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The Saint Augustine Film Festival is going
virtual in 2021. The 11th annual event will
screen 129 films online from January 14-24,
2021. Originally scheduled for January 14-17
in St. Augustine venues, festival organizers
have chosen a different option during the
covid-19 pandemic, offering online moviewatching for a safe viewing experience.
More details available at staugfilmfest.com,
including a film guide.
“Well, we gave it our best shot. Outdoor
screenings on the grounds surrounding the
Castillo de San Marcos, Nightly Drive-Ins
on Francis Field. Screenings at Oglethorpe
Park, Coquina Park, Culinary Outfitters,
Pena Peck House, the Corazon Cinema &
Cafe and other locations.
But over the last couple of days, we
received final word from the City of St.
Augustine and the National Park Service

that, due to Covid, those plans are now dust,”
explained Gregory von Hausch President and
CEO, Saint Augustine Film Festival.
“Hey, we understand completely ... we
thought if everything was outside, then
it could be safe ... but, this plague did not
miraculously disappear ... and the next two
months could be worse of all. With all of that
in mind, especially the safety of our audience
and staff, and not wanting to be socially
irresponsible, we announce SAFF2021 will
be a totally virtual event.”
The Saint Augustine Film Festival has a
reputation of showing films you would not
find anywhere else in North Florida. The films
chosen are created by talented independent
filmmakers from around the globe.
The film guide at staugfilmfest.com has
descriptions of all the films, including the
filmmaker, actors, a film trailor, the run time,
and other details.
The cost of a Virtual Pass for all 129 films
is $100. A pass for 10 films is $75; and a pass
for 5 films is $40. Passes are online at https://
saff2021.eventive.org/passes/buy
In addition to the films streaming, an
online auction will be held, featuring items
such as gift certificates, hotel stays, original
artwork, ando ther unique items.
The mission of this nonprofit: “To provide
a rich cultural experience to the public
that highlights the skills of independent
and foreign filmmakers and offers fresh
insights into different cultures, the common
bonds that link us, and the emotional art of
storytelling.”
For more details, please visit www.
staugfilmfest.com

As we moved into the colder months,
St Augustine South began its annual
metamorphosis into a ‘Holiday Light
Wonderland’. In this year of staying
home because of the coronavirus, our
spirits are cheered more than ever by
the wonderful displays.
Vivacious,
colorful or simply stated white; with and
without inflatables; secular, religious and
sometimes whimsically both; and some
with coordinated musical accompaniment:
our lights are a great treat for all who live
here or visit our neighborhood.
Our November plant and seed swap—
always an outdoor event—was another
success: with folks participating from
Lincolnville as well as The Shores. This
swap had an unplanned succulent theme
with several gardeners bringing succulent
cuttings. We had herbs, shrubs and papaya
seedlings swapped, as well, but there were
so many varieties of interesting succulents.
One neighbor brought several mixed bowls
of succulents to give away and I shared
some with my immediate neighbors. Who
knew that there is a dolphin succulent? It’s
cute, grows strongly in warmer weather,
and mine is now flowering. Let it be an
incentive to come to the Spring plant
swap!
SASIA moved to holding general
community meetings outdoors as it’s not
possible to socially distance with large
numbers of neighbors in the Clubhouse.
Although the third Wednesday in November
was particularly cold, we showed our

metal by turning up in good numbers for
discussions on golf carts on neighborhood
roads, and the maintenance of Shore
Drive Waterfront Park in anticipation of
meeting with Doug Bataille, Director Parks
and Recreation, at the December SASIA
general meeting. SASIA doesn’t take a
position on issues that neighbors in our
community might have differing views,
but provides a platform for discussion,
sharing information, and engagement
with authorities such as Parks and Rec.
In November, SASIA also recruited new
Office Bearers and Board members who
will be sworn in, in January 2021.
Other coronavirus-required changes
include our those to our giving of gifts to our
most elderly neighbors. Many folks have
generously donated (continued page 6)

What’s Inside The
Observer This Month...
• St. Augustine Shores:
All events and meetings cancelled
Board regular meeting will be held
at 6 pm monthly Virtually
• St. Augustine South:
SASIA Meeting Continue
Club House Rental Continues
New Board Members
• Computer Corner: Fool me
once...
• Financial Focus: Time for New
Year’s Financial Resolutions
• Health Focus: Feeling Off?
• Diaries of a Shores Grand-Dad
• Out Wtih the Old In the New
Year
• Wildflower Meadow
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GRAND
RAVINE

Superior Quality
Construction
Mediterranean-Style
One or Two Level
Condominium Community
• Attractively priced from the High $200s
• Just 10 minutes to Crescent Beach
• Private elevators in 2nd story one level ﬂoor plans
• Concrete block and wind resistant
• Tank-less natural gas hot water heaters
and barrel tile roofs
• Natural gas range and dryer available
• 2-10 Home Buyers Warranty
• No CDD Fee with low HOA dues
• Attached one or two car garages
• Private lanais with preserve views
• FHA/VA Approved
• New Construction - Move in Ready
• Professionally Managed HOA with Healthy Reserves

904-797-4126

ED-0003304917-04

CBC1261181

Onsite Sales Center
Open Mon-Sat 10 am to 6 pm • Sun noon to 6 pm
114 Canyon Trail • St. Augustine, FL 32086
www.grand-ravine.net
Please call to schedule a Private Tour

904-824-4311 • 1670 U.S. 1 South
Next to RE/MAX 100 Realty

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE

www.staugustineflooring.com
Hasty's SA Observer January 2021 Final.indd 1

We are so grateful to our community to
have survived this year together!
880 Santa Maria Blvd., Suite 10
Saint Augustine, FL 32086
(904) 496-0400
YourVet@ShoresAnimalHospital.com

12/18/20 3:12 PM
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1670 US 1 South St.
Augustine, FL 32084
Office: 901-825-2700
Independently Owned &
Operated

