“People coming together to be The Church,
not just attend one.”
Al ﬂl‘l:y Lutheran

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost November 13, 2022

Service of the Word
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, November 13, 2022

INTRODUCTION

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for
the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the
apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond
our days.

C Amen.

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. (kneel/stand)

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.

We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness, and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

O T

P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #327

Through the Night of Death and Sorrow
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shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.
Text: Bernhardt S. Ingemann, 1789-1862; tr. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

o

Mﬁ<3

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Sit

A A reading from Malachi

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the
evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who
honor God.

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 22But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 98
In righteousness will the LORD judge the world. (Ps. 98:9)

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
20 LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
¥You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
*Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
°Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
éWith trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8_et the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
°The LoRrD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

A A reading from Thessaloians

SECOND READING Thessaloians 3:6-13
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s
return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The
writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

®Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us.
"For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you,
8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night
and day, so that we might not burden any of you. °This was not because we do not have that right,
but in order to give you an example to imitate. 1°For even when we were with you, we gave you
this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. *For we hear that some of you are
living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. *2Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. **Brothers
and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 21% chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the
end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they
need to testify and to endure without fear.

SWhen some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts
dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 5As for these things that you see, the days will come when not
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to
take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name
and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

%“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place
first, but the end will not follow immediately.” °Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; *'there will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12«Byt before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my
name. ¥This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your
defense in advance; **for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be
able to withstand or contradict. *You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives
and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 1"You will be hated by all because of my
name. ®But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit

SERMON



Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #817 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

A

A

C

Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops,
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with
wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the
ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us
care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first
responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any
wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel
in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the
sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the
gospel (specific ministries or initiatives may be named). Highlight ways we can better
work together and give us patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C
A
C

Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died (especially).
Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ,

our Lord.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING Second Sunday: Barnyard Boxes — ELCA Good Gifts
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
0 | pum—
A - B | I p—
I S — =~
d i | P10 9 - T 7 — ———
J I ' R S - a g
Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
0 | [e—
Ao T T | i T T ]
P |  —— N B ——— I 1
e E— — o ] 1 | —- -
ANV I A 1] |- - & & I I & @ = 1y 1
J | — —g ° -
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown,  that
0 | e p——
20 U e ——— [ | j—r [ —
b1 ——  — -

I
| I .
d I I
= 1 h I 174 | B
I b I '

we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of

N | [——
A D I p—] I I P —
72 o |  — | I — |
fy?o—1 - — i | P | e i — —
n v o 1 o ¥ o @ ® ¢ ] - hd

J - o5 4 | ——

all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble

0 | p—r
"2 ] . I — | N B B |
Ao — | I — I - —T1—1

? | - e —— i P E— e ]
. _ - ' -

with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
A Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,
who sets a table for all..
C Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P Let us pray.
Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word
in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For
speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

C We thank you, O God.

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness,
healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you,
O God.

C We worship you, O God.

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of

Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining
us with your Word, we praise you, O God.
C We praise you, O God.

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever.
C Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.

C Amen.

14



SENDING HYMN ELW #796 How Firm a Foundation
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American
DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.

C Thanks be to God
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SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Secretary: Sandra Dufur
Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and
Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Lay Minister: Chris McNamara
Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein
Ushers: Gene Stockford-Shively and Diane Draper
Coffee Hour: Phyllis Klinger Next Week: Chris McNamara/ Robin Bartels

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Amy Otterbein

Offering Counters: Sandra Dufur and Patti Weber
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Johncie Langston to celebrate Jay and
Suzanne Sponsler’s anniversary

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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