Collaborate with directors to develop unified production concepts that convey the metaphorical nature of the drama for theatre, film, television and/or electronic media productions

· Research and explain how scientific and technological advances have impacted set, light, sound, and costume design and implementation for theatre, film, television and electronic media productions

· Research, describe and implement appropriate historical and contemporary production designs, techniques and performances from various cultures for classroom and formal theatre, film, television and/or electronic media productions

· Analyze the social and aesthetic impact of underrepresented theatre, film, television and electronic media artists

· Analyze the development of dramatic forms, production practices, and theatrical traditions across cultures and historical periods; explain influences on contemporary theatre, film, television and electronic media productions

· Compare and contrast the roles of theatre, film, television and electronic media in the present and in the past

· Construct personal meanings from non-traditional dramatic performances

· Analyze and evaluate critical comments about personal dramatic work, explaining which points are most appropriate to use for further development of the work

Develop competencies in the following objectives of second year theatre arts students:

· Develop criteria for analyzing and evaluating script, acting, design and direction based on artistic choices in traditional theatre, film and new art forms

· Analyze a variety of dramatic texts from cultural and historical perspectives to determine production requirements and develop designs that use visual and aural elements to convey environments that clearly support the text

· Analyze and interpret how technological and scientific advances in theatre and other disciplines (e.g., humanities, science, mathematics) influence the creation of work

· Analyze, critique, and refine the whole and the parts of dramatic performances taking into account the context, and constructively suggest alternative artistic choices

· Compare the materials, technologies, media, and processes of theatre with those of other arts disciplines and subject areas to create and analyze artworks

· Develop and sustain a portfolio of created work demonstrating the progression of knowledge and skills

Continue to develop competencies in the Beginning Theatre Arts Course Objectives:

· Construct original scripts and collaborate with actors to refine scripts so that story and meaning are conveyed to an audience

· Compare and demonstrate various acting techniques and methods, individually or in an ensemble, to create and sustain characters that communicate with audiences 

· Apply technical knowledge and skills to safely create functional scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes and makeup 

· Lead small groups in researching and planning a scene and rehearsing the scene for performance

· Research and use cultural, historical, and symbolic clues to develop an interpretation of, and to make visual and sound production choices for, an improvisation or scripted scene; justify these choices

· Compare how similar themes are treated in drama of different genres and styles from various cultural and historical periods; illustrate with classroom performances and discuss how theatre can reveal universal concepts

· Analyze the effects of their own cultural experiences on their dramatic work; explain how culture affects the content and production values of theatre, television and films created by others

· Construct social meanings from classroom and formal productions from a variety of cultural and historical periods, and relate to current personal, national and international issues

Course Schedule: 
Performances and units to be covered during the year:

· 1st Semester:  Acting Techniques, Varied Performance Formats , CA State Thespian Festival 

· 2nd Semester:
Dramathon, Fullerton College HS Theatre Festival, Full-Length Play 
Production, Portfolio Development & Presentation 

Warm-ups (when applicable) will consist of the following:

· Monday:
Theatre Games

· Tuesday:
Vocal Warm-ups

· Wednesday:
Story Time 

· Thursday:
Physical Warm-ups

· Friday:

Improvisational Activities

Grading:  
· FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT (30% of your grade):

· Participation

· Homework: memorization, word processing, etc.

· Acting Logs/Portfolios

· Quizzes, both written and practical

· Minor Class Scripts/Performances

· SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (70% of your grade)

· Tests both written and practical

· Major Cumulative Scripts/Performances

· Semester final

· Year final

All performance grades will be based on rubric scale given to student prior to performance.

Grades are based on a point system in which assignments vary in point value.

The grading scale is as follows:

100-90% = A     89-80%= B     79-70%= C
     69-60%= D     59-0%= F




The following factors can lower a student’s grade:

· Omissions of any of the assignments above 

· Poor quality/lackluster effort on any of the assignments above

· Lack of participation or adherence to class procedures

· Missed rehearsals 

· Excessive absences without makeup work completed

Course Policies: 
Outside-of-Class Rehearsals and Crew Work:
Students will be expected to participate in scheduled out-of-class rehearsals and tech days prior to performances. Extension periods will also be utilized for individual and small group work.  Every effort will be made to give ample notice about these events so that students can adjust their schedules.  Because these are curricular activities, missed rehearsals and tech days will have a negative impact on a student’s grade.

Attendance:
Please consult the PHS attendance policy in the student handbook for specifics.  
· Excused Absences:
When returning from an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain makeup assignments from the teacher.  The extension period immediately following the absence is the best time to get one-on-one attention and make-up work. 

· Unexcused Absences:
Participation points are lost for unexcused absences, adversely affecting a student’s grade.

· Make-up Policy:

Students who are absent from class due to illness, doctor appointments, or a conflicting field trip may make up the absence by doing extra credit work.  Unexcused absences cannot be made up.  

Extra Credit can be earned in the following ways:

· Written assignments given by the instructor (play reports, etc.)

· Lab Work -- an assigned project within the theatre, to be completed outside of class time.

Lateness:
Tardies are an unacceptable behavior in this department.  Students must be in the house area of the theater when the bell rings or they will be marked tardy.  If a student is consistently late to class, other disciplinary actions will be taken.
Academic Dishonesty:  
In cases of cheating or plagiarism, credit on the assignment will be lost, with no option of makeup work.  For additional disciplinary action, please consult the TUSD plagiarism policy in the student handbook for specifics.  

Classroom Procedures:

Students will be given additional information pertaining to daily procedures and expectations during the first week of classes.  Topics covered include what to do in various emergencies, theatre etiquette, technology usage, restrooms, etc.
Fees and Forms:

Fees:

Advanced students participate in many activities throughout the year. Although there is no fee for the class, a $50 donation is suggested to help offset costs.  Thank you in advance.


Forms:

1.  Student/Parent Agreement Form

2.  Activity specific Participation forms

Required Text and Other Materials:  

Books and scripts will be available during class time or can be checked out from the theater library.  Students are responsible for having all of the following each day for class:

· 3 Subject or three-ring binder with 3 sections specifically for Drama class
· Notebook paper

· Two writing utensils

· One or more highlighters

· Markers (optional)


To Parents/Guardians and Students,


I promise to do my best to make this a good year in Advanced Drama.  I need your cooperation to make this happen. We will have monthly meetings. I recommend you join our Facebook page. Please visit our website for additional information: PHSMarinerTheatre.com

 If you understand and accept the responsibilities that come along with this class please sign your name below. I will be available for conferences during 5th period, if you need to contact me. You may also email me at lgiovannetti@ggusd.us. 








Ms. Lisa Giovannetti 

( Please keep these pages in your Acting Portfolio! (
(Return the bottom portion by September 7)

I understand the above syllabus and list of expectations and agree to follow these guidelines.

_______________________   _____
_______________________________

 (Student’s Name-please print)   Period
     (Parent/Guardian’s name-please print)


_____________________________
_________________________________

(Student’s Signature)

(date)

     (Parent/Guardian’s Signature)
(date)

_____________________________
_________________________________

(Student e-mail address)


   (Parent/guardian e-mail address)