(904) 824-1672

www.CraigFuneralHome.com

Berta Odom

Stunning 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath former model located in a highly sought after
gated community with pool and amenities! This exceptionally well kept unit has
been freshly painted and boasts open living and dining areas with a very spacious
kitchen. The granite counters are certainly impressive and really compliment the
rich maple cabinetry.The master suite is large and has plenty of closet space along
with an adjoining bath featuring twin sinks, separate soaking tub and shower.
The remaining bedrooms are nice sized and well placed to still give you a split
floor plan. If outdoor fun is important there is a cozy lanai that is screened and has
a nice nature view. This condo is truly move in ready! The location is ideal as it is
close to the beaches, shopping, dining, and historic St. Augustine! $229,900

Cell: 904-466-0114

E-Mail: propertybyberta@aol.com
Web: www.bertabythebeach.com

Cartwright& Sons

Licensed & Insured

Lawn Design

904-826-9098

Pressure Wash

Driveway House Deck
Leaf Clean Up Hedge Trimming
5-8pm

Weed Maintenance

www.cartwrightandsonslawndesign.com
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St. Augustine Observer

Published monthly for residents and visitors of St. Augustine, Florida area
1965 A1A South #120 • St. Augustine, FL 32080-6509
Email: clifflogsdon@att.net • Online: www.StAugustineObserverOnline.com

Cliff Logsdon
Publisher/Editor

(904) 607-1410
Email: clifflogsdon@att.net

Tatiana Diaz
Sales & Media
(616) 214-6608

Email: TatianaObserver@gmail.com

The purpose of the St. Augustine Observer
is to serve residents of St. Augustine area
Communities.
First priority will be given to reporting news
and activities of the residents of the St. Augustine
local communities, and other news and events that
directly affects the St. Augustine area. Second
priority will be given to articles of general interest
as space permits.
Information should be received by the 15th
of the month in order to appear in the following

month’s issue. Articles or information may be
sent to the St. Augustine Observer, 1965 A1A
South #120, St. Augustine Florida 32080-6509.
Information may also be e-mailed to clifflogsdon@
att.net.
All materials submitted to the Observer is
subject to editing. Publishing of submitted letters
and information is at the discretion of the publisher.
Views and opinions expressed are those of the
writer and do not express the viewpoint of the
publisher or editorial staff of the Observer.
Information, articles and other materials
published are believed to be accurate at time of
publishing. Acceptance of advertising does not
constitute an endorsement or approval of any
product or services by the Observer or its staff. It is
agreed that the Observer and its staff will not be held
liable for information provided herein by submitters/
advertisers, including pictures, graphics, websites
dates, times and/or emails listed, that may have the
potential to constitute fraud or other violation of law
including copywriting infringements. The publisher
reserves the right to refuse materials that does not
meet the publication’s standards.

“Follow us on Instagram and Facebook: @staugustineobserver”

St. Augustine Shores Community Calendar

The Shores Service Corporation
Shores Homeowners Association
(904) 794-2000
www.staugshores.org
Shores Monthly Meetings

• Shores Service Corporation monthly
meetings are held on the second Thursday of
each month. Vitural Meetings are at 6 p.m. at the
Riverview Club doe to the COVID-19 virus until
further notice.
• Conquistador Condominium Board meetings
are held on the fourth Monday of each month at 6

p.m. at the Riverview Club.
• Fairview Condominium Board meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of every other month at
4 p.m. at the Fairview Condo club house.
• Greens Condominium Board meetings will
vary. Contact Jeff Edwards at Sovereign-Jacobs at
904-461-5556.
• Casa Bella Condominium 2020 Board
Meetings: March 16th- 6pm (Annual Meeting),
April 20th- 6pm, May 4th- 6pm, June 15th- 6pm,
July 20th- 6pm, August 17th- 6pm, September
21st- 6pm, October 19th- 6pm, November 9th- 6pm,
December 21st- 6pm. For Information contact Ellen
Lumpkin at 904-461-5556.

St. Augustine South Community Calendar

St. Augustine South Improvement Assoc. SASIA Meeting 3rd wed at 7:00 PM
Please join us and bring your ideas on how
709 Royal Rd. St Augustine, 32086
email: staugsouthimpassoc@gmail.com to improve our wonderful neighborhood!
Connect with us on our Facebook.com and
www.staugsouth.com
NextDoor.com pages: St. Augustine South
(904) 794-4214.
Improvement Association.
Residents interested in joining SASIA please see for application below:
https://www.joinit.org/o/st-augustine-south-improvement-association

Monthly Meetings at Clubhouse

SASIA Board Members

Yoga - Join Registered Yoga Teacher
Emily Flagler for Gentle Flow Yoga on
Thursdays 5:30 - 6:30! Just bring your
yoga mat, towel, and water. Try your first
class for free!

President - Alan Chappell
1st V.P. - Robert Kennedy
2nd V.P. - Josh Silcox
Secretary - Kate Anreise
Treasurer - Jerri Sue Dawson
Board Member - Ruth Hope
Board Member - Cindy Zimmerman
Board Member - Nicolette Soucy

Tai Chi - Join Instructor Katie
Monaghan for a donation based Tai
Chi class on Tuesday’s at 6:00PM.
For more information please contact
Katie at (904) 377-3390 or email at
KatieMonahanTaiChi@gmail.com

Will Russell

Community Classifieds

The Observer offers free community classified listings for USPS selected addresses in
Southern St. Johns County and paid subscriptions. Classifed ads will not be printed without
a name, address and phone number included with the request. Free listings of 5 items or less
should be sent. Free ads Are Not for Business or Personal Service ads.
Business, Service, seeking work, etc. may be placed in the classified section: (1-4 lines)
$5, (5-8 lines) $10, (9-12 lines) $15, (13-16 lines) $20. These Ads should be paid in advance
before placed. Send your listing and payment, if required, to Observer, 1965 A1A South
#120, St. Augustine, 32080-6509. You may email your ad to clifflogsdon@att.net. Deadline
for all listings or ads is the 15th of every month for the next monthly issue.

