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Message from the Board
Deawr Friends:

The Greater Binghomtonw Bengali Commumnity s looking forwawrd to- the
seventiv yeaw of celebration of Durga Pujo ow September 27, 2014. We
sincervely appreciate the generous support from ouwr commumnity membery
and friends to- make the celebration a successful and sustainable event.
We thank all the volunteery for their enthusiostic irwolvement inv the

planning and execution of owr program.

Thig year, the early evening progrowm wil showcase local talents and will
include v vawiety of songs and dances. The late evening extrovagonga
will bring av touch of Bollywood because of the pauwticipation of owr inwited
artist Ms. Mampee Naiv.

We take this opportunity to- inwite yow for sharing the joy and happiness of
this festive time and offer owr wowrmv ‘Shawodiyd greetings to- yow and youwr
faomily. We keenly look forward to- your active participation in the 2014
Durga Pujov celebration. Only then, the event will be av grand success.

Sincerely

2014 Duwrga Pujow Committee
Greater Binghamton Bengali Associationw
heep:/www.binghamtonpujoa.org/
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MARK TWAIN IN HISTORIC ELMIRA

Vaswati Biswas

Elmira is a small town in the Finger Lake
region of upstate New York. It was officially
chartered as a city on April 7, 1864 and the
gueen city is celebrating 150th anniversary
this year.

Elmira was a transportation hub for the
Southern Tier in 1800s, connecting
commercial centers in Rochester and
Buffalo with New York City, via railroads
and canal system. With influx of businesses
came prosperity for Elmira and it flourished
into an industrial city. Several eminent
residents in the 19t and 20™ centuries had
left an imprint on Elmira. One of the most
famous residents was Samuel Langhorne
Clemens, also known as Mark Twain, the
world renowned author and humorist. His
literature and life were entwined with his
summer home in Elmira, New York.

Samuel Langhorne Clemens

He first visited this area in 1868 for
courtship with Olivia Langdon, daughter of
Jervis Langdon, a coal industry baron and
wealthiest man in Elmira. Twain and Olivia
married in 1870. They settled in Hartford,
Connecticut, but visited Elmira for 20
summers and created his classic American
literature there. During the summer-family
visits, Mark Twain and his family stayed
with his sister in law, Susan Crane at the
Quarry farm nestled in the east hill of
Elmira. Susan Langdon Crane inherited the
vacation home when her father Jervis
Landon died in 1870.

Olivia and Samuel had three daughters,
Susan, Lucy and Jean. All three were born in

the Quarry farm of Elmira.

Mark Twain with his wife Livy and 3
daughters: Clara, Jean and Suzy

The Clemens family enjoyed the summer
escapades from Hartford’s oppressive heat
and demanding social scene. Olivia spent
her days with Cranes and visited her



parent’s home in downtown Elmira, girls
spent time in their playhouse, enjoyed the
outdoors. Meanwhile Twain’s mind danced
with ideas and penned his thoughts at
furious pace in the Quarry farm He
described this tranquil Quarry Farm in his
letters as “the quietest of all quiet places”.

Summer Home in Quarry farm

Susan and Theodore Crane surprised their
brother-in law Samuel Clemens with a
beautiful study in 1874. The study mimicked
the pilot house of Mississippi river
steamboat. It perched on a knoll 200 yards
away from the farmhouse overlooking the
Chemung river valley. The study was a
wooden octagonal shaped building with
glass windows on all eight sides and a cozy
fireplace, sofa, a writing table with few

chairs inside.

