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October 4, 2020
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Thomas Darr, Pastor 717-320-3642

Vickie Kissinger, Director of Music, Organist

717-445-5505  office@sjclutheran.org / website www.sjclutheran.org
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE            “Aurelia”            James Mansfield            
C      Please respond to the portions of the service in bold print. 
GATHERING HYMN 

PRE-RECORDED ONLY  LBW 369  verse 1                                    YOU MAY LISTEN OR JUST HUM ALONG
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876




INVOCATION

Holy, Holy, Holy are you, O Lord of Hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. You are in your holy temple; You have come among your people; You are near to those who are of a humble spirit. You hear the prayers of the faithful. As we draw near with boldness unto your throne of grace, prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

CONFESSION
P:
O God, Father, Son + and Holy Spirit,

C: 
We come before you a broken people in desperate need of healing. 

We have not loved as we should, and we have not treated our brothers and sisters with respect and dignity. Forgive all our sins, known and unknown in your grace.

Silence

P: 
O God, through your Son, Jesus Christ, you promised grace upon grace.

C:
We claim that promise even in the midst of our unworthiness and we are prepared to receive your forgiveness and grace that we might go forth from her as a witness of the grace for the world.

P: 
It is in confidence of God’s promise of grace that I now announce to you the forgiveness of all of your sins: In the name of the Father, and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen

THE DIALOG

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,






for in your wisdom you have formed us.
You feed the hungry and clothe the naked.








We bless you and praise your name forever.
You set free those who are bound.









We bless you and praise your name forever.
You raise up those whose courage falters.








We bless you and praise your name forever.
You provide for our every need.








Accept our grateful praises.
You have called us from all peoples.









We rejoice and bless your name forever.
You bless your people with peace.









We bless you and praise your loving grace.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,






for in your wisdom you have formed us.
Apostles’ Creed 

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.





He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you.

P    Let us pray together.    Our Lord Jesus, you have endured the doubts and foolish questions of every generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge over you, and grant us the confident faith to acknowledge you as Lord.  Amen
FIrst Lesson:    ISAIAH 5:1-7
A reading from Isaiah, the fifth chapter.
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:
 My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;
 he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
 judge between me and my vineyard.
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
 When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
 I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;
 I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
 I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,
 and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
 he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCALAMATION

Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!
GOSPEL:    MATTHEW 21:33-46
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter.    Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
 this was the Lord’s doing,
  and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of our Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ   
SPECIAL MUSIC      Donna Burkhart  -  soloist           “In the Garden”  Charles Austin Miles     

SERMON     
HYMN OF THE DAY     PRE-RECORDED SERVICE ONLY  -       WOV 747  verse 1
YOU MAY LISTEN OR JUST HUM ALONG
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659—-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 18021868



            
Offering Moment
P    Let us pray our offering prayer, to bless the gifts that we continue to give in response to God’s gifts to us.                                                                                                         
 C:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen
THE PRAYERS 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world and all those in need.

Throughout the globe is the church: many assemblies are postponed by the virus, our songs quieted, our leaders searching for new ways forward.  That you will continue to inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ, we pray to you, faithful God.

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.
Around us nature is strained:  polar ice is melting, excessive rains ravage the land, fires consume forests, fields, and homes, and animals are deprived of habitat.  That you will preserve and protect the earth, we pray to you, mighty God.

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.

Around us is a needy world:  governments allow injustice, violence threatens stability, people experience prejudice, reforms are thwarted, workers are unemployed, medical facilities are strained, children are abused.  That you will save the people in all the nations of the world, we pray to you, compassionate God.

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.

In our nation’s courts, we see justice delayed and justice denied.  Yet we thank you for the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and for her passion for equality under the law.  That you will uphold honest judges and insightful juries throughout our criminal justice system, and that you will assist our nation in its task of filling the Supreme Court, we pray to you, righteous God.