FOR SALE: VIZIO Sound Bar with
wireless subwoofer used once, like new
$50. Call 904-797-4169.
FOR SALE: (1) 951 singer commercial
antique sewing machine (1931-1952
vintage) good working condition. $250. (2)
new 42in. outdoor beige window awning
$30. (3) cymbals including 16 in. ride, 14
in. crash, 10 in. splash, two 12 in. high hat,
and soft carry case. $100. (4) D T X 400
Yamaha electronic drum set complete w/
Roland kc150 amp.$450. Call Frank (386)
643-9384 or Anna (904) 251-5481.
WANTED: Silver Coins, Gold and

Reach The Shores & The South
By U.S. MAIL!
• Not thrown on lawns or driveways
• Documented delivery By U.S. Postal Service
• No Subscription Required in some areas...
call 904-607-1410
to advertise your business or service.

SHORES EXPRESS
Trips to doctors appointments,
hospital, & grocery.
Drop off
and Pick
Service
for South,
Shores &
downtown.

904. 347. 9878

Heritage Baptist Church
“A Warm & Friendly Fellowship”
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Service
10:30 a.m.
Evening Services
5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Services 7 p.m.

1480 Wildwood Drive
St. Augustine, Fl 32086
904-824-8888

TEMPLE BET YAM

A Reform Congregation
Led by Rabbi Dr Nadia Siritsky
2055 Wildwood Dr., St. Augustine, FL 32086
Religious School
904-819-1875 • www.templebetyam.org

Stefano Brena
Painting Contractor LLC

• Shores Resident
• Real Estate Agent
• Whether Buying or Selling
I can help make it happen!

Complete
Painting &
Handyman
Services

Call Now for a Free Market
Analysis of your Property!!!!

Quality Work, small
jobs to complete
house painting!

521 A1A Beach Blvd.
St.
Augustine, FL 32080
(904) 814-7305
Office
(904) 461-8878
will@EndlessSummerRealty.com
"Helping Dreams Come True"
Fax (904) 461-8879

Jewelry at great prices. Call Mike at 904501-1449.
FREE: Second hand 12’ boat trailer
with new spare tire. 904 794 0525 Leave
a message.
STOLEN KAYAK: Someone took a
kayak and paddle from our yard on Altara
Drive in the Shores. We are offering a
$100 reward with no questions asked if
found/returned. If we find the Kayak, and
we ARE looking, we will press charges
against anyone associated with the theft.
Please call 904-759-1421 for reward if
found.

Insured
License #ST69-95

904-377-6846

email: brenapainting@gmail.com
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St. Augustine Shores & South
News & Events
Shores Service Corp Monthly Meeting Change

Due to CDC guidelines and Covid-19, the Shores Service Corporation
Board will meet virtually until further notice. The virtual meeting will
be at 6 pm on the second Thursday of each month. Please go to our
website https://www.staugshores.org/calendar for updates. If you have any
questions, please call 904-794-2000.

Note from the editor:
There was a misprint on the cover page of the December 2020 issue of the St. Augustine
Observer. We printed the wrong dates from 2019 on the “Nights of Lights Extended
& Free Shuttle Service Added” story. We apologize for the misprint and thank you for
bringing it to our attention.
Happy New Year, Cliff Logsdon, Publisher

An Invitation to the
Living with Cancer Support Group

Whether you’re a patient, survivor or caregiver, this is your opportunity to talk about
the day-to-day challenges of living with cancer in a group of people who can inspire,
relate to and support you along your journey.
Meetings are the Third Wednesday of every month
at 11:00 am. Our next group will meet on Wednesday
While there is community transmission of coronavirus in St Johns County, SASIA will January 20,2020 in a Virtual Environment. Check in
hold meetings outside when there are large numbers of community participants making with fellow survivors who face similar challenges to our
indoor social distancing impossible. Please dress warmly during the colder months and well-being. Call 904-819-4742 for log-in information.
bring insect repellant if needed in the spring.
Watch for announcements on NextDoor regarding timing: although the regular time
for General Meetings is 7pm, the November and December 2020 outdoor meetings were
Ancient City Poets, Authors, Photographers, Artists
scheduled at 6pm. This earlier timing is not confirmed but may continue in January 2021.
St. Augustine Shores resident Chris
Please join us and bring your ideas on activities and events that will add to the quality of
life of everyone living in St Augustine South. Connect with us on our Facebook.com and Bodor has been busy during the worldwide
coronavirus pandemic. In the new year he
our NextDoor.com pages: St Augustine South Improvement Association.
will release the third issue of his literary
SASIA Board Members 2021
magazine, A.C. Papa (which stands for
President – Alan Chappell
Ancient City Poets, Authors, Photographers,
First VP – Robert Kennedy
and Artists). He will speak about the St.
Second VP – Josh Silcox
Augustine poetry scene during an episode
Treasurer – Jerri Sue Dawson
of the local arts and entertainment podcast,
Secretary – Kate Anreise
"State of the Arts" with haiku enthusiast
Board Member – Ruth Hope
Michael Henry Lee.
Board Member – Cindy Zimmerman
Since Aug. 2009, Bodor has been
Board Member – Nicolette Soucy
leading an open mic poetry reading on the
last Sunday of every month. For more info
Monthly Meetings at the Clubhouse
Yoga, Tai Chi, and Bingo are suspended during the coronavirus epidemic as social on Chris and his poetry efforts, please go to
distancing indoors is not possible for these activities. These will restart as soon as it is his official website: www.bodor.org.
safe to do so.
Clubhouse Rentals
The SASIA Clubhouse at 709 Royal Road is available for private hire subject to any
Hi everyone. As you already are aware, we have not convened our meetings at the
restrictions on numbers of participants and the percentage occupation of the building library due to the coronavirus; and having asked the library staff, there is no commitment
as decreed by the Florida Governor and State Department of Health. Renters are as to when our Travel Club gatherings will resume. We will issue an email to everyone
responsible for ensuring the surfaces are sanitized with Lysol or bleach before their event, when we will be able to resume. In the meantime, please keep yourselves safe; and let's
and for ensuring current guidelines on numbers of participants and social distancing are all do the best we can under these challenging times. We look forward to seeing you back.
maintained.
Happy New Year 2021 and may it be a much, much healthier and happy one. We are all
looking so forward to normalcy. We look forward to seeing you back. Peter Dytrych, 904
797-3736.

