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Extensions and Adaptations
Write other roots and related words (Activity Master V.014.SS2 and Activity Master V.014.SS3)
Play memory game with cards by matching words with the roots. 

Objective
The student will identify words containing the same root. 

Materials
Tree sort boards (Activity Master V.014.AM1a - V.014.AM1d)
Note: Roots used are port-carry, act-do, graph-write, tract-pull or drag.
Student sheet (Activity Master V.014.SS1)
Word cards (Activity Master V.014.AM2)

Activity
Students identify and sort words by common roots.
1. Place the word cards face down in a stack. Place tree sort boards face up next to 
 each other. Provide each student with a student sheet.
2.  Working in pairs, student one selects top card and reads it (e.g., photograph).
3.  States root portion of the word (i.e., graph). 
4.  Places word card on the tree sort board with matching root.
5.  Reverse roles and continue until all words are sorted.
6.  Record meaning of the root and words on student sheet. 
7.  Teacher evaluation

Morphemic Elements 
Root-A-Word

V.014

graph

“photograph”

photograph
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tractor attract

contract subtract react

activity actor activate

action transport import

support portable transportation

photograph autograph biography

digraph graphite

Root-A-WordV.014.AM2
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Advanced Phonics

Objective
The student will identify base words.

Materials
Base word cards (Activity Master AP.017.AM1)
Word cards (Activity Master AP.017.AM2a - AP.017.AM2c)  

Activity
Students group multisyllabic words containing the same base word.
1. Place base word cards face down in a stack. Place word cards face down in a separate stack. 
2. Students each select four cards from the base word stack. Read the words and place face up 

in a row. 
3. Taking turns, students select a card from the word stack. Read it (e.g., unconditional).
4. Determine if the word is derived from one of their four base words (i.e., condition). 
 If there is a correspondence, read the related words and place word card under 

corresponding base word. If there is no match, place card at the bottom of the stack. 
5. Continue until all word cards are placed.
6. Peer evaluation

Morpheme Structures
Four Word 

Extensions and Adaptations
Record base words and related words (Activity Master AP.017.SS1).
Write other base words and related words (Activity Master AP.017.SS2).
Write base word or root in square and related words in circles (Activity Master AP.017.SS3).
Make other base word and corresponding word cards (Activity Master AP.003.AM3).

AP.017

unconditional

base word

condition
base word

serve
base word

perfect
base word

maintain

pleasant

base word

fortune
base word

please
base word

differ
base word

similar
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word cards

fortunate

unfortunately

misfortune

pleasant

unpleasing pleasurable

conditioner conditioned
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Four WordAP.017.AM2b
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indifferent difference

differently maintenance

word cards
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Advanced Phonics
Four Word AP.017.AM2c

word cards
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imperfect

maintainable

perfectly

perfection dissimilar

similarity dissimilarity
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Objective
The student will identify the meaning of roots.

Materials
Root triangles (Activity Master V.014.AM1a - V.014.AM1b)
There are two triangles marked “A” and “B.” One student will use the “A” triangle 
and the other will use the “B” triangle.
Meaning cards (Activity Master V.014.AM2a - V.014.AM2b)
Game pieces (e.g., counters)

Activity
Students find roots that correspond to meanings by playing a matching game.
1. Place meaning cards face down in a stack. Provide each student with a different root 

word triangle.
2. Taking turns, students draw a card from the stack and read the meaning (e.g., see).
3. Look on triangle for the root word that matches the meaning (i.e., spec). If found, read 

the root and place game piece on the root. Place meaning card in a discard pile. If not   
found, place meaning card on bottom of stack.

4. Continue until both triangles are filled.
5. Peer evaluation

Morphemic Elements
Rooting for Meaning!

Extensions and Adaptations
Play game by using roots on triangles to complete words.
(Activity Master V.014.AM3a - V.014.AM3b).
Write a root that completes each set of words (Activity Master V.014.AM4a - V.014.AM4b).
Make root word triangles and meaning cards (Activity Masters V.001.AM4 and V.014.AM5).

