Assessing Endangerment: Expanding Fishman's GIDS (Lewis and Simons 2009)

Graded Intergenerational Disruption Scale (GIDS) (Fishman 1991)

Level | Description
1 The language is used in education, work, mass media, government at the nationwide level
2 The language is used for local and regional mass media and governmental services
3 The language is used for local and regional work by both insiders and outsiders
4 Literacy in the language is transmitted through education
5 The language is used orally by all generations and is effectively used in written form throughout the

community

The language is used orally by all generations and is being learned by children as their first language

7 The child-bearing generation knows the language well enough to use it with their elders but is not

transmitting it to their children

8 The only remaining speakers of the language are members of the grandparent generation

UNESCO Language Endangerment Framework (UNESCO 2009)

Degree of Intergenerational Language Transmission
endangerment
Safe The language is spoken by all generations; intergenerational transmission is uninterrupted
Vulnerable Most children speak the language, but it may be restricted to certain domains (e.g., home)
Definitely Children no longer learn the language as mother tongue in the home
endangered
Severely The language is spoken by grandparents and older generations; while the parent
endangered generation may understand it, they do not speak it to children or among themselves
Critically The youngest speakers are grandparents and older, and they speak the language partially
endangered and infrequently
Extinct There are no speakers left

Ethnologue Language Vitality Categories (Lewis 2009)
Category Description
Living Significant population of first-language speakers
Second Language Used as second-language only. No first-language users, but may include emerging users
Only
Nearly Extinct Fewer than 50 speakers or a very small and decreasing fraction of an ethnic population
Dormant No known remaining speakers, but a population links its ethnic identity to the language
Extinct No remaining speakers and no population links its ethnic identity to the language
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Assessing Endangerment: Expanding Fishman's GIDS (Lewis and Simons 2009)

The Expanded Graded Intergenerational Disruption Scale (EGIDS) (Lewis and Simons (2010)

Level Label Description UNESCO
0 International The I?nguage is used internationally for a broad range of Safe
functions.
The i i i k i
1 National e language is used |rT eduFatlon, work, mass media, Safe
government at the nationwide level.
. The language is used for local and regional mass media and
2 Regional guas . & Safe
governmental services.
3 Trade jl'h('a language is u.sed for local and regional work by both Safe
insiders and outsiders.
Li inthel is bei i h h
4 Educational iteracy in the .anguage.ls being transmitted through a Safe
system of public education.
The | i d orally by all ti di
5 Written e a‘nguage is L.Jse F)ra ybya ‘ generations and is . Safe
effectively used in written form in parts of the community.
_ The language is used orally by all generations and is being
6a Vigorous learned by children as their first language. Safe Safe
The language is used orally by all generations but only some
6b Threatened | of the child-bearing generation are transmitting it to their Vulnerable
children.
The child-bearing generation knows the language well Definitel
efinite
7 Shifting enough to use it among themselves but none are transmitting y
. L Endangered
it to their children
. The only remaining active speakers of the language are Severely
8a Moribund )
members of the grandparent generation. Endangered
The only remaining speakers of the language are members of .
Nearly . . Critically
8b . the grandparent generation or older who have little
Extinct . Endangered
opportunity to use the language.
The language serves as a reminder of heritage identity for an
9 Dormant ethnic community. No one has more than symbolic Extinct
proficiency.
. No one retains a sense of ethnic identity associated with the .
10 Extinct Extinct

language, even for symbolic purposes.
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