SASIA General Meeting
3rd Wednesday of each Month

A.C. Papa

St. Augustine Travel Club

Mah Jongg Tournament
by Temple Bet Yam

Fun for the entire community! Sponsored by Temple Bet Yam in St. Augustine, this
virtual mah jongg tournament is sure to brighten the day! Mah Jongg Tournament is
Sunday January 31, 2021
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: JANUARY 22nd. ZOOM KICKOFF CALL AT NOON.
3 ROUNDS / 4 GAMES EACH SCORES TURNED IN BY 6:00 PM
This tournament will be played online at Realmahjongg.com. You can form your own
foursome or a partial team and we will complete your “table.” Everyone is welcome to
play! The entry fee is $20. There will be cash prizes for best score in each round; and an
overall first, second, and third place winner.
We will be doing a 50/50 raffle. Add $5 for every 50/50 raffle ticket you want. Just
add the total tickets to your $20 entry fee. Winner will be chosen at the beginning of the
tournament. Just call Carol Levy at 954-895-7332 for information and sign up.

Rent our spacious & elegant ballroom space for your next event!
Wedding
Birthday
Baby Shower
Fund Raisers
Holiday Party
Class Reunion
Graduation Party

790 Chris�na Drive
St. Augus�ne, FL 32086

Robert C. Kelsey MD
Accepting New Patients

Board Certified
Cardiology and Internal Medicine

904.794.2000

JORGE´S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
TRIM & FINE FINISH CARPENTRY
Custom Interior Woodwork
Cabinets • Closets • Shelves • Doors
REMODELING AND RESTORATION

(904) 827-0078
2720 U.S. HWY 1 SOUTH, STE B
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086

Free Estimates (904) 315-8550
www.jorgeshandymanservice.com
Lic. # ST-7256

Shores References Available
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The Wildflower Meadow
by Cindy Taylor

St Augustine South Reflections
(continued from page 1)

If you walk by the meadow these days,
you may wonder about all the red flags. We
carefully “planted” them and each marks
a special plant we want to protect from
the mowers when they come in January.
Palmetto and coontie, especially, grow
VERY slowly and we don’t want them to
have to start from the beginning again. You
may also wonder why we didn’t trim more
of the tall Fakahatchee grasses. Doing so
opens up the meadow and somehow makes it
look cleaner but there’s a down-side. Those
tall bunching grasses provide protection for
critters who live and visit the meadow. They
also protect near-by plants from the cold,
plants we hope will spread and bloom across
the meadow in Spring.
Notice that I didn’t say “our” meadow
and that’s on purpose. The meadow is a
space for Nature to be what it is and our goal
is to protect it, not control it. We don’t want
to make it into something it isn’t and, believe
me, the learning is on-going. We want the
meadow to be true to itself and we are its
students, not the other way around.
What I call the crowning glory of the
meadow this December is the salt myrtle
tree. It came and grew in the meadow on its
own and is in full bloom. It complements
all the tall, native grasses, they in turn
complement the salt myrtle tree, and all are
gifts of nature for the meadow.
A special thanks to Becky and Russel for
removing the broken fence post in the lower
meadow. They “planted” a new one in
cement so weather and insects won’t cause
it to decay . . . as quickly as the last post.
Early in December we walked in Moses
Creek Woods South and thanks to Marlene
for her photos.
We meet at the meadow near the
Riverview clubhouse at about 8:30 the first
Saturday of each month and usually work
for a couple of hours. We also try to have a
hike once a month. We’re an informal group
without officers or dues and hope you will
join us. You can join us for hikes only, work
in the meadow only, or both.
Call Cindy at 904-797-3931 for more
information.

cash for this year’s parcels. Lynne Carson used her stay safer at home time to sew kneesized quilts and another neighbor’s mother sewed little “dolly” gift bags. People living
outside our neighborhood offered cash donations—showing goodwill beyond St Augustine
South. Those kind offers were greatly appreciated but declined as the project beneficiaries
are those living in The South. Gift parcels, containing the handiwork and a few Holiday
items from Aldi, will be distributed to the front doors of our seniors, week beginning
December 21. Santa will not be delivering as, despite the World Health Organization
statement that he is healthy, we don’t want to compromise our most senior and vulnerable
neighbors.
In years past, and we hope again in the future, SASIA has held a jolly holly Holiday
Party with a sit-down meal in the Clubhouse in December. We have had singing and
other entertainment. Alas, this isn’t possible in 2020, but we are determined to enjoy
the Holidays even with the limitations! We are looking forward to lighting a Holiday
Tree and singing some carols outside the Club House, in the grounds of 709 Royal Rd,
with hot apple cider and cookies to warm us. Best of all, Santa and Mrs Claus will
participate—and perhaps an elf or two—and will light the tree. Santa will be a fine photo
opportunity for neighborhood children. No sitting on laps, but children may stand with
Santa in front of the tree. Out of our adversity, this might even become a tradition to add
to our Community Calendar in future years.

St Augustine South Improvement Association

Hidden Gem Garden Tour Prize Winners
 Best classic garden: Dora Rosa, 121 Argonaut Rd
 Most unusual garden, Xeriscape: Kitty Kesheneff, 367 Shamrock Rd
 Best tropical interest garden: Lou Greco, 244 Dartmouth Rd
 Joint best hidden gem back yard: Tanya Loomis, 326 Orchis Rd
 Joint best hidden gem back yard: Marsha Personeus, 810 Queen Rd
 Most interesting wildlife garden: Gail Dean, 134 Osage Rd
 Best kitchen garden: Tom Hancock, 602 Shore Dr
November 16, 2020

“I only want cremation.”
Flagler
Memorial
Cremation
Society
Climatized,
Non-Climatized
and
Boat & RV
storage
Ph : 904-295-3975
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine
1700 Wildwood Dr, St. Augustine, FL 32086

669-1809

Now Offering
Boat and
Climatized and
RV Storage
Non-Climatized
Storage Units
Call Us Today

1700 Wildwood Dr., St. Augustine, FL 32086 | (904) 295-3975
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Welcome to my home town!
...helping families call St. Augustine home since 1983

NOVEMBER 2020 PROOF
Please review this proof carefully. There is no charge to correct typographical errors or to make revisions to
your initial proof. A charge of $60 PER PROOF will apply beginning with your 3rd Proof.