V.014
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V.014.AM2aRooting for Meaning!

far or distant see

say write

sound foot

heat light

meaning cards — answers (left to right): tele, spec, dict, script, phon, ped, therm, photo
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drag or pull carry

break hear

meaning cards — answers (left to right): tract, port, rupt, aud

V.014.AM2b Rooting for Meaning!
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V.014.AM3aRooting for Meaning!

______ vision ______  tacle

______  ation pre  ______  ion

word cards — answers: television, spectacle, dictation, prescription, 
                  symphony, pedestrian, thermos, photosynthesis

sym  ______  y ______  estrian

______  os ______  synthesis
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Getting to the Root of It
V.015.AM1
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thermos
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meaning

Objective
The student will identify words with common roots and related meanings.

Materials
Tree sorting board (Activity Master V.015.AM1)
Copy five times and laminate.
Word, root, and meaning cards (Activity Master V.015.AM2a - V.015.AM2b)
Note: Roots used are photo, rupt, script, spec, therm.
Student sheet (Activity Master V.015.SS1)
Dictionaries
Pencils

Activity
Students group words with common roots and related meanings by using a sorting board.
1. Place the word, root, and meaning cards face down in one stack. Place tree sorting 

boards face up in a row. Provide each student with a student sheet and a dictionary.
2. Taking turns, students select a card and read it (e.g., spectator). Place the card in one of 

the boxes on a tree. Note: Words containing a common root are placed on the same tree 
(e.g., thermal and thermos are on one; spectacle and respect are on another). Root cards are 
placed at the bottom of the tree in designated box (e.g., spec). Meaning cards are placed 
at the bottom of the sorting board in designated box (i.e., see).

3. Continue selecting, reading, and placing words until all cards are sorted on trees. 
 Record root, root meaning, and words on student sheet.
4. Discuss meanings of the roots and corresponding words. Use dictionary, as needed.
5. Teacher evaluation

Extensions and Adaptations
Choose one root and write the words and their meanings on back of student sheet.
Make other root and word cards (Activity Master V.015.AM3).
Write other roots and related words (Activity Master V.015.SS2).
Play memory game with cards by matching words with common roots. 

Morphemic Elements 
Getting to the Root of It

V.015

root

meaning
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word, root, and meaning cards

telephoto disrupt inscription

photography rupture manuscript

photograph bankrupt transcript

photographer interrupt description

erupt prescriptionphotogenic
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Getting to the Root of It V.015.AM3
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Objective
The student will produce words containing the same root and identify their meanings.

Materials
 Root-O! game boards (Activity Master V.016.AM1a - V.016.AM1b)
 Laminate.
 Root cards (Activity Master V.016.AM2) 
 Copy twice.
Dictionaries
 Vis-à-Vis® markers

Activity
Students write words and use them in a sentence to show meaning by playing a root game.
1. Place root cards face down in a stack. Provide each student with a different Root-O! game 

board, Vis-à-Vis® marker, and dictionary. 
2. Taking turns, students select the top root card, read it, and state the meaning (e.g., tract, 

tract means drag or pull).
3. Say a word that contains the root that has not been stated by either student (e.g., tractor). 
 Use dictionary, if needed.
4. State a sentence using the word that demonstrates its meaning. For example, “My dad used 

the tractor to pull the dead tree away.”
5. Write  the word in the corresponding box. Note: If same root  card is  selected, another word is 

recorded in the box. If three words are recorded in one box, the student selects another card. 
6. Place the root card at the bottom of the stack. 
7. Continue until three of the boxes in a row contain at least one word. 
8. Peer evaluation

Extensions and Adaptations 
Make other Root-O! boards (Activity Master V.016.AM3) and root cards 
(Activity Master V.016.AM4). 
Write three roots, their meanings, and three words containing each  root. Write a sen-
tence using each word to show its meaning (Activity Master V.016.SS).

Morphemic Elements
Root-O!

V.016

“The root is ‘tract.’ It means drag 
or pull. The word ‘tractor’ contains 
the root ‘tract.’ My dad used the 
tractor to pull the dead tree away.”
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