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“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive 

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 
 

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday      March 28, 2021 
 

 
 

Service of Holy Communion 

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
 

OFFERING                            FOURTH SUNDAY: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts 

The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the box at the entrance of the 

church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our 

ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a 

regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering box. If you are looking to support our 

special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering  

buckets. 
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Sunday, March 28, 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem 

surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his 

closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, 

grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also 

expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new 

covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing 

work. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Stand 

GATHERING 
P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 11th chapter.  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, 

he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 

as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If 

anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it and will send it 

back here immediately.'" 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. 

As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying the 

colt?" 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went 

ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  

Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
The assembly is invited to raise their palm branches for the blessing. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today 

he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 

spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry 

them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 

death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PROCESSION 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW #344 v. 1, 2 & 3       All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

The congregation remains in the pews, waving their palm branches during the hymn. Hymns are 

sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus transmission.  
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Refrain 

All glory, laud, and honor  

to you, redeemer, king, 

to whom the lips of children  

made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

1 You are the king of Israel  

and David's royal Son, 

now in the Lord's name coming,  

our King and Blessed One. Refrain 
 

 

2 The company of angels  

are praising you on high; 

creation and all mortals  

in chorus make reply. Refrain 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims  

with palms before you went. 

Our praise and prayer and anthems  

before you we present. Refrain 

GREETING 

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.   

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and 

resurrection, let us pray. 
 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer your 

infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the 

resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Sit 

A A reading from Isaiah. 

 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 50:4–9a 
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant's obedience in the 

midst of persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or 

a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems. 

 
4The Lord GOD has given me 

 the tongue of a teacher,  

 that I may know how to sustain 

 the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens —  

 wakens my ear 

 to listen as those who are taught. 

  5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious, 

 I did not turn backward. 

  6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
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 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

 from insult and spitting. 
7The Lord GOD helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

 8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

 Let them confront me. 

  9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty? 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM          Psalm 31:9–16 
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

     my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

     and also my throat and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
     my strength fails me because of affliction, 

     and my bones are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, 

a dismay to my acquaintances; 

     when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
     I am as useless as a broken pot.    
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

     they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
     I have said, "You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; 
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     rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

     and from those who persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
     save me in your steadfast love." 
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A A reading from Philippians. 

 

SECOND READING               Philippians 2:5–11 
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus' humble obedience in his 

incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all. 

 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

  6who, though he was in the form of God, 

 did not regard equality with God 

 as something to be exploited, 

  7but emptied himself, 

 taking the form of a slave, 

 being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

 and became obedient to the point of death —  

 even death on a cross. 

  9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

 and gave him the name 

 that is above every name, 

  10so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

  11and every tongue should confess 

 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P  Lord, have mercy. 

C  Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 

cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 

every name. Christ, have mercy. 
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GOSPEL PROCLAMATION:   

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
 

The narrative is found in the YELLOW PAMPHLET. The congregation is invited to read aloud 

the “Congregational” portions of the narrative. The congregation may be seated at the beginning 

of the reading, but stand when indicated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        ELW #345 v. 1 & 4 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now      

Hymns are sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus 

transmission.  
 

1 Jesus, I will ponder now 

 on your holy passion; 

 let your Spirit now endow 

 me for meditation. 

 Grant that I in love and faith 

 may the image cherish 

 of your suff'ring, pain, and death, 

 that I may not perish. 
 

 

4 Let me view your pain and loss 

 with repentant grieving, 

 nor prepare again your cross 

 by unholy living. 

 May I give you love for love! 

 Hear me, O my Savior, 

 that I may in heav'n above 

 sing your praise forever.
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

 need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Redeem 

 your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and 

 empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection: restore 

 lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas affected by 

 climate change (especially), grant relief from natural disasters (especially), and nurture 

 new growth. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the powerful, 

 that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide 

 those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned to 

 death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are 

 mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially); grant respite and renewal. 

 Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and funeral 

 directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan and lead 

 funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith you 

 have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the promises 

 of baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

 Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING AND SANCTUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree 

of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 
 

 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

 to the land of milk and honey. 

 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 

the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 

and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 
 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS 

Gluten-free communion bread and grape juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher 

as communion is distributed.  
 

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been 

distributed to the entire congregation. 
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Those receiving communion may remove their masks. 
 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the 

bread. 
 

P The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice. 
 

After you have received communion, please put your mask back on. 
 

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION 

Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children 

or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. ☩ Jesus loves you. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 

pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 

prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy 

and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 
SENDING HYMN              ELW #347, v. 1, 2, & 3       Go to Dark Gethsemane
Hymns are sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus 

transmission. 
  

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

 your Redeemer's conflict see. 

 Watch with him one bitter hour; 

 turn not from his griefs away; 

 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 

 view the Lord of life arraigned; 

 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 

 learn from him to bear the cross. 

 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 

 there, adoring at his feet, 

 mark that miracle of time, 

 God's own sacrifice complete. 

 "It is finished!" hear him cry; 

 learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Christ is with you.    

C Thanks be to God. 

Please remain seated. An usher will dismiss the congregation by row. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe 

Council President: Chris McNamara 

Vice-President: Suzanne Langston 

Treasurer: Kristin Lucas 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

 

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, 

Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth. 

 

SERVING TODAY: 

 

8:30 AM   

Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein  

Cantor: Kristin Lucas 

Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Keith Otterbein 

 

11:00 AM        
Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler 

Cantor: Chris McNamara 

Ushers: Suzanne Langston, Jay Sponsler 

 

 

BOTH SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Sandra Dufur, Joe Painter 

 

FLOWERS -- The flowers on the altar today are given by Phyllis Klingler in honor of Mark 

Rayno’s 8th Birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

Maundy Thursday: April 1, 7:00 pm: Worship with Communion 

Good Friday: April 2, 7:00 pm: Worship 

Easter Vigil: None 

Easter Sunday: April 4, 8:30 am, 11:00 am, and 1:00 pm: Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 