PLEASE SIGN YOUR PROOF AND COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
Approved as shown / No Changes or Corrections

Zones: SA
Contact:

Dianna Brady,
at 904-306-0086
CELL: 904-887-6290
Email: dianna.brady@moneypages.com

Wishing you and your family a very
happy and healthy New Year 2021

Approved with Changes / This is my Final Proof

HH
MelissaSize:
McCall
Owen,REVISED
PA DATE
Ronda
REALTOR,Designer:
PROPERTY
MANAGER
10/7/20

Client Signature

Date

Created: 00/00/00
melissa@melissaowen.com
This ad is property of Money Pages and may not be

reproduced in any other publication.
904.377.3960

BUY • SELL

If a SIGNED APPROVED PROOF has not been received by 10/28/20
, the
ad will be printed as shown.
RENT
• MANAGE

*

*Success rate of 90% residential
and 99% commercial for
Covid-19

Shores and South neighbors
- ask us about our
Equipment discounts!

10%
OFF

iWave Air Purifier
Must present coupon
and mention at time
of scheduling. Not valid with
other offers. Expires 12/15/20
01/30/21MP

30

$

Fall Check-Up
Diagnostic Service
Must present coupon
and mention at time
of scheduling and estimate.
Not valid with other offers.
Expires 12/15/20
01/30/21MP

DIGITAL OFFER
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News From Around
St. Johns County

Out With the Old In the New Year
By Tatiana Diaz
The City of St. Augustine is offering the opportunity to get rid of the old in the new
year by recycling certain items during its annual Sustainable St. Augustine Recycling
Event from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 6.
There are two drop-off recycling sites: Francis Field, located at 25 W. Castillo Drive,
and 840 West 16th Street on Anastasia Island, behind the St. Johns Parks & Recreation
Administration Office.
Some of the items the City will
accept are used cooking oil, holiday
lights and batteries (including car
batteries) and a slew of electronic
devices — laptops, tablets, digital
cameras, printers, and more. For a
full list of acceptable items to recycle,
visit the City of St. Augustine’s
website at www.citystaug.com/522/
Recycling-Program.
Free year-round recycling is also
accepted at several sites throughout
St. Johns County at 501 Riberia St. by
the Waste Water Plant and the Solid
Waste Department; Red Cox Road
behind RB Hunt Elementary School;
North City by the Las Palmas condos
on San Marco Blvd.; and the parking lots downtown by trash compactors on Toques
Place, Tolomato and Spanish Street.
For more information on recycling in St. Johns County, contact the City of St.
Augustine at (904) 825-1049, ext. 2.

St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival
Coming May 2021!
The inaugural St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival is
coming May 2021! Happening at the legendary World
Golf Village, this is a showcase of culinary, beverage, and
history.
Experience culinary excellence, world-class cocktails,
live music, epicurean masterclasses, and more from
celebrity chefs, winemakers, and proprietors as well as
local chefs and beer, wine, and spirits artisans.
Guests include award-winning chef, author, and TV
personality Maneet Chauhan, pitmaster Bryan Furman,
World Golf Hall of Famer Greg Norman, decorated golfer
and winemaker Jan Stephenson, Doug Murr of Dog Rose
Brewing Co., Philip McDaniel of
St. Augustine Distillery, and so
many more.
This top-tier culinary event
is not one you want to miss, and
we can't think of a better holiday
gift for the foodies and aspiring
sommeliers on your list than
early bird discount tickets! Go
online at: www: https://tickets.
staugustinefoodandwinefestival.
com/p/tickets

Casa Benedetto’s
Ristorante

“Authentic Homemade
Italian Specialties and Desserts”
Open 12 pm - 8 pm Mon -Thurs, 12 pm - 9 pm Fri & Sat
10% off food bill with coupon
Trays of food and baked goods available for catering.
"Join Our Lunch Club Buy 10 Lunches, Get One FREE"

(904) 471-5999

197 Blackford Way Unit F
Shores Village Plaza US 1 behind Walgreens

$

32%2;-$&.6219,//()/3+21(25)$;  
St. Augustine Observer - January 2021

9

Observer July 2020 Proof

$'9$1&('852/2*<
,167,787(

+RZDUG(SVWHLQ0'
)$&6%RDUG&HUWLÀHG

.DWKHULQH*DUGQHU
13&

&21',7,216:(75($7

%3+
(UHFWLOH'\VIXQFWLRQ
%ODGGHU&DQFHU
.LGQH\&DQFHU
.LGQH\6WRQHV
2YHUDFWLYH%ODGGHU
3URVWDWH&DQFHU
8ULQDU\,QFRQWLQHQFH
9DVHFWRP\
6SDFH2DU

%LOO9DQDVXSD'2
%RDUG&HUWLÀHG

 $*,!-'0 5./#/-.%)!

5 





riversidecottagesALF.com




-RQDWKDQ%DURQ
3$&

12:6(59,1*1257+67-2+16&2817<
7:2/2&$7,216726(59(<28

 

Family-founded and
family owned, Riverside
:25/'*2/)9,//$*(2)),&(
67$8*867,1(2)),&(
Cottages is the caring
6287+3$5.&,5&/(($67
786&$1:$<68,7(
Observer Proof Revised
choice for your beloved
7+(6+233(6$7085$%(//$
June 202067$8*867,1()/
one’s assisted living or
Corrected Spelling of Cornea
memory care needs.
With our tranquil
neighboorhood setting,
world-class dining, and
high
staff-to-resident
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ratio, you can be conﬁdent that your family member is
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receiving attentive care and engaging lifestyle activities in
HFDQQRWEHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUFRQWHQWDQGFRS\RI\RXUDGH[FHSWDVQRWHGRQWKLVSURRIIRUP
a homelike environment.
THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

EYE CENTER
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• Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery
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• Diabetic Eye
SSURYHG


'DWH

$SSURYHGZLWKQRWHGFKDQJHV

'DWH
Exams
• Glaucoma/Retinal
)$;%DFNWR  RUHPDLOWKHSDSHU#EHOOVRXWKQHW
Disease
Paul W. Hund III M.D. Todd P. Thompson M.D.
N. Patrick Hale M.D.
• All Eye Laser
Procedures
• Ophthalmic
Plastic
Surgery
• Optical Shop On
Premises
Russell W. Nelligan M.D.* Michael A. Dagostino O.D. Todd S. Hockett O.D.
*Corena Specialist