Mark Twain study on Elmira College campus

Mark Twain loved his study and was
flattered by this thoughtful gift. He wrote
about the grand view from his study
window “an elevation that commands
leagues of valley and city and retreating
ranges of distant blue hills.” Twain spent
uninterrupted writing sessions from mid-
morning till early evening, often skipping
lunch in his beloved study. He was fond of
cigars and smoked almost 30 to 40 cigars
with his favorite pet cats in this tiny octagon
and gave the world, classics like adventures
of Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer,
Roughing It, The Prince and the Pauper, A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court
and several literary pieces. When Samuel .
Clemens, his wife Olivia and daughter Clara
left for a year for Twain’s world lecture tour
in July 1895, Mark twain’s younger
daughters, Suzy and Jean stayed at quarry
farm with their aunt. Jean attended Elmira
college preparatory school. Samuel Clemens
visited India for 3 months in 1896. He
travelled to several cities including Kolkata.
He wrote “in religion, all other countries are
paupers. India is the only millionaire”.

The Mark Twain study was relocated in the
1950s from the Quarry farm to Elmira
college campus next to a serene pond for
tourist display. It's a powerful place
showing Twain lovers where he did his best
works. There are statues of Mark Twain and
his wife Olivia on Elmira College campus
and Mark Twain exhibits in Cowles Hall,
Elmira College. Many people do not know
Elmira College was the first college to grant
degrees to women in America. Clemens’
wife Olivia was a student of this college. Her



intellectual and progressive upbringing was

a major influence on Samuel Clemens and
his writings.

Mark Twain statue on Elmira College
campus

Now the peaceful Quarry farmhouse on the
outskirt of Elmira serves as a home for
visiting Mark Twain scholars. Although the
summer home is not open to the public,
one can visit the house from outside and
see the porch where Clemens used to sit
every evening to read his day’s work to the
family or bask in the glory of the scenic view
of “distant blue hills” as Twain described.

Elmira provided Twain with solace to
bloom, producing 7 novels but the town
also represented the end of his family. Mark
Twain is buried with his wife and children
on the hill at Woodlawn Cemetery, Elmira.
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Clemens infant son Langdon died at 19t

months, his daughter Suzy died of
meningitis when she was 24, his wife Olivia
died at 58, his epileptic daughter Jean died
at 29, when drowned in a bathtub on
Christmas Eve. It was this family sadness
ultimately drew Mark Twain away from
Elmira; he could not come back after his
doting daughter Suzy’s death in 1896. His
last visit to Elmira was in 1907 for the
dedication of a new organ at Park Church.

Samuel Clemens’ final summer sojourn to

Elmira came when he was laid to rest in
1910.

Mark Twain’s Grave

This enchanting place created magic for
Mark Twain. He was a citizen of the world,
but his the
picturesque surroundings of Elmira. In

literature nurtured in
writing about the Chemung River from his

rocking chair each summer night, he
penned his feelings for Elmira,”And every
now and again, she’d belch a whole world
of sparks up out of his chimney. And they
would rain down in the river. And look

awful pretty”.



“Jf you tell the truth you don’t have to This writing is dedicated to sesquicentennial
remomber anything.” Mark Twain celebration of Elmira

1864-2014

Mark Twain Monument, Woodlawn

cemetery
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Newspapers and Magazines - The Best Learning & Teaching Tool
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Amalendu Chatterjee, Ph.D

Some people read and find pleasure in newspaper or magazine articles and some people write
articles and create news items for others. Some are both readers and writers. One has to be a good
reader to be a good and creative writer. Writers also take initiatives and become motivated while
writing articles and news items. Here is an article | wrote for the local newspaper on their 120
birth day of the local paper’s circulation. | thought sharing the article for the Puja Magazine may
motivate others to explore the usefulness of such readings and writings.

We did not go a day without the N&O (local newspaper) since we moved in NC in 1987. Our initial
thought was that if you do not have friends in a new place, the newspaper could be a friend and
also can help making a friend of common interests. The N&O was the source of social, political,
cultural, educational, recreational and other activities. It helped us to choose best schools for our
children. In addition, we used it as tools for our children in the following ways:

e Learning — Parents and children learnt many things together. We chose N&O items of
modern topics for dinner table discussions for all family members. Areas selected were
mostly of national and international interests. Surely, we all benefitted to enhance our
communication skills among ourselves and also with the community in a short period.

e Teaching — Children used the N&O to improve their skills on many subjects such as
writing style, use of similar words in different sentences, new math, social and history
studies. Weather news was used to enhance knowledge on the climate change. It was
easy to choose topics to teach subjects at different grade levels; even the subject of
teaching itself.

e School Project - The Mini Page of the N&O was especially useful to generate ideas for
children's school projects: social, mathematical, scientific and historic. Such projects
developed competitive skills among children to succeed. Such success motivated them
to do more beyond the class level studies.