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.    
Around us are the sick:  there is starvation, the virus continues, many persons receive no medical attention, our neighbors and dear ones are ill.  That you will bless all ministries of care and will relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind or spirit, especially Marie, Carine, Liz, Sally, Cindy, Doris, Bob, Sheila, Deb, Elmo, Mary Jean, Mary, Catharine, Mimi, Judy, Bev, Jane, Jack, Maudie and those we name before you, we pray to you, merciful God.
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.
Nearby are needs of which we are unaware.  That you will send your holy angels to uphold all who face person troubles, we pray to you, benevolent God.
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.
All things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen

The great thanksgiving

P: 
The Lord be with you.

C:
And also with you.

P: 
Lift up your hearts.

C: 
We lift them before you, O God

P: 
We give thanks to you, O Lord, our God.

C: 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

P: 
It is, indeed, good, right and proper that we should at all times and in all places offer our thanks and praise to you, O Lord. You have brought us though the night and into the blessedness of a new day. In the midst of the sickness and brokenness of the world in which we live, you are the light that shines in the darkness. You are the peace which the world cannot give. We offer to you, with the great cloud of witnesses that have gone before us, this our sacrifice and we lift up our voices with the heavenly host…..

C:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARIST PRAYER
P: 
You are indeed holy, O God.

We come before you in the midst of a great ordeal that has and

continues to test and challenge us. Through it all you have walked with us as you have walked with your people in challenging times before.

You sojourned with Abraham and Sarah when they were as barren as the deserts they traveled.

You brought Jacob out of servitude to Laban and wrestled a blessing from him at the break of dawn.

You went down to Egypt with Joseph turning that which was meant for evil into good.

When your people languished under the lash of Pharaoh you delivered them through the Sea and brought them into the promised land.

When your people found themselves in exile in Babylon you were there calling forth new ways to be your people.
When your people returned home only to find desolation you supported them in their efforts to rebuild.

In the midst of oppression, injustice and political upheaval you stood with your people summoning prophets to speak your word of hope.

In the fullness of time you fully entered into this world in the form of Jesus, the Christ, that all may know your grace.

In the night in which he was handed over, he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you, Do this in remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
In, with and through this gift you sacrificed yourself that we might know that there is nothing that will be able to separate us from your love.
Come, O Holy Spirit and bless this bread and wine that it may be for us the true presence of your body and blood.

Come, blow life into these dry and tired bones calling forth new creativity and passion for your church.

Come, in the midst of these uncertain times. Surround us with that great cloud of witnesses that we not lose hope.

With them we join our voices in ceaseless song, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God Almighty, who was and is to come.” And let the people say,

Amen

You are indeed holy, O God.


We come before you in the midst of a great ordeal that has and continues to test and challenge us. Through it all you have walked with us as you have walked with your people in the challenging times before.

THE Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen
COMMUNION

At this time take the pre-sealed wafer and grape juice and open – PASTOR SAYS – The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.  Take and Eat!!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen

THE BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen
SENDING HYMN     PRE-RECORDED SERVICE ONLY  LBW 507  verse 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    YOU MAY LISTEN OR JUST HUM ALONG                                                                
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, early American




DISMISSAL 
Go in peace and serve the Lord.   THANKS BE TO GOD!

POSTLUDE            “Triumphal March”            James Denton          
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Rev. Thomas E. Darr

Organist:  Vickie Kissinger

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:    

Viewed Facebook live

In the Sanctuary

Parking Lot Attendance
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WHEN YOU COME

· Your temperature will be taken

· Masks are worn all the time – your hands will be sanitized as you arrive.

· Pick up your own bulletin, and communion cup if a communion Sunday and go to your seat.

· Deposit your offering in the plate as you come in the sanctuary.

· Please sit in designated pews observing the 1-2-3 rule. 1 family per pew, 2 couples per pew or 3 individuals per pew.

· There will be no congregational singing at the in person service. The music listed is for the pre-recorded service only.

· There will be no sharing of the peace.

· Remain seated for entire service.

· We can accommodate no more than thirty people in the sanctuary. If you are planning on worshipping from home, or from the parking lot, please let me know. My email is revdrrthms@gmail.com or call me at 717-320-3642.