1400 US Highway 1 South
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Just North of Target

904.829.2286

10 Florida Park Drive, Ste A
Palm Coast, FL 32137

386.445.1279

Best Vision Center
12 Years

319 West Town Place, Ste 8
St. Augustine, FL 32092
World Golf Village

904.940.9200

800 Zeagler Dr., Ste 120
Palatka, FL 32177
ACCREDITED

386.328.8369

AAAHC Accredited
Surgery Center

ACCREDITATION
ASSOCIATION for
AMBULATORY
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

(904) 342-2590
471 Shores Blvd • St. Augustine 32086
riversidecottagesALF.com
License # AL12763
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S PREMIER AGENCY
FOR HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

Now is the time to RESHOP
your Home Insurnce

Home • Rental • Condo • Short Term Rental •Auto

Shores & South Communities
Premier Agency for HOME Insurance

Desired Coverage

Yearly Premium*

Personal Property at actual cash value

$150000
$850
$160000
$895
$170,000
$945
$180,000
$970
$190,000
$1,040
$200,000
$1,085
$210,000
$1,135
$220,000
$1,180
$230,000
$1,225
$250,000
$1,320
DISCLAIMER: * Based on 1984 Masonry Home, Hip
roof less the 15 years old, $2,500/2% deductibles,
$100,000 liability, home at replacements cost.

FIRST FLORIDA INSURANCE

“QUOTE CHALLENGE”

Barbara & Norman
Sapp

CALL, CLICK FOR INFORMATION
904-540-1499 • WWW.firstfloridainsurance.com

MEMBER (FAIA) • AFFILIATE MEMBER BOARD OF REALTORS • A&B RATED CARRIERS WITH AM-BEST Trusted Choice

ONLY YOU KNOW & I KNOW

You already knew (if your read last month's
Observer) that the Total Sales Volume of all categories
of real estate sold in St. Johns County from Jan. 1,
2020 to the end of Sept. 2020 was up 19.84% over
2019. That statistic has gone even higher now as a
result of closings in October - the total dollar volume
(1/1/2020 to 10/31/2020) compared to 2019 is now
up 22.94% - WOW! As a matter of fact, by the end
of October of 2020, St. Johns County has had $50
million more in sales than the entire 2019 calendar
year! October closings in 2020 were up by 47% over
2019 in number of sales and 50% in dollar volume.
What will 2021 have in store?
• Expect Interest Rates to remain at their historically
low rates until our National economy starts recover
in all sectors of the economy.

• Expect New Homes sales to continue to stay
strong all over our County.
• Expect Resale Home prices to continue to rise as
inventory remains low.
• Expect lots, land and commercial real estate to
continue to perform well.
I have been helping people in St. Augustine & St.
Johns County since 1984. Our company has served
thousands of families over the decades.
When you get ready to make a move or
a friend of yours needs help navigating
the real estate maze, I will be honored
to provide the knowledge and expertise
that I have gathered over the 36 years
serving our community. Who better to
help you in 2021 than Century 21!
Put "Dirk to Work" for YOU!

Dirk Schroeder

Direct: 904-540-2360

2820 US 1 S. St. Augustine FL 32086
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"Diaries of a Shores Grand-Dad"
Sometimes it’s hard to get motivated
or to be inspired especially when most
everyone is being told the cup (or our
Country) is half empty. Well, that is
just more fake news (sorry, that term is
overused by now). Our glass is always
half full; even in 2020 with the politics
and the virus and the statue toppling and
the looting and rioting. Let's get recharged.
Let’s get inspired by some historical quotes
for 2021. Let’s make the cup run over.
Let's begin with a simple and uplifting
message. How about this one from our
very own Preamble - "We the People
of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for
the common defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity..."
So, our mission is to strive to become
"more perfect" - just as the Bible tells us.
We should offer a hand up (not a hand out)
to everyone who needs to be lifted up "to
promote the general Welfare". It's not just
a great philosophy to try to be "always
better" but it is what will bring us greater
enjoyment in our lives and make our
Country greater.
How about this uplifting message from
Og Mandino; "I will greet this day with
love in my heart. For this is the greatest
secret of success in all ventures…" and
"…Never will I allow my heart to become
small and bitter, rather I will share it and it
will grow and warm the earth." Greet the
New Year with love in your heart. Greet
your fellow man with love in your heart.

As for warming the earth...
God is testing us down here on earth so
that, if we get to be a part of his eternal
church, he will welcome us in (even
though we're not worthy). In 2021, if you
think that you have a heavy cross to carry
then maybe on April 4th, 2021 you will
reconsider your burden. If you ever need to
get inspired, watch the movie "The Passion
of the Christ" and you will know what I
mean.
How about these inspiring words, "…
and upon this act, sincerely believed to be an
act of justice, warranted by the Constitution,
upon military necessity, I invoke the
considerate judgment of mankind, and the
gracious favor of Almighty God." That
was Abe Lincoln, over 150 years ago,
invoking the “considerate judgment” of
mankind and the “gracious favor of God”
to free all those who were enslaved. He
was following through on our Constitution
wherein "all men are created equal" and
actually doing something about it against a
Southern headwind. In 2020, let’s seek out
the "gracious favor of God" and let’s be the
one who defines "considerate judgment"
in our words and even more so in our
actions.
As for me, all I need is to remember
that I'm a Grand-Dad and to look at those
two bright and beautiful granddaughters
of ours and know that I am blessed by
the grace of God (with an occasional side
dish of screaming to test our considerate
judgment). On that note, I wish everyone,
as always, a better 2021 and a Sunshine
State of Mind!

Licensed # CFC057849

by Dirk Schroeder
Serving Jacksonville/Daytona/
Sanford/Orlando Airports

WE DO
PLUMBING!

Guranteed Repairs
& Installation
Prompt 7 Day Service
Free Estimates

.

