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Legal Precedents Nancy Beth Cruzan

. 1983 Lost control of vehicle; flew out of car face down in
water filled ditch

* No vital sighs at accident and three weeks later diagnosed in
persistent state of vegetation

* Feeding tube (FT) inserted

- 1988 Parents won court order to withdraw FT but state of
Missouri appealed. Missouri Supreme Court reversed
decision. SCOTUS upheld decision. #

. 1990 Probate Court ordered removal of FT

* Nancy died 14 days later




Legal Precedents  Theresa Marie Schiavo

- 1990 She had a cardiac arrest brought on my hypokalemia from an

eating disorder; 3 months later emerged from coma but in
persistent vegetative state.

- 1998 Husband requested to remove FT but opposed by her parents.

- 2001 FT was removed but reinserted when parents provided new
evidence Terri was getting better.

- 2003 FT removed for 2"? time. Decision confirmed by lower
courts and FL Supreme Court but

overturned by FL legislature. (Terri’s Law)
- 2005 FT was removed. Confirmed by lower
courts and elevated to the US District
Court, which upheld the lower court.

Terri died thirteen days later

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp058062
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Hospital Order

Abbreviation DNR DNAR AND
Stands for Do not resuscitate Do not attempt resuscitation Allow natural desath
Pros Familiar to all Clearer language indicates Clearer language affirms that
only a resuscitation patients want nature to take
attempt, not that it is its course, without CPRIACLS
likely to succeed interventions unlikely to succeed
Cons * (Can give the misimpression Less familiar than DNR * (Can be confused with
to patients and family that the conjunction “and"
the attempt at resuscitation * (Clarification needed in
i5 likely to succeed orders about what is not
* Can make patients (or wanted (CPR/ACLS) and
family) think they are what is wanted (pain
deciding whether to live control, hydration, etc)
or die, even though in an * May not fit all situations
end-of-life situation, all
roads lead to death
Examples of Mast hospitals AHA," British Medical Hospice Pafients® Alliance,” some
who uses it Association,® many hospitals
hospitals

PR, cardiopul

resuscitation; ACLS, advanced cardiac lifa 5

. AHA, Amaerican Heart Assaciation.
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ﬂ National POLST Paradigm

www.polst.org

National POLST Paradigm: POLST Use by State

As of April 2019

As of April 2019

. Statewide Use

Working Towards
Statewide Use

Pilot Programs or
Limited Use

D Not Yet Available
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Suicide
Hemlock Society 1980-2003

Final Exit Network
Focuses on legislative change

Compassion and Choices

Exit Guide services and education
in all states, not only for states with
Assisted Suicide

http://www.mission22.com/#themission
http://www.insurancequotes.org/life/the-truth-
about-suicide-life-insurance




http://www.finalexitnetwork.org/Home.html
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