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In Memorium

Greater Binghamton Bengali Association

Shri Amal Krishna Banerjee (Shastri-Ji, to our community) left our mortal world for his heavenly abode on
October 1, 2020, finally succumbing to cancer after a brave and dignified battle with this illness for 3 years,
never ever losing his positivity of spirit and energy in this fight. He was born on February 16, 1941 ina
Bengali-Hindu family, in pre-Independence Calcutta. After growing up till his teenage years in a home with
his loving parents, two brothers and a sister, he left for Bombay at the age of 16 to find a job. He spent the
next 19 years in that city before receiving a telegram from his father one day that he had to come home
because his marriage had been “fixed” to a beautiful Bengali girl, Amiya (Mashima, to our community).
Shastri-Ji and Mashima got married without ever meeting once, as was a common custom in those days
and in due course had three children, Jana, Chandana and Aniruddha whom most people in our Greater
Binghamton community know.

Soon after marriage, Shastri-Ji received a job posting in Sarabhai Chemicals in Baroda, Gujarat. He
obtained a Masters degree in Astrology from Maharaja Sayajirao University and embarked on a career as a
priest and astrologer while continuing to work in his other job. He travelled to many states in India in the
next few decades performing religious rituals and sharing his knowledge of astrology and Hindu scriptures.
He eventually moved to the United States in 2005 to serve as a priest in a temple in Somerset, NJ. After a
few years in Somerset, he relocated to Long Island, NY where he found employment as a priest in the Long
Island Kali Temple and finally to Queens, NYC. He retired from the Queens, NYC Temple in 2016 to live in
Greater Binghamton and be close to his son, Aniruddha, daughter-in-law Abha and grandchildren, Aditya
and Ananta. He and Mashima moved with Aniruddha to California in February 2020 after their son
relocated to that state.

Shastri-Ji has had a long association with the Bengali community in Greater Binghamton. He served as the
priest in every Greater Binghamton Durga Puja from the year 2008 when the community organized their
first community Durga Puja, till the community Durga Puja of 2019.

He will be greatly missed by everybody that knew him. He was a wonderful and dedicated husband, father,
father-in-law and grandparent. Our community in Greater Binghamton will fondly remember him as a warm,
kind-hearted and cheerful friend, neighbor and elder that could always be counted on to perform our
community pujas, Hathe Khori during Saraswati Pujas and Annaprashans (first rice eating ceremonies for
infants).

May his atman find shanti in the divine presence of our Supreme Creator!
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Amritakshi Sanyal
Chapter 1: All about me

Hi! My name is Sophie. | live at the pet store. | live with my mom, dad, three
sisters, and three brothers. | am a little puppy. | am the youngest of all my
sisters and brothers. I'm just 2 weeks old. | love to play tag with my brothers
and sisters. | also like to play hide and seek with them. Sometimes | hide
behind my parents. I'm a puppy with golden fur. That is all about me.

Chapter 2: My cage

My cage is 3 meters long. Its width is 2 meters. It is a long, nice cage. Two
sides of the cage are made of hard plastic. The other two sides are made of
metal rods. Through the gaps between the rods, | love to see the whole pet
store. It is filled with cats, birds, and other dogs like me. This is my world.

Chapter 3: My owner

There was a girl at the pet store who took care of me. People called her
Olivia. When | ran to her, she patted me gently. She loved me a lot and |
loved her too. She gave me a lot of food in a bowl. She even gave me a nice
bath. One day she bought me a doll. I loved that doll and | played with it a
lot.

Chapter 4: My family disappears

On some days, people came to the pet store. They took many pets from the
store. New pets took their place. One day people took everyone in my family.
| was alone in my cage. | thought of my family a lot. It was like they
disappeared. One day | heard my owner ask her mom, “Can | take this puppy
to our house?” “Sure, you can take her if you want,” her mom replied.

Chapter 5: Leaving the pet store

Olivia was excited to hear her mom’s response. She always asked her mom
when she will pet me. But her mom always said, “Soon.” Finally, one day
Olivia’s mom took me into their house. First Olivia put me in a cage. It was
much smaller than my earlier cage. She covered it with a small blanket. It
was cozy and warm inside the cage. | fell asleep quickly. When | woke up, |
saw that Olivia was patting me gently on her lap and we were inside her
house. Olivia’s house was nice and decorated. Olivia took great care of me.
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Chapter 6: The outside world

One day, Olivia opened a door of her house and took me outside. | saw many
things such as the sky, grass, trees, flowers, and something with windows
and wheels. | heard Olivia’s mom saying, “Come on sweetie, take that puppy
inside the car.” Then | discovered that the “car’ was the thing that had the
wheels and the windows. After | went inside the car, Olivia’s mom drove us
to the pet store. In the pet store | saw the many familiar animals but from
outside a cage.

