"I am currently a sophomore German major at Howard University from Lexington, South Carolina. I became interested in the German language in the year 2000 when my family and I went on a brief vacation to Ramstein, Germany. While on a tour of the Rhine River, the tour guide passed around a German children’s book with a brief and simple history of the area. He said, “I know most of you don’t speak German, but at least you can look at the pictures in the book.” When the book finally reached me, I tried to read the foreign words as best I could. After roughly thirty minutes of little understanding, I decided to pass the book along to the next person. Upset and confused, I promised myself that I’d soon be able to read and write in the German language.

As a young African American female studying such an untypical language, people are naturally curious as to why I didn’t choose a more common language, like Spanish or French. I simply tell people that Germany is currently the world’s leader in Green Technology and is pretty substantive in the intelligence and automotive fields."
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