PRAYER CONCERNS

For those serving in the military…Christopher Buch (Susie Welsh’s grandson), Trinity Gilkey (Bauer’s), Jeremy Reifsnyder (J Reifsnyder), Richard Witwer (Maudie Witwer’s grandson)

For those with ongoing illness... Cindy Petersheim, Cy Seddon (J Kring), Jack Weaver
For the homebound… Mary Martin
For those afflicted with cancer... Sandra Bair (M Nuessle), Ritch Bedell (Bauer’s), Doris Bewley, Ed Carvell (J Oatman), Gail D. (Mary Jean Ludwig), Jeff Donahue (P Wallace), Robert Freeman (Mary Hafer), Isaiah Hoar and family (M J Ludwig), Connie Howe (V Haug), Harold Kring, Nate Mohler (Mary Hafer’s son-in-law), Randy Royer (V Kissinger), Matt Sanger (T Wentzel), T Simmons, Jr. (Simmons’), Robyn Wiley (K Wallace)

For those facing or recovering from a hospitalization...
For those in need of strength and comfort.. Richard Burkhart, Steve Cammauf (J Kring), Dan Carpenter (B Wallace), Michael Clause (Hartranft’s), Sierra Cortez (T Wentzel), the Craven family, Liz Darr, Amy DeFalco (J Kring),Sally Dettra, Bernice Dietrich (J Kring), Bob Dettra, Sister Phyllis Enck (D Lorah), Linda Fritz (Kon/Sampson), Darlene Ganse (J Kring), Scott Gockley (C Doman), Norma Good, Sheila Good,  Don Griffith (Raffauf’s), Mary Hafer, Vickie Haug, Allen Kimball (W Kimball), Judy Kring, Deb Lorah, Elmo Lorah, Mary Jean Ludwig, Wanda Lutz (T Raffauf), Anna McComsey, Catharine Messner, Israel Newswanger (L Burns), Mimi Nuessle, Judy Oatman, Andrea Ray (H Kon), Carolyn Seddon (J Kring), Carine Shorr (Darr’s), Bev Simmons, Shaun Sitkowski, Tim Stanley (T Wentzel), Tammy Stiffler (Haug’s), Lance Stoudt, Jane Sweigart, Carlos Terres (T Weaver), Tammy Weaver, Darlene Wentzel (T Wentzel), Maudie Witwer, Steve Young (T Weaver)

Underlined indicates names of members of the congregation.  Bold indicates names added since last week.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE please contact Pastor Darr at 717-320-3642 or Alvin McCoy at 610-286-9647.

GOSPEL MESSAGE  -  October 4, 2020  -  LECTIONARY 27
Call to Confession
Throughout his ministry in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus draws in people at the margins of society. As the leader of a reform movement, Jesus spoke as a Jew to fellow Jews. When we read these stories centuries later, we must remember that his intent was to condemn exclusion and abuses of power—not to reject Judaism. His critiques still ring true for the power structures of the religious institutions of our time.

Jesus’ parables stirred people up, provoking questions, doubts, even hostility. When his listeners recognized themselves in the parables, it was rarely comforting or affirming. Do we have the honesty and vulnerability to see ourselves critically in the stories as the chief priests and Pharisees did?

There aren’t any clear heroes in this story, as in any story of class warfare. Perhaps the tenants turned to violence out of frustration with the economic injustice of their situation. The Pharisees were quick to side with the powerful landowner, asserting his right to kill the tenants and crush their revolt, yet Jesus does not affirm this escalation either.

We begin worship with a prayer of confession, recalling the image of God’s goodness in each of us and yet honestly admitting our shame and guilt. Today’s parable also issues a call to confession, alluding to the vineyard of Isaiah 5, which yielded wild grapes instead of sweet. God has created a world that can provide abundant life for all. What are the fruits of our congregations? God’s heart longs for justice for all people. How might we unintentionally and unknowingly cultivate the sour wine of exclusion, discrimination, and injustice?

In the prayer of the day, we ask: “Beloved God, . . . lead us . . . to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them.” Empowered by God’s grace and forgiveness, we set to work removing the blinders that keep us from recognizing ourselves in parables’ antagonists and repenting of the injustices that we perpetuate.
12