The habit of reading a newspaper or a magazine was instilled in us by our parents. That is what we
tried to instill in our two boys who are Harvard and Princeton graduates. Results of such habit carry
success stories for our children. This, in our judgment, helped them to be well rounded students in
many subjects with above average GPA.

Unfortunately, we do not see the use of the traditional printed paper same way by the Generation X
and the Generation Y. There is information explosion in social media going beyond core educational
values of science, math and basic social studies. We are in the digital world and N&O has to adjust
to the new paradigm — changing life style (fast pace of information and news exchange). But the
role of N&O cannot change even in the digital world or in the new media. The main role of the
digital newspaper must stay the same — a tool of learning, teaching and idea generation as the
traditional printed one. The difference may be in the new digital design that is cloud based; same
information being available and minable with a new framework.

Tami 1n Cairns
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Ashish Mukherjee

Not all mornings are the same.
Most are daybreeaks. “A few like this are revelations”, Anil thought as he sniffed the pre-dawn air.

From his hotel balcony he looked out on his first morning in the Southern hemisphere. A low mountain
range skirted Cairns bay all the way to where it
poured into the wide Pacific. Locals call it Trinity
Outlet. Boats of various shape dotted the still water,
waiting to float away into the rising sun. There was
scarcely a sound except the chirping of early birds and
footseteps of an occasional jogger. Looking at the
harbor backlit by the liquid sun, Anil thought he was
a voyager himself.

Cairns is a picturesque city in the tropical North of
Queensland, Australia. Founded in 1876 as a port
city, its importance has now shifted to tourism. It is
the gateway to Great Barrier Reefs the world’s largest

coral system stretching over 1400 miles.
Tami was still in bed, savouring the bliss of slumber.

For her, mornings were of two types — working or holiday. The best parts of her vacation were sleeping
till late, heavy omlettes, and expensive clothes.

Their journey began at Cairns harbor.

Speed of life here follows the speed of sea. People
had woken up to another day of tasting the ocean.
Even the smallest boat that had harbored for the
night was ready to sail off. Tami and Ani boarded a
large catmaran that would take them to Green Island
in only an hour. This is a low sandy island within the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. It had a wonderful
beach, crystal clear waters to snorkel in, and a rain

forest. Strolling along the Boardwalk in the forest was be fascinating.
The island was also full of an unusual number of birds totally unafraid
of humans, probably because they were legally protected.

Tami was looking well. She enjoyed that feeling and kept on taking
selfies. Her favorite exclamation is “honestly” which she applies with
equal effectiveness to things she likes and hates. It was quite hard for
Tami to eat her sandwich, as the birds kept trying to peck at it.

‘Honestly!” said Tami, “l could never imagiine a little bird could
snatch a french fry out of my hand?”
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Trips to see the Reef formation start form here. “The Great Barrier Reef is one of the seven wonders of
the natural world. It is larger than the Great Wall of China and the only living thing on earth visible from
space.” It is the world’s biggest structure composed of living organisms called coral polyps. The earliest
evidence of complete reef structures date back to
600,000 years ago.

The two most common modes of seafaring are glass
bottom boats and partial submarines. Tami tried both.
They plunged into a world they had not known so far.
Large shoals of fish went by them and turned around in
synchronization to look at them. Their eyes had no
expression but their skins were shiny and came in vibrant
colors. A few large turtles were restng on corals, barely
moving. The corals resembled a submarine mountain
range. Most striking was the fact that they were alive.
They came in all sapes and colors. Some were called
broccoli, some were named spaghetti and yet other were

BRI . T - known as blue corals. They moved gently with the waters

adily . ' and appeared as though they were breathing.

