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Greeting
The peace of God that surpasses understanding,
the love of Christ that guards our hearts and
minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us take courage in times of uncertainty.
God’s light will surely shine.
Let us follow wherever God leads.
God’s guidance is surely true.
Let us receive the Lord anew.
God’s salvation has surely come.
Come, Lord, Jesus, come. Amen.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the
dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us
share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathering Song: O, Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion —
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with
them.
Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has
blessed.

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
First Hymn: Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)

Second Reading: Micah 5:2-4
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his
God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be
great to the ends of the earth;

Second Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)

Third Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder's den.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

Third Hymn: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (ELW 272)

Fourth Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is
paid,
that she has received from the LORD's hand double
for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
A voice says, "Cry out!"
And I said, "What shall I cry?"
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are
grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not
fear; say to the cities of Judah,
"Here is your God!"
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;he will gather
the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Fourth Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)

Fifth Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Fifth Hymn: It Came upon the Midnight Clear (ELW
282)

Sixth Reading: Luke 2:8-20
In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

Sixth Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW
289)

Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14
In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

Seventh Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW
270)

Prayer
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the
midst of our world. Fill our hearts with the joy of the
angels at your birth.
You come from heaven above to the lowliest of
human conditions. Watch over those in need, the
sick, the hungry, the grieving.
You come from heaven above to walk the way of the
cross. Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness,
mercy, and peace.
You come from heaven above to become flesh and
live among us. May we see your glory, full of grace
and truth. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you
peace. Amen.
Sending Song: Joy to the World (ELW 267)

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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