Chapter 7: My new friends

Sometimes Olivia took me to the pet store with her mom. One day, | met two
Kittens at the store. Their names were Stella and Isabella. They were twins
with white fur. Olivia said they were two weeks old, and she let me play with
them. | played with them a lot. Olivia laughed when she watched us play.

Chapter 8: Olivia’s birthday

One day Olivia was very excited. She kept saying that she was excited for
her birthday party. They decorated their house with balloons and colored
pieces of paper called confetti. The next day there was a crowd at Olivia’s
house. In front of me there was a tall cake. “Hi Tim,” Olivia said. Tim’s parents
were Olivia’s aunt and uncle. Olivia’s uncle had a dog with him. | ran to the
dog who seemed familiar. Then | realized that the dog was my mom. “Sophie
is that you,” my mom asked. “Yes, it's me,” | replied. We were so glad to see
each other again. My mom petted and cuddled me.
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Amritakshi
Sanyal is

9 years old
and a grade
IV student at
Enders Road
Elementary
School.
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Alice Bhawal: Agei1, Grade 5.
She lives in lthaca N.Y.
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The Peacock
Ella Bagchi

| see a crown of blue and
yellow,

With eyes that are calm
and mellow.

An indigo throat,

And a spotted coat,

Silky and smooth,
Without a single bump or
groove.

But, even with its elegant
stride,

And supposed everlasting
pride,

It is other birds that it
admires.

The other birds have what
it desires.

No matter how much it
would try,

The peacock could never
be able to fly.

Ella Bagchi
Age 11
Grade 6
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Meenakshi Chakravadnu: Age: 11:
Grade 6
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Airbus Vs. Boeing: A History of Market Rivalry

Sriram Chakravadhanula

Market rivalry could be quite intense when only two companies compete with each other. With every customer
demand, the vendor who responds with a better, faster and more intuitive solution, will earn the glory. The competitor
must find other ways to fight back.

Writing the entire history of rivalry between these two companies is a thesis, therefore | will throw light on a few
fundamental points of how the two companies

analyzed the market and responded accordingly. Please note that | will be jumping through time from mid 20t
century to current time, due to the need to condense my research.

PAST PROGRESSION

After the Jet age began with the first ever Boeing 707 in 1958, Airbus and Boeing both got pulled into a world where
jet travel was becoming increasingly popular. The commercial aircraft industry began to grow. Numerous airline
companies started popping up due to the increase in consumer demand for personalizing aircrafts. Then started the
great race. Both the big companies immediately started creating more efficient aircraft and improving them by the
year. Some aircraft in the early stages that were hits included the Boeing 727, and the Airbus 300,310.

hen Airbus created its one and only Airbus 320 in 1987. This aircraft was
small, fast, and fuel efficient and it was created to travel short distances.
This aircraft was way out of the leagues of Boeing at that point. And this
attacked the fundamental concepts of air travel.

If you think about it, Planes were used back then for long range travel. Like
New York to London, or Sydney to Delhi. Nobody wanted a flight that did o 5
New York to Washington. They just hopped on a train, or car, or boat. But now, W|th the reduced ticket prices, air
travel was the more popular option, and it was faster. Many airline companies prospered.

Boeing needed a new system of air travel. They needed to
change the way airlines thought of air travel in order to make
money. So, they thought of this genius Idea of the hub system.
This is quite the system. Instead of Airline companies putting
flights on random important routes and buying flights to fit that
specific route, the hub system is where There are two hub
airports, like A and B in the diagram below, and multiple smaller
airports surrounding it. There would be small, efficient flights ~
such as the Airbus 320 taking passengers from the small airports to the hub alrport and a large long distance
aircraft carrying all the passengers from all the surrounding airports to the other hub airport, where again,
small aircrafts take the passengers to their designated destination.

For example, if you would like to go from Small Airport Green to Small Airport Orange you must fly to Hub Airport A
and then fly to Hub Airport B and then fly to Small Airport Orange. It is a 3-flight routine.
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Everyone understood the plan, but there was one flaw, there simply wasn't an
aircraft that could carry 600 passengers and travel such long distances such | ’
as A to B. Boeing replied by creating their Boeing 747, The Jumbo Jet, which ﬁ :
was a 1 %2 story aircraft that held 4 engines. It was the biggest of its time and | =55 <
was very efficient for the time being. This cut costs for the airline companies if ==

not for the passengers.

