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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, December 18, 2022

INTRODUCTION

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The
gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-
with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved
hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding
Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to
save us from the power of sin and death.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection. (kneel/sit)

P Most merciful God,

C We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.



Stand

ENTRANCE HYMN ELW #723 Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you



Kyrie

Assisting minister
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day
when the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us
as we light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming
of the Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God forever.

C Amen.




HYMN OF LIGHT
Light the two candles

ELW#257vs. 1 &8

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain
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O come, O King of nations, come,

O Cornerstone that binds in one:

refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear. Refrain



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit
A A reading from Isaiah
FIRST READING Isaiah 7: 10-16

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah
reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is
the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us!

The LoRD spoke to Ahaz, saying, **Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven. ?But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. **Then
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary
my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. **He shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. **For before the child knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be
deserted.”

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)

'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,

stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
*O LORD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
®You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.



"Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
7L et your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one you have made so strong for yourself.
BAnd so will we never turn away from you;

give us life, that we may call upon your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

A A reading from Romans

SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself
as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised
coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations,
including his Roman audience

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, *the gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be Son of God with
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
Sthrough whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith
amonyg all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, éincluding yourselves who are called to belong to
Jesus Christ,

"To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 1% chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten
child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God

”»

saves.

¥Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. *®*Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23¢|_ook, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”?*When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, Zbut had no marital relations with her until she had
borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ

Sit
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for
new hope.

A brief silence.

A

@]

@

@]

@]

C

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give
discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our
fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life.
Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats
in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all
people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and
human rights, especially Amnesty International (others may be named). God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and
those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing
hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for
gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present.
Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery (especially). God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine
upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into
your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING Third Sunday: Marifiki Children’s Fund
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
A Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you have
created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who
hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior
C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
surrounded by evil and bordered by death
we appeal to you,
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge.
We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace
and promised an end to injustice and harm.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
the sacrifice of his life and death
and the victory of his resurrection,
we await with all the saints
his loving redemption of our suffering world.
Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine
and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son:
teach us your mercy and justice,
and make all things new in Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you
the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell
the pastor at the time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the
assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.
There is a basket for the used cups

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving commnnion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of

the day.
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of heaven
and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
BLESSING
P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ++ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
C Amen.
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pure, un - bound-ed love thou art; vis - 1t us with
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with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Christ is near.
C Thanks be to God
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SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Secretary: Sandra Dufur
Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and
Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Supply Pastor: Rev. Julie Winklepleck
Assisting Minister: Cathy Shively
Ushers: Amy and Keith Otterbein
Coffee Hour: Amy Otterbein and Norma Ludlow  Next week: Vicki Skiver

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Thomas Stockford-Shively

Offering Counters: Johncie Langston and Suzanne Sponsler
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Earl Williams in memory of loved
ones.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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