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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn
more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a
break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either
stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.

FROM THE ELCA WORSHIP BLOG:

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for
worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of
God and hold each other in prayer.

DEVOTIONAL MUSIC LINKS:

For your individual or group devotion, you may choose to listen to the following choral
recordings made available through Augsburg Fortress: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers;” “Come,
Thou Long-Expected Jesus;” “Heir of the Highest Heaven.”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZnyF-ukLZQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ncKpn7vw6Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ncKpn7vw6Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VGwcRqClvA&feature=youtu.be

Sunday, December 6, 2020

INTRODUCTION

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing
gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical
call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one
will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices
fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to
say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

Commemoration for Today: Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. According to
legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of anonymous gift-
giving.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our

Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Gracious God,

C Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.
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ENTRANCE HYMN ELW #254 Come, Thou Long- Expected Jesus
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bormn thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.

born to reign in
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now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our heartsa - lone;
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long-ing heart.
glo -rious throne.

ev-ry

dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of
to thy

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

GREETING

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

P

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your
Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we
may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.



HYMN OF LIGHT ELW #256 v. 2 Comfort, Comfort Now My People
Light two candles.
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing us to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
n Il } Il J Il J |
)7 A I I y T I M I I I I 1 y
&ro—F 7 o J oo | —
I I [ b [7] I o O
' ! ! ~—

B¢

Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635—-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.



A A reading from lIsaiah.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40: 1-11
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is
over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word
can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.

!Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.

3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
°Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”



0see, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
1He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13)

1Y ou have been gracious to your land, O LORD;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
8 will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
*Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
105teadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have Kissed each other.
1Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12The LorD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
B3Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.



A A reading from Second Peter.

SECOND READING 2 Peter 3:8-15a
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially
concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to
anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. °The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. °But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be
disclosed.

HSince all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, ?waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with
fire? 1*But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home.

“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish; **3and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P Alleluia.
C Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia.



P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1 chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Mark 1: 1-8
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
%the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””
“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. ®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8l have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OFTHE DAY ELW #246v.1 & 2 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!
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I Hark! a thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is near,” we
2 Wak-ened by the sol - emn warn - ing, from earth’s bond - age
3 See the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don
4 So, when next he comes in glo - ry and the world is
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down from heav’n. Let us haste, with tears of SOr - row,
wrapped in fear, he will shield us with his mer - cy
and the Son with the ev - er - last - ing Spir - it
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all you chil - dren of the day!”
shines up - on the morn - ing skies.
one and all, to be for - giv’'n;
and with words of love draw near.
while un - end - @ ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
Music: MERTON , William H. Monk, 1823-1889
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

On this second Sunday of Advent, let us pray for this weary world.

A brief silence.

A

> 0 > 0

> 0O

Come to the church, O faithful God. Assist our Bishop, our Pastor, and all who minister
in the church. Show us what is your way and where are your paths, and awaken all the
baptized to the guidance of your Holy Spirit. O God, be gracious to us:

In mercy, restore us.

Come to the Jewish people, O covenant God, at this their festival of Hanukkah. End the
world’s anti-Semitism, and bring peace to Jerusalem. O God, be gracious to us:
In mercy, restore us.

Come to the earth, O creating God. As the seasons change, protect all that lives. Mend the
wounds of environmental damage, and restore balance to ecosystems. O God, be gracious
to us:

In mercy, restore us.

Come to the nations, O sovereign God. Inspire governmental officials to strive for peace
within their land and between countries. Remember the people of Afghanistan and
Ethiopia. Guide the nations towards cooperative efforts when facing global issues. O
God, be gracious to us:

In mercy, restore us.
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A Come to our country, O righteous God. Teach us how to end discrimination and to value
diversity. Bring political parties into helpful conversation with each other. Assist the
unemployed, and uphold people with physical and intellectual disabilities. O God, be
gracious to us:

C In mercy, restore us.

A Come to all who are facing the coronavirus, O compassionate God. Protect the
vulnerable. Heal the sick. Embrace the dying. Sustain medical workers. Prepare a
vaccine. End this scourge. O God, be gracious to us:

C In mercy, restore us.

A Come to all who suffer, O merciful God. Empower us to feed the hungry in our nation
and around the world. Gather into your healing embrace those who are afraid, lonely,
sick, or struggling with depression. (We pray especially for...) O God, be gracious to us:

C In mercy, restore us.

A Come, O tender-hearted God, to each one of us, and receive our silent prayers. (pause) O
God, be gracious to us:

C In mercy, restore us.

A Come to us, O eternal God, as you came to the saints. We remember especially St.
Nicholas in his care for children, (and those we name before you now...). Bring us with
them through our wilderness into the fulfillment of your promises. O God, be gracious to
us:

C In mercy, restore us.

P Come near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C Amen.

OFFERING

FIRST SUNDAY: Noisy Offering for ELCA World Hunger
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects.

Offerings can be mailed to the church while in-person services are suspended. You may include a

note for what you would like your offering to support, or simply write it on the memo line of your
check. All checks need to be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church, as required by our bank.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P

C

Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.)

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with

love, the unexpected Spirit guide and bless your journey, + now and forever.

P

C

Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin

against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



SENDI(I;IG HYMN ELW#259v.1&4 Fling Wide the Door
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1 Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; the King of glo - ry
2 He is the rock of our be - lief, the heart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands that live by their true
4 Come, Lord, our Sav - ior, Je - sus Christ; our hearts are o - pen
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Sav - ior of the world who brings his great sal - va - tion
scep - ter is his love - 1i - ness; he brings our sor - rows
hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He is the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine your face, and let your Ho - ly
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly  name, from age to age the same!

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Carol Knoch

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn Vice-President: Suzanne Langston
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Kristin Lucas
Parish Secretary: Volunteer Team Secretary: Amy Otterbein

Council Members: Diane Draper, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad Otterbein,
Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth.

SERVING TODAY:

Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler
Cantor: Kristin Lucas
Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS -- The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God.

The music streamed in our worship services and reprinted in this bulletin is
used with permission under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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