At this point, we must take into account one important factor. The competition

was growing at an alarming rate, so every new airplane release('m not mentioning all of them due to large number of
releases) was much much more fuel efficient, more high tech, and much more safer than anything before. So, it
wasn't long before the Hub system became unideal. It was taking too many airplanes to run, and these airplanes
were becoming too old, and expensive to keep up. So, Airbus and Boeing knew a time was coming where they
needed to change the system again, something similar to the original. The result was the point to point system.

The point to point system is easy enough to understand. It basically is where and Airline company creates a route
from any airport in the world to any other airport in the world. Therefore, decreasing problems of overcrowding in Hub
airports and allowing them to flexibly switch their routes to their current needs. The only problem was the aircraft.
There wasn't an aircraft that had the travel distance to go around the world. And with large passenger sizes. So now
was the start of a new revolution in aircraft flying.

Boeing again was saved by and earlier model called the responded with their new Boeing 757 which was larger than
the Airbus 320, but way smaller than the 747. Its range was perfect for transatlantic flights, and flights between
countries around the world. So, it was a backup plan for now, however, the market demanded super human planes
that could literally travel anywhere to anywhere.

Again, we are skipping a few decades where airbus and Boeing both released airplanes that got larger and larger,
and traveled longer and longer distances.

This is where some of the modern aircraft come into play. Boeing created the Boeing 777 in 1998 with multiple
models in order to fit into the point to point system. Airbus on the other hand was not ready with their first model of
the Airbus 350 till 2012.

THE MODERN DIVERSE MARKET

(BY modern | mean the 21st century)

We must understand the fact that at this point there are multiple systems in place. Just because the point to point
system was being responded to, the hub system was still widely in use. If you see a map of all the routes of an airline
company, in this case British Airways, you will notice both the hub system, extending outward from London and the
point to point system in place, although British Airways decided to focus more on hub system, other airline
companies have different routes.
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What this creates is a diverse market. Airbus and (o

Boeing had to battle on many fronts because they _gﬁ_
have to please the customers who would like to follow e
both the Hub system and the Point to Point system.

While Airbus and Boeing worked on the two long haul i
aircraft (Airbus 350, Boeing 777), They alsoneededto
improve their aircraft for the Hub system. The aircraft
that were used at that time were old and weren’t
efficient. But the companies decided that they didn't
need a new aircraft, all they needed was to improve
their best flights for the hub system.

THE BATTLE OF THE SMALL PLANES

Airbus wanted to improve on their old A320 and make an engine
upgrade that ensures that they have an efficient short-range flight as
well. They added new engines to the plane, which were more efficient
that the old ones. This enhanced the amazing plane even more and it
sold well, to Boeing’s displeasure. This was known as the A320 NEO
and CEO project. Boeing immediately retaliated with the Boeing 737
Max. Which has basically the same upgrades as the Airbus project?
However, something went terribly wrong with the plane. You probably
saw the news, right? Multiple Boeing 737 Max’s crashing for no apparent reason. Scared the whole
world? Boeing launched an immediate investigation and found the problem. The upgrade that took place
on this plane was just a new bigger engine. However, this new bigger engine didn’t quite fit under the
wing, so they moved the engine a little bit forward to make sure it fits. This caused a difference in the
Airfoil shape of the wing and caused the plane to tilt too far upward, therefore having a stall. However,
Boeing already knew this problem before they released it and they made a software called the MCAS
system. This was a system that AUTOMATICALLY lowered the plane’s nose when it went up too far.
The plane did wonderful in its test runs. The true problem came when they released the plane. They forgot
to tell the pilots about the MCAS system. Therefore, they were unable to cut the program when the
MCAS system was malfunctioning. The plane kept on ditching downward into a nosedive, and the pilots
had no idea what was going on. Thousands died in the process. However now, the pilots know what the
system is and how to turn it off in emergency situations. Now the 737 is as safe as any plane.

THE AXE VS THE LANCE

Boeing knew that they needed a new aircraft, Airbus’s more modern 350 was easily more technologically
advanced. They needed a new idea, one that all airline companies weren’t expecting, and they came up
with the Boeing 787 Dreamliner. Here is a short description.

Boeing 787 Dreamliner:

It is known as the Dreamliner for a reason. The passenger
comfort was the main focus when building this aircraft. The air
humidity, sound pollution, food taste, most comfortable seating
arrangements, and also the newest engines with the most
technologically advanced cockpit at the time. (for more
information on the Dreamliner, please check out my article in the 2019 Anjali magazine.)
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Airbus was now in a pinch Boeing had so much more options to give airline companies. And the new
plane was so advanced and efficient, not only in fuel and money, but also in passenger comfort. That was
why Airbus decided to build the world’s largest aircraft. The Airbus 380. Here is a short description.