$ 20 00

824-1836
OFF

Limit one coupon per customer

%%4 .4 1I%
%FOUBM4VSHFPO

JERRY’S MB

SR 312

COMPLETE REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FOR
MERCEDES AND BMW

24/7 Door to door Service
Single party rides
Experienced, safe & Courteous Drivers
No gas or extra person surcharges
We even provide bottled water
For rates & reservations
call 910-299-8441 or email:
ajsairporttransportation@yahoo.com
“20% off of any ride”
Vehicle relocation service available

OxfordDental Proof 3
Background Graphics

Gregory E. Oxford

Formerly known as

•
•
•
•
•

t&YUSBDUJPOT
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t*NQMBOUT
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Isabell G. Oxford, %.%
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EPIC THEATER

SR 207

2060 Dobbs Rd
(behind Epic Movie - turn at McDonalds)

829.5259

HUB0000014186-01 (3.278col, 3.28in x 4in) 08/19/2014 04:45 EST

100 Whetstone Place
Suite 308
St. Augustine, FL

810-2345

www.oxforddental.net
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Happy New Year
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Financial Focus

Feeling Off?

Information Provided by
Edward Jones

By Jocelyn Babcock
PT, DPT
First Coast Rehabilitation
(904) 829-3411
Your balance system is much like a choir:
a combination of vision, proprioception
(your sense of where your limbs are in space)
and the vestibular system (information from
the inner ear). Information from your eyes,
your brain, and your vestibular system
integrates to keep you upright. This helps
you navigate through your environment,
gauging how far you are from objects and
preventing you from falling. When one
part is out of tune, the others can usually
compensate
Balance can be affected by a decrease
in strength, a more sedentary lifestyle,
vestibular impairments, vision changes,
decreased sensation or proprioception, and
dizziness. A physical therapist can assess
the cause and develop a plan to get you
back to the things you love to do, safely.
Having good balance and motor planning
is important in keeping independent and
healthy longer.
Often as people age, vision can get
weaker, mobility can lessen, both effecting
balance, putting people at an increased risk
for falling. Out of fear of falling, many
people stop doing their preferred activities
or favorite past-times, like walking on the
beach or playing golf.
Another part of balance is how we receive
information from sensors in our joints and
muscles. This is called proprioception.
This information tells us how high we need
to lift out feet in order to clear the floor with
each step. Proprioception can be hindered
by muscles and joint tightness but can be
re-trained with stretching and exercise.
A third component of balance comes
from the Vestibular system, which is in
the inner ear. Vestibular Dysfunction is

Time for New Year’s
Financial Resolutions

fairly common and may be the reason
for poor balance. Very small crystals in
the ear tell your brain which way is up
regardless of position. Sometimes these
crystals become displaced, provide faulty
information, and often results in vertigo.
Vestibular Dysfunction may also be caused
by decreased input from the nerves of the
inner ear. In either case, a faulty vestibular
system may distort a sense of uprightness
resulting in a higher risk for falls. Simple
tests performed by your physician or
physical therapist can tell you right away
if your vestibular system is working
properly. Treatment may consist of specific
exercises to retrain the inner ear, balance
and proprioception training, and treatments
designed to relocate displaced crystrals
(otocona).
Falls are the leading cause of injury in
people over 65 years old. If loss of balance,
fear of falling or dizziness is a concern, a
vestibular trained therapist can help decrease
the symptoms by assessing the crystals in
your inner ear and helping reposition them
through specific maneuvers/exercises.
If you are falling, have come close
to falling, have a fear of falling or just
wondering if you can improve your
balance, First Coast Rehab has therapists
that can help and providing free balance
screenings at 209 Blackford Way on Wed,
Jan 13, 12:30-1:45.
Please call for a time slot (904-9071122).

Do You Have Community News to Share?

Many of us probably felt that 2020
lasted a very long time. But now that 2021
is upon us, we can make a fresh start –
and one way to do that is to make some
New Year’s resolutions. Of course, you
can make these resolutions for all parts of
your life – physical, emotional, intellectual
– but have you ever considered some
financial resolutions?
Here are a few such resolutions to
consider:
•
Don’t overreact to events.When
the coronavirus pandemic hit in midFebruary, the financial markets took a big
hit. Many people, convinced that we were
in for a prolonged slump, decided to take
a “time out” and headed to the investment
sidelines. But it didn’t take long for the
markets to rally, rewarding those patient
investors who stayed the course. Nothing
is a certainty in the investment world, but
the events of 2020 followed a familiar
historical pattern: major crisis followed by
market drop followed by strong recovery.
The lesson for investors? Don’t overreact
to today’s news – because tomorrow may
look quite different.
• Be prepared. At the beginning
of 2020, nobody was anticipating a
worldwide pandemic and its terrible
consequences, both to individuals’ health
and to their economic well-being. None
of us can foretell the future, either, but we
can be prepared, and one way to do so is by
building an emergency fund. Ideally, such
a fund should be kept in liquid, low-risk
vehicles and contain at least six months’
worth of living expenses.
• Focus on moves you can control. In
response to pandemic-related economic
pressures, some employers cut their
matching contributions to 401(k) plans in
2020. Will some future event cause another

such reduction? No one knows – and even
if it happens, there’s probably nothing you
can do about it. Instead of worrying about
things you can’t control, focus on those
you can. When it comes to your 401(k)
or similar employer-sponsored retirement
plan, put in as much as you can afford this
year, and if your salary goes up, increase
your contribution.
• Recognize your ability to build
savings. During the pandemic, the
personal savings rate shot up, hitting a
record of 33% in April, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Economy Analysis. It fell
over the next several months, but still
remained about twice as high as the rate
of the past few years. Of course, much
of this surge in Americans’ proclivity to
save money was due to our lack of options
for spending it, as the coronavirus caused
either complete or partial shutdowns in
physical retail establishments, as well
as dining and entertainment venues. But
if you did manage to boost your own
personal savings when your spending
was constrained, is it possible to remain
a good saver when restrictions are lifted?
Probably. And the greater your savings,
the greater your financial freedoms –
including the freedom to invest and
freedom from excessive debt. When we
reach a post-pandemic world, see if you
can continue saving more than you did
in previous years – and use your savings
wisely.
These aren’t the only financial
resolutions you can make – but following
them may help you develop habits that
could benefit you in 2021 and beyond.
This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member
SIPC

Do you have news, events or personal interest information that
are relevant to our communities in Southern St. Johns County?
Please forward them to the Editor for consideration for the
monthly Observer.
Please contact Editor
email: clifflogsdon@att.net or call 904-607-1410
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Find Joy at Shores
United Methodist!

