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So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly,
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand
the reading. Nehemiah 8:8

Our Goal Should be to Understand the
Plain Sense of the Scripture

Six paraphrases.

Paraphrasing 5cripture, or writing the 5criPture in
one’s own words, is an effective way to discover the
Plain sense of the 5criPturc. The ideais to take a verse,
or passage of Scripture, and write it in such a way that
it would make sense to a Five~9ear old. The time that it
takes to Ponder the Plain sense of the verse or
passage and to wrestle with the simplest way of
rewriting it, is essential in a”owing God to “teach you all
things,” “guidc you into all truth,” and to “take the
things of mine (Christ) and shown them unto you.”



After determining the Plain sense of the scriPture, itis
then very helPicul to search for sins to avoid or confess
(1Timothg 3:16-17), Promises to claim (2 Peter 1:3-4"),
ExamPles to follow a Corinthians 1), Commands to
heed (Uohn 14:21), and the Knowledge of God (2 Peter
1:2-%).

As you find Promises to claim, you will notice that some
of these Promises are unconditional and some of them
will be conditional. The Fo”owing verses contain, among
other things, some very clear conditional Promises. |
highlg recommend that you take each of the rollowing
six verses and examine them using the Fo”owing
method:

1. ParaPhrase them or Put them in your own words.

2. Pragerru”g examine each verse looking for any sins,
Promises, examPles, commands, and Knowiedge of
God.

3. Ciearly iclenti{g the conditions for each Promise.

4. Write down what you see to do.



There are two types of Promises given in the Bible:
Conditional and Unconditional.

The Fo”owing verses contain conditional Promises.
Please take time to write them in your own words, and
find the Promise and condition. Also, you might look
up any words you might not understand in a

Concorcﬂa nce.

John 14:21

He that hath my commanc]ments, and keepeth themJ he
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved
of my Father, and | will love him, and will manifest mgselF
to him.

Paraphrase

Whoever has my Word and is obedient to it is the one
who trulg Ioves me. And to these obedien’c ones my
Father will love, 1 will love, and 1 will reveal more of

mgsel{: to them.
2 Peter 1:3-4.

According as his divine power hath given unto us all

things that Pertain unto life and goc”iness, through the



knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue: Wherebg are given unto us cxceeding great and
Precious Promises: that by these ye might be Partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the corrup’cion
that is in the world througlﬁ lust.

Paraphrasc

Through an increased knowledge of God, who called
us to His own glorg and excellence, we have at our
&isposal evergthing we need to live and to live goc”g bg
His almightg power. We can be delivered from the
world’s corruPting influence through our lustful
Passions and we can be Partakcrs of God’s very nature
as we believe the wonderful Precious Promises gjven to

us in God’s word.
2 Corinthians 3:18.

But we a”) with open face beholding asina glass the
glorg of the Lord, are changecl into the same image
from glor9 to glorg, even as bg the Spiri‘c of the Lord.

Paraphrase

But all of us, with open minds and tender hcarts,
looking in the Bible at the goocjness of the Lord are
being changccl into the same image we see in the Bible,

gradua”g bﬂ the Holg SPirit.
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Joshua 1:8

This book of the law shall not depar‘c out of thg mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein dag and night, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thg way

prosperous, and then thou shalt ha\/e goocl success.
Paraphrasc

Do not let my word cease to be in your conversation,
think about it all throughout the dag and the night until
youare a doer of all that is written in my word, in
response I will make your way prosperous and give you

goocl success.

Psalm 1:2-3

But his clelight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law
doth he meditate dag and night. And he shall be like a

tree Plantecﬂ bg the rivers of water, that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Paraphrase

Any man who delights in my Word and thinks about it
throughout both day and night will be blessed. Spiritually, I
will make him like a well-watered tree that always bears fruit
and whose leaf never withers, and in whatever he does he

will prosper.
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James 1:22-25

But be ye doers of the worcl) and not hearers onlgj
cleceivingyour own selves. For if any be a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man behol&ing
his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself,
and goeth his way, and straightwag Forgetteth what
manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the
PerFect law of libertgj and continueth ’cherein) he being
not a Forgehcul Iﬁearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed.

Paraphrase

Be obedient to the Word of God! Dor’t deceive
9ourse|1C 139 hearing and not cﬂoing. l{:gou hear and
dor’t do, gou’” be like someone who looks at himself in
a mirror, sees himself, and yet when he turns away he
can’t remember what he look like. But if you look, into
the Bible, called the Pencect law of libertg, and
continue Iooking till God enlightens, and don’t Forget,
but instead be a doer of the ways of God revealed
t]‘le’C) you will be blessed in what you do.



Promises:

1. Prosperity and good success.

2. Like a well-watered fruitful tree.

3.“I will manifest myself to him.”

4. Be blessed in your deeds.

5. Be a partaker of the divine nature.

6. Be gradually changed into Christ-likeness.

Conditions:

1. Meditate day and night “to do”.

2. Meditate day and night.

3. Hear the word and keep it.

4. Look and continue in the word and do.

5. Believing and claiming what God has promised.

6. See His goodness in the word.

What are you going todoin your life in an attempt to

meet those conditions so that you may receive those

promises’?



All of God’s Promises are yes in Christ.

The word of God works. You can find several bible

stories and current testimonies to substantiate this.
2 Corinthians 1:20 states,

For all the Promises of God in Him are yes and in Him

amen, to the glorg of God through us.
The Message Bible says it like this:

Whatever God has Promised gets stamped with the yes
of Jesus. In him together, gloriouslg evident.

The Amplhcied says, For as many as are the Promises of
Gocl, Theg all find their yes (answer) in Him (Christ).
For this reason we also utter the Amen (so be it)to God
through Him(in his person and bg his agencg)to the
glorg of God.

Thatis a Powemcul revelation of the Word of God. If
you believe this Promise and agree with God
conceming evergthing he has given you through Jesus

Christ you can then start livinga victorious life in
Christ.



Don’t be Double Minded

James opens his ePis’cle bg cautioning us to not be
double-minded: “hcgou dor’t know what you're cloing,
pray to the Father. He loves to help. You'll get His
help... Ask boldly, and ask in faith, believing, without a
second thought. People who worry about their prayers
being answered (hesitating and doubting) are like
winchhiPPecl waves. Don’t think you’re going to get
angthing from the Master that way.” James calls this
being “double minded,” and reminds us “hcgou are

double-minded, you will receive nothing from God.
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"IMPACTING THE WORLD FOR CHRIST"
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EARN YOUR BIBLE DEGREE

Experience A World Class Bible Education

Prepare yourself to impact the world
with a degree from Eternal Life Bible College
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Service times Sunday-10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7-Spm
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You Are Invited To Worship With Us!

Friendly, Loving Atmosphere
Vibrant Worship Experience
Practical Teaching
Youth Ministry Available

Check Us Qut On The Web!
www.eternallifeworshipcenter.org

Coffee Social 9:00-9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM

865 Woodstock Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23464