Airbus 380: This airplane was built to be the most versatile
aircraft. It could carry the most passengers due to its enormous
size, it has an extremely long range, and can go very fast. (for
more information on the Airbus380 please check out my article
in the 2019 Anjali Magazine)

THE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA

As you all know, Australia is in the middle of nowhere. Therefore, in the olden days, the only way to get
there was by boat. Even when air travel was becoming popular, boat was still your best option, not only
money wise, but because it was one trip. On airplane, it would take you 20 stops, taking something
known as the kangaroo route, jumping from here to there all the way to Australia from London. When the
Boeing 747 was released, the trip magnificently was shortened to 30 hours, but even the 747 needed one
stop.

This is where Airbus and Boeing fought to supply Qantas with the best possible flight. The two
companies created their own most modern aircraft that will soon be released. They are called the Boeing
777X and the Airbus 350XWB. Here is a short description on these two aircraft.

Boeing 777X:

The Plane was designed to be mostly made from composites, increasing fuel efficiency and decreasing weight. What
is really specially however is this new aircraft's wings. With a new Wing
design, which is rarely done on new aircrafts, these wings are more curved
and are longer than usual aircraft wings, therefore the wing fold when they are
parking so that they don't create more problems for airports. The Aircraft also
has the newest engines with complete carbon composite turbines. This is the
World’s most efficient engine. 12% less fuel per seat than any competing
aircraft

Airbus 350XWB:

This plane is going to be more efficient due to new engines(obviously). Since the plane hasn’t been released yet, we
do not know much about it, except that its fuselage’s shape (the body of the aircraft) will be wider. XWB stands for
Xtra Wide Body. It is sure to be as amazing as the other planes above.

| hope you learned something about the market history between these two aircraft companies, and | hope you will
continue to learn, as | said, it is very difficult to fit all of this information in 2000 words, Have a good rest of your day!

Sriram Chakravadhanula:

Grade 9, age 14.
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Sureeta Das

25 | ST 824



Sureeta Das

You look like flu,

But we have no clue about you.

There was no forecaster,
To warn us about spreading faster,

Swifter than cancer,

And finally become the grandmaster of all disaster.

You are so fearless,
That we feel helpless

From this illness.

You are so minute,

Yet you're increasing every minute.

You are invisible,

Yet so invincible.

You infect the society without any barrier,
And make us cope with fear

With respiratory failure.

You are so tricky,
And not at all picky.
You gave us the curve

as a curse.
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You gave us economic devastation,

Making us go through frustration.

Why are you being so serious,
And making us anxious.

In spite of being cautious.

All of you should be minus from our lives.
And | wish you were all lies,

flew away like flies.

You are here to rule,
[t's not cool,

to make me miss my school

In our home we are confined,

| wish you could be captivated,
And be arrested.

You should be put in prison,

For your treason.

You taught us how to sanitize,
To avoid getting any other disease.
You taught us not to take advantage

And take life for granted.



You taught us the meaning of family time,
taking a break from our busy lives.

spending some precious time with loved ones of mine.

You taught us social distancing,
And pursuit of virtual mingling.
You gave us a solution,

How to make less pollution.

We learned to appreciate about essential personnel, Sureeta Das

To keep us well, Grade: 7; Age: 11: Sureeta is
passionate about dancing,

You put nature at its best, singing, swimming and proud

of her award achievements in
Chess and Taw Kwando.

And humankind at its worst.
You became a pandemic to make a panic,

still can't cure you with a tonic.

| wish vaccine could be manufactured,

Then only you could be captured.

You are making me fall on my knees ,
To make a plea,
Not to be so carefree,

And free us from your super contagious spree.

Gods please save us
From this vicious virus!

Relieve the World from this crisis.
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Hridayanshu Das:
Grade: 8,

Age: 13
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Galaxy and shoofing star in the night

sky
Water fountain in front of the Bellagie,
Vegas

Arpan Dasgupta
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[1] "Getting lost in 'One Belt, One Road™. Hong Kong Economic Journal. 12 April 2016. Simply

put, China is trying to buy friendship and political influence by investing massive amounts of

money on infrastructure in countries along the 'One Belt, One Road'".

