My name is Fay Charafeddine, | am Lebanese-Canadian. My journey in
education started 7 years ago. | taught science and biology. My journey as an
instructional coach started this year. Using my passion for technology integration
and creative teaching | have continuously worked on transforming my lessons
into engaging, meaningful learning experiences. | want my students to not only
attend class, but to want to be there. | aim to empower my learners by providing
them with voice and choice, relatable content and an overall hands-on,
student-centered learning environment.

| am a big believer in the power of data collection for fostering inclusion. It is
important for me to understand my students individually in order to be able to
attend to their diverse learning needs. This data is then used to try to truly
engage students by using a variety of teaching methods that encourage the use
of multiple ways of knowing and cognition.

Students also become more engaged in a topic when it is relevant to their own
lives. Using a constructivist approach, | encourage students to take information
that they learn in the classroom and create new discoveries that relate back to
their own personal experiences. In this way, learning becomes personal. The
students feel that they are an integral part of the learning process.

| also encourage my students to adopt a “growth mindset”, believing that ability is
something that can be cultivated via effort, and welcoming failure as a natural
part of this growth. This viewpoint is consistent with research by Dr. Angela
Duckworth, who asserts that “grit”, which is built through failure, is one of the top
personality traits that predicts success.

Finally, | would like my biology students to have opportunities to practice and
improve the following skills:

- Collaboration

- Time-management/organization
- Critical thinking

- Reflection

- Growth Mindset
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