724 Shores Boulevard
St. Augustine, Florida 32086
(904) 797-4416
Visit www.shoresumc.org
for online services.
Drive-In Service - “Come as you
are and stay in your car”. 9:00 am
on Sunday (No service if raining)
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Fran’s Knitting Boutique
“Quality Yarns & Accessories”
• Hand Knitting
• Crochet
• Machine Knitting
• Classes Available

904-797-9951

2765 US 1 S., St. Augustine 32086

Please support the businesses in the Observer!
They make this publication possible...Thank you!
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Hammock Dunes

Private Gated Golf Community
Ocean front corner unit has a wrap
around balcony, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths,
Living Rm, Dining Rm and an Office
with a private balcony. All NEW
stainless steel appliances and granite
counter tops. Dining room has built in
book shelves and granite top wet bar. Sue Poleski, Realtor
Call today for a private showing of this
“move in ready” condo in an upscale
community. $585,000
Charles Umpenhour, Inc.

386-338-4567

Morrell Plumbing
Over 35 years experience!

William Morrell
74 Ocean Cay Blvd
St. Augustine FL 32080

609-827-8570
609-634-6781

williamJmorrelljr@comcast.net

Re-piping
new construction
custom houses
remodels
gas piping
No job too big or too small !
License # BL-6049

Stolen Kayak

Someone took a kayak and paddle from our yard on
Altara Drive in The Shores. We are offering a $100
reward with no questions asked if found/returned.
,IZHƓQGWKHND\DNDQGZH$5(ORRNLQJZHZLOO
press charges against anyone associated with the
theft. Please call 904-759-1421 for reward if found.

$100 Reward

Computer Corner
by Steven Aldrich
904-479-5661

Fool me once...
It is a well known fact that there are
“sucker lists” which contain the contact
info of folks who have fallen for an
online scam. These lists are sold and resold to wanna-be-scammers.
If you have fallen victim to a scam, the
chances of more scammers contacting you
are very high. With each new attempt the
scams look more like the real thing. We
need to be diligent in these times. There
are much higher rates of unemployment
in the world right now, and that means
that there will be more people that turn to
crime in order to make money.
The global cost of cybercrime is
expected to hit 11.4 million dollars per
minute in 2021. Yes, per minute! In
the US, Florida is only surpassed by
California in the number of cybercrime
victims and total losses. Which makes
sense, as the losses by age group show
that “over 60” is the most victimized age
group in numbers and losses.
The average person in the US has
dramatically increased their internet use
since the pandemic hit. Being stuck at
home and looking for ways to connect,
or find entertainment has driven this
increase. Facebook has seen a 27%
increase in traffic. Youtube and Netflix

have both seen an increase of over 15%.
This means more exposure to online
scammers. It is important that we remain
safe while we use the web. It is also
important to be very cautious about the
email we open. There has been a big
upswing in fraudulent email scams. This
is where the scammer creates emails that
look very convincingly like the real thing
from a bank or financial institution.
What should you do if you have been
scammed?
The FBI has a website where you
may file a complaint: www.ic3.gov
Please tell your friends and family if
you have been scammed, as they are very
likely to be the next victim. I know, it
can be embarrassing, however… When a
scammer gets your details, and possibly
access to your computer, they look for
your contacts to add to their hit list.
Steven Aldrich is a technology
advisor with decades of experience
as an IT Director and is the owner of
First Coast Computer Services. Contact
Steven if you need a trusted advisor to
come to your business or home and help
with your technology. See my ad on this
page. Steve@fccspro.com or (904) 4795661.

Computer Problems?
904-481-6786
www.StrictlySeniors.org

Wheelchair Accessible
Transportation for Seniors

All with a Caring Advocate in the Drivers Seat!
Offering both short and long distance trips to/from:
-Medical Appointments
-Community Activities
-Special Occasions with friends and family.
-Airports ( pick up, drop off and flight companions.)

Residential Matchmaker

Tracey Kuczinski
The Senior Advocate

-25+years of experience helping seniors and those who
love them find the right care based on personal needs..
-Assistance in finding the most appropriate and affordable
assisted living communities and Alzheimer’s care.
Call to discuss the best options for you or a loved one!

$109

Standard Service Call

At Your Home or Business
OR

$49 REMOTE Service
call for details

Testimonial:
Steven is very knowledgeable and extremely patient.
Thank you Steven for always helping me understand
the issue and to offer smart and cost effective solutions.

(904) 479-5661

info@fccspro.com

w w w.fccspro.com

Ask about our discount for Veterans
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If you or a loved one are in need of Rehabilitation after a Hospital
Stay, we know your goal is to get Home as soon as possible.
Our Friendly and Professional Nursing and Rehabilitation staff will
get you or a loved one healthy with all the necessary skills you will
need to return home.
Please Call or Stop by for a Tour Today!

(904) 797-1800

M OULTRIE CREEK
NURSING & REHAB CENTER

200 Mariner Health Way
St. Augustine, FL 32086

YOUR BRIDGE BETWEEN THE HOSPITAL & HOME

www.MoultrieCreekRehab.com
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FARMERS GIVES
YOU MORE WAYS
TO SAVE ON
AUTO INSURANCE

Take advantage of multiple
discounts on auto insurance.
At Farmers, in addition to customized coverage
features, we offer a number of discounts to reward
good behavior (like safe driving and paying on
time) and show appreciation for your business
with Farmers. In addition to discounts for going
paperless, paying in full, and setting up your
account on automatic payment.

Ask me about discounts available
in ST AUGUSTINE.

904.567.3877

Shawn-Michael Manniel

Your Local Agent

880 SANTA MARIA BLVD STE 4
ST AUGUSTINE, FL 32086
SMANNIEL@FARMERSAGENT.COM