[2]https://scroll.in/article/963879/indias-restrictions-on-chinese-fdi-to-protect-domestic-firms-is-
likely-to-
backfire#:~:text=Davis%20is%20right%20that%20China,billion%20between%202015%20and
%202019.&text=There%20are%20currently%2016%20FP1s,Kong%20in%20India's%20stock%
20markets.

[3]
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magampura Mahinda Rajapaksa Port#:~:text=1t%20is%20named
%20after%20former,the%20People's%20Republic%200f%20China.

[4] https://www.china-briefing.com/news/the-china-angola-partnership-a-case-study-of-chinas-

oil-relationships-with-african-nations/

[5] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnmUwkYoUqgo

[6] https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/pakistan-discovers-the-high-cost-of-chinese-investment/
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Born and raised in Kolkata, Gautam Sarkar moved to the US for higher
education in chemistry. Besides being a university faculty, Gautam enjoys
travelling and writing. He has contributed his articles to 'Anjali' over the past
several years; primarily describing his various experiences in the US and in
India, as well as in elsewhere where he has traveled to.
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Abhishek Datta: Age: 20

I'm a Computer Science
Engineering student,

with a real love and
passion for drawing.

| draw anyone or
anything that [ find
inspiring!

[ love listening to pop
music, and my favourite
time of the year s Durga
Puja
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Swapnila Das

Swapnila is a mother of
two daughters and lives
in Manlius. She has a
background in interior
designing. Besides
painting, her hobbies
include gardening,
traveling, and cooking.
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Dipa Dasgupta lives with her husband Arnab and
son Arpan in New Hartford, New York.

Dipa loves to make portraits & landscapes using
watercolor, oil paint and acrylics since her
childnhood.

While working in Central Excise and Customs
(CES) back in India, Dipa was awarded 2" in an
art competition held nationwide among the CES
employees.




Dipa Dasgupta
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My Oracle
Asish Mukherjee

You came to me when twilight fell
And crickets hummed in the darkening dale
And the limpid moon shone silver pale

On Memory’s dark and winding trail

You told me life is a strange tale
Driven by Time’s blowing gale
That sweeps our gems into Yesterday’s well

And shrouds them in dark Oblivion’s veil

You told me my journey has now begun
For my soul to reach the eternal Sun
And gain the vision to see my story

Where all my treasures are alive in glory.

and travel.
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You told me you always walked by my side
Along my life’s rugged ride
The loves that seemed hidden in rust

Will gleam now with your pixie dust

What's fulfillment? Can you reveal?
Are hopes ever meant to turn real?
You said each moment is real like a gem

Carved from Time’s moving game

Splintered hopes shine just as bright
As cherished dreams with lofty height.

Trampled flowers smell just as sweet

As bouquets offered at the idol’s feet.

Asish is a physician by profession; he loves writing, computers,



Pathivrathaa

Sushma Vijayakrishna

There she goes, Meghana, look, she is one the | was talking
about!”, Deepa struck my shoulder with a ‘kilo’ force in
excitement.

‘Aaah! What about it now? We just have two hours for our exam,
and you seem to be least bothered about it. Can we hold the
curiosity for later?”

‘No Meghana, this is really important. You are not paying

. attention. | will prove to you, that my ‘digging in’ is not baseless.
We study journalism, and curiosity is part of this profession. Lack
of it is not only a shortfall, but also potentially unprofessional!
What is the point in studying for and writing exams when we
really can't apply the subject?”

“OK | agree, however the need of this hour is to get ready for the
exam. Let us look into this matter tomorrow, please? By the way,
a journalist cannot afford to be short tempered. This profession
demands a lot of patience in pursuing the truth. Being hasty and
aggressive can actually mislead us from the factual truth.”

“Meghana, for sake of that very truth, turn your head and look out
of the window. Satyameva Jayate!”, yelled Deepa.

Before | could turn back to my desk, she pulled me out of my
chair and led me to the window in our dorm room.

As | was watching the street, it was an interesting sight. Just as she described earlier, a woman holding an
umbrella was hastily walking away from the crowds into a small lane, at the end of the street. She was clad
in a white Bengali cotton saree with pink cherry blossoms on the entire body of the saree. It looked heavily
starched, and neatly ironed. Her dress sense spoke of her simple yet conformed lifestyle. She was graceful
in her walk even in that hastiness. | bet she must be pretty too. Well, it did arouse some curiosity to my gray
cells as well, however, | felt a sting as | absolutely could not see her face.

“Are you sure she always covers her face with the umbrella?”, | asked Deepa.
“‘Aah! Finally, we are talking! Yes, every single day!”, added Deepa.

| said, “that’s strange! The climate looks pleasant, and why would anyone need an umbrella on such a day?
| started pondering over my quick window study.”

“Now you see my point Meghana? This is not the first time I've seen her like this. | ran into her a few times,
and my curiosity made me observe her a few days consistently. | saw her at several places, including the
vegetable market, the library, and the school. Everywhere and all the time the umbrella covers her face. And
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the way she walks away from the crowds also looks obnoxious. | have also observed that unless until it is
someone relatively new in town, people do not seem to really bother her or are bothered about her. They
don't stare at her like | did!", Deepa said in a confessing tone.

“Maybe she had had a childhood accident that left a scar. Does she have a family? Where does she work?”,
now it was my turn to churn up some questions.

‘How does it sound to create a Web Series which showcase such everyday mysteries around us”, Deepa
exclaimed.

“Honestly, that’s not a bad idea. But shall we just head out for the exam now, madam? How can you be so
not bothered about an exam? | usually get so worked up. | have already offered ten coconuts to Ganesa and
will go and do aarti if | make it through this exam”, | said folding my hands in the air as a gesture.

Deepa started laughing out loud. “Really? Are you serious? The coconut vendor must be so happy to have
superstitious people like you around.”

| ignored her sarcasm for a moment and moved on to finish up my preparation.

kkkkkkkk

“Meghana, wake up! It is about 8:30 in the morning. The results are out for us to go check. Also, | have more
masala to add to the day”, Deepa was up with some high voltage energy that morning.

“‘Deepa, can you please pull the curtains closer together? | slept late last night after watching a very
interesting telugu movie: ‘Naalo Okkadu (English : A Man within Me)’, and it showcases a psychological
thriller, with the protagonist playing two main roles, one that is played out in his dream, and the other in reality
- each representing a different character. The concept sounded so novel, and the actor truly deserves an
award for his performance!” | gave out the entire gist of the movie making Deepa more restless.

“OK if you're done with your short story can we just head out to check our results first”, Deepa pulled me out
of bed and led me to the washroom.

“Yippeee, we made it in distinction- both of us! Congratulations Meghana”, squealed Deepa and off we went
to the nearest ice cream place to celebrate our results and the way our hard work for the year paid off.

Now | was eager to hear out Deepa about her story that she mentioned that morning.
‘Deepa, any new findings on our mystery woman? I'm all ears, | said.

‘Meghana, You won't believe me, but when | went to meet the warden to complain about the leaky tap in our
bathroom , | saw the woman in the umbrella in her office room. | shamelessly leaned forward to catch a quick
glimpse of her face but with no luck. | didn't give up! | followed her all the way to home. I'm sure people in
the past have bothered her with this kind of curiosity - now she seemed to be completely ignoring it.

She noticed, that | was following her and she finally turned back to stop me. With utmost honesty and
politeness, | finally confronted her.

Deepa: Namaste Madam! If you don't mind | would like to talk to you for a few minutes. Is there a good time?
Woman : Who are you ? What do you need ?
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Deepa: | am studying my final year of journalism in this college. | might be putting you in a tight spot by asking
to talk to me - but your peculiar behavior has made me very restless lately. | need to know the reason behind
it. Can you trust me and share your story?

Woman: | don't believe in the word ‘trust’, anymore. | was tested by life in a hard way. | don’t blame anyone
for my state. | should have been more careful. My education probably taught me to be wise, and | did not
realize it at an younger age. | don't like to bother anyone by sharing my woes. The world doesn’t have time
to listen to anyone’s sad tales. In fact, there hasn't been a single soul in the recent times that has actually
ventured out to talk to me or inquire about my well being. You look young and ambitious. You still have a lot
too experience and achieve. My story isn’t a very interesting one- so please just let it be.

Deepa: Sorry for insisting. My intention is not to sound confrontational. | have observed that you don't show
your face to the world anymore. There must be a very strong reason behind this. | don't think you might have
committed a mistake, big enough to permanently tax yourself like this. | really want to know?

| actually held her hand and led her to a nearby bench and sat down next to her, as | waited for her to speak.

The woman paused into a dead silence, and then started to speak with her head still held down, under the
umbrella.

Woman: | come from a very wealthy and religious family. My parents educated me well. They married me off
to a young man who introduced himself as a distant relative through some common friends. The wedding
was a rich celebration with family and friends. As soon as | got married, | moved out of my hometown with
my husband to this place. He ran some business of his own. The initial days of my marriage were beautiful,
as for any newlywed couple. | still have vivid memories woven around different parts of this town, fondly
reminding me of those days.

My husband took real good care of me, making me completely trust him, though he was a complete stranger
before we got married. As months passed by, he started looking worried, as his business wasn’t running very
well- as he described it to me. He started coming home late and sometimes stayed away for a few days. |
never asked him about his whereabouts. Slowly, days went into weeks and weeks into months and | hardly
got a chance to talk to him through those times. Much later | found out that he had a plan to marry me to
acquire my father's wealth, and he abandoned me, once he succeeded in getting it. The town went hush
hush over our lives and it is through people, | got to know that he was a married man. He left, never to return
again. | don’t know whose fault it is, however, | am still reaping the fruits. This is all that happened.

Deepa: Then why do you use the umbrella? And, if you don’t mind- why didn’t you go back to your parents?

Woman: | have been a very shy and reserved person. | don’t want to face the world. | am afraid people may
meet a similar fate, if they see my face. That's my belief, though it may sound weird. | can say no more.

Deepa: Thank you for sharing your story. | promise not to ask you any further questions. | realized that though
the world has taken a giant leap with technological sophistication, certain cultural norms and societal ethics
don't change with time.

You were brutally deceived by your husband. Yet, you decided to maintain your vow (to him). Your education,
wealth, and an opportunity to get back home did not present themselves as viable solutions to you. That's
pretty sad. You chose to stand behind an invisible boundary. | can’t believe that people like you exist even to
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this day and no logic can explain this mentality. You are an epitome of patience and faith- the one who
respects the nuptial knot more than your own personal freedom and happiness. You are willfully bowing down
to cultural norms and societal values that no longer hold you responsible. You are willing to live an
anonymous life and prefer to remain a stranger to everyone including your own family! Kudos to the Indian
woman, who attaches herself to the sentiment of marriage as no other woman on this globe.

| think the world deserves to know your story. If you permit me, | would like to pen an article about it and
name it “Pathivrathaa” and there is little doubt that you are a personification of one”,

Woman: | don't know if | am worthy of that title. | took up a job as a schoolteacher as a distraction. | like
spending my time with little kids. Their innocence is fresh and a great blessing. I'm used to this town, and this
town is used to me. A newcomer’s curiosity is not a problem anymore. My life stands as a reflection for
someone’s selfish motive. That is my torch to the world. Thank you for asking to speak to me. It's been ages
since | spoke to someone like this. | wish you all the best in life.

And she walked away more peacefully than ever into her bungalow with the gates closing behind her.

dkkkkkkkkk

Meghana: Oh my God! Is that true? Do such people really exist? What a strange story? | must admit that |
like your perception about the whole thing- especially her personality and her decision. And, more than ever,
| appreciate your curiosity - which is what led you to find out her story. Congratulations!

Deepa: Thanks. | salute all such “Pathivrathaas” who endure hardship and show us by example that life can
still happen!

[Based on a True story]

Sushma Vijayakrishna

| am a teacher by profession and an ardent lover of nature by heart. | strongly
believe that our very being is always influenced and improved by observing two
important facts of life: Mother Nature and People!
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Nagarhole National Park

Archana Susarla

. The Nagarhole National Park is located between
the Kodagu and Mysore District and is the largest
tiger reserve and Wayanand Wildlife Sanctuary
(nature reserve). It consists of a rich forest cover,
waterfalls, valleys, streams, and hills. The forest is
covered with tigers, gaur (Indian Bison), found in
South and South East Asia, elephants, Indian
leopards, and deer (Wikipedia, 2020).

[I. Location- The Nagarhole National Park stretches
through the Western Ghats toward the Brahmagiri
Hills, towards Kerala. The Western Ghats is a
mountain range which stretches 1600 kilometers,
covering six states: Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Kerala,
Goa, Maharastra, and Gujarat. The Brahmagiri Hills is a mountain range located between the Kodagu
District in Karnataka and Wayanand District in Kerala (Wikipedia, 2020).

IIIl. History- The name Nagarhole derives from “Naga” meaning “snake” and “hole” referring to streams. The
Nagarhole National Park was built in 1955 as a wildlife sanctuary (nature reserve), then became a National
Park in 1988, eventually becoming a tiger reserve in 1999 (Wikipedia, 2020).

IV. Flora- There are many flora (plants of a particular region, inhabitant, or geological period) in the
Nagarhole National Park. The main trees of flora include the Teak, Rosewood, Sandal wood, and Silver
oak. The trees in the dry deciduous forest include the crocodile bark, the lagers troemia, lanceolata, Indian
Kino tree, Grewia tilaefolia, rosewood, and axelwood. Other species of trees in the forest include the
langerstroemia, microcarpa, kadam cotton tree, Schleichera trijuga, and the ficus (Wikipedia, 2020).

V. Fauna- The Nagarhole National Park consists of fauna (animals of a particular region, habitat, or
geological period) and protects Karnatakas wildlife. The predators making up the Nagarhole National Park
are both, carnivorous and herbivorous. Carnivorous animals making up the fauna include the Bengal
Tiger, the Indian Leopard, dhole, sloth bear, and the striped hyena. The herbivorous animals include the
shirttail, sambar deer, barking deer, four horned antelope, gaur, the wild boar, and the Indian elephant.
Other mammals living in the fauna are the gray langur, bonnet macaque, slender loris, small Indian civet,
and the Asian palm civet. The Nagarhole National Park also includes the Asian brown mongoose, striped
neck mongoose, European otter, Indian flying giant squirrel, Indian giant squirrel, porcupine, golden jackal,
chevrotain, hare, and the Indian pangolin (Wikipedia, 2020).

VI. Birds- Birds are a particularly important part of the Nagarhole National Park. Many endangered birds
including the oriental black vulture, the lesser adjutant, the greater spotted eagle, and the nilgiri wood
pigeon live in this park. Near endangered species that occupy the Nagarhole National Park include darters,
the oriental white ibis, the greater grey headed fish eagle, and the red-headed vulture. The Nagarhole
National Park is home to the blue-winged parakeet, the Malabar grey hornbill, and the white bellied teepee.
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The painted bush quail, silkeer malkoha, the ashy prinia, Indian robin, the Indian peafowl, and the yellow
legged green pigeon are consistently found in more drier climates (Wikipedia, 2020).

VII. Reptiles- Many reptiles inhabit the Nagarhole National Park. The mugger, common vine snake,
common wolf snake, rat snake, the bamboo pit viper, Russell's viper, the common krait, the Indian rock
python, the Indian monitor lizard, and the common load all inhabit the park (Wikipedia, 2020).

VIII. Insects- The Nagarhole National Park consists of forty-seven seasonal and four perennial lakes, tanks,
and swamps, in addition to both, warm and cold-blooded animals.
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Silver Lining in Pandemic: A Photo Diary

Vaswati Biswas

When COVID 19 disrupted our normalcy in spring, everything familiar became unfamiliar and closure was
the commanding word. Everything paused and we faced a silent spring. One that none of us has seen before.

This claustrophobic world on pause was making me anxious. The only connection to the outer world was my
spring walks around my neighborhood and hiking around the finger lakes trails. It was therapeutic! My
inquisitive mind started to appreciate the bountiful nature that was blooming in full swing unaware of the
disaster in the world. Wildflowers along the roadside, meadows and marshlands created an incredible palette
of colors, textures and foliage which went unnoticed in the past. This was a silver lining in pandemic, and |
started to capture and study about them. | am sharing few of the captures from my collection.

| observed, yellow, purple, violet and white were the common colors of occurrence in wildflowers around
here. Most of them grew abundantly in fields and roadsides, meadows, and marshlands and around the finger
lakes.

As we are staying at home in these strange and difficult times, people are discovering the beauty on their
doorsteps and finding much solace in the nature. Hiking on these quiet trails and lanes, the vibrant
wildflowers, uplifted my wearied soul and taught me to be appreciative of nature and be resilient & strong like
them. The earth is healing, sublimely indifferent to human anxieties.
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Sweet Revolution
-Sambit Saha

Sweet is the rustle of leaves,

In this morning hour.

Feel the force of bracing wind,

As a tempest rains the ear.

Tis the fury of percussion rhythms,
Drum beats, loud and clear.

A change is coming to our shore,
Coming through the door,

And the gale has blown away the fear.

The virtuous land has spoken,

With a burst of righteous color.
Twigs and branches strew the grass,
Like fallen soldiers of war.

No joy could be fuller on this day,
No victory holier on air and clay,

O kind, protector, goddess mother!

112 | W &ifer y824

Sambit Saha lives in Vestal, New
York with his wife, Anju. He
enjoys science, history,
literature, nature, blogging,
volunteer work and activism in
education, environmental and
livelihood projects. He has a
doctoral degree in Engineering
from Lehigh University and
works in an aerospace company.

Mourn not the fall of autumn leaves,

For it was bound to be.

Fear not the dreary winter or white snow,
For time will oversee.

But cheer the chance to build anew,

When spring calls the new and free.

Leave the windows open,

And let the north wind blow.
Gather the fire of kindred spirits,
And let the warmth overflow.
Rebuild the world, yet once again;

More just than ever before!





