“Honestly”, thought Tami “It almost seems a mermaid
would swim out from the deep and greet us to her palace!”

The trip ended too soon, and It was time to reurn to the
large catamarran for a meal and the trip back. After a heavy
buffet, soon they were dozing in the sultry afternoon sun.

Tami had enjoyed the day thoroughly. But she had no time
for people who did not meet her standards. The
cataamarran was full of tourists who were barely trying to keep their brawling children under control.
She tried to hug her Nordstrom jacket tighter to strengthen her separation from such lack of class!
Finally when a misguided child in a moment of puerile triumph spilled his juice on Tami’s dress, she just
could not believe it. “Honestly”, she said “I hope people do not think | am one of them?”

The journey came to an end. There was a mad rush to get off, and Tami hoped fervently that she looked
and behaved differently from unruly tourists from her part of the world.

There was a friendly stewardess who was waving everyone off the shp with a pleassant “goodbye, hope
you enjoyed your trip”.

When Tami stepped out on the plank, she came up to greet her and said gleefully “Namaste! Did | say
that right?”

It was my turn to say “Honestly, that was sharp!”
Pictures

1) Dawn at Cairns bay 2) Cairns Harbor 3) Green Island Boardwalk 4) and 5) Corals in GB Reef.

Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2014
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Committees Participating Members

Finance Utpal Roychowdhury, Dilip Hari, Sambit Saha, Pranab Datta, Samir Biswas.

Pubilicity Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta, Parveen
Paul, Sambit Saha, Aniruddha Banerjee, Manas Chatterji.

Fuja Website Anju Sharma.

Puja Magazine Pradipta Chatterji, Utpal Roychowdhury, Sujoy Chakraborty, Sohini Chakraborty.

Puja Aycjon Amol Banerjee (Priest), Aniruddha Banerjee, Vaswati Biswas, Damayanti Ghosh, Sheema
Roychowdhury, Pradipta Chatterji, Anasua Datta, Anju Sharma, Manashi Paul, Shamla
Chebolu, Abha Banerjee, Maitrayee Ganguly.

Prasad & Bheg Vaswati Biswas, Subol Kumbhakar, Pradipta Chatterji, Sheema Roychowdhury,
Damayanti Ghosh, Manashi Paul, Shamla Chebolu, Sohini Chakraborty.

Decoration Damayanti Ghosh, Anju Sharma, Vaswati Biswas, Sohini Chakraborty, Parveen Paul.

Lunch & Dinner Dilip Hari, Subal Kumbhakar, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta.

Pratima Tnansfer Sambit Saha, Subal Kumbhakar, Samir Biswas, Sujoy Chakraborty.

Local ntist Cultural | Ruby Biswas, Biru Paksha Paul.

Prnogram

Junvited (ntist Dilip Hari, Sambit Saha.

Cultural Program

Audic Visual Setup & | Sambit Saha, Bijoy Datta, Aniruddha Banerjee, Sujoy Chakraborty.

Stage Management

Fall management Samir Biswas, Sambit Saha, Dilip Hari, Sheema Roychowdhury, Anju Sharma,
Maitrayee Ganguly.

Reception Utpal Roychowdhury, Samir Biswas, Sambit Saha.

Cuoss Functional Utpal Roychowdhury, Sambit Saha, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Subal

Coardination Kumbhakar.

Patwens Arindam Purakayastha, Manas Chatterji, Kanad & Indrani Ghosh, Subimal & Sudipta

Chatterjee, Hiren & Dipali Banerjee, Sumit & Sudeshna Ray, Lopamudra & Subasit
Acharaya, Raman & Shasi Daga, Natwar Pareek.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association:
2014

Saturda Y. September 2F, 2014

Durga Puja Programs

Morning Session:

8:00 AM - 12:30 PM Puja (Pushpanjali at 12:15 PM)

12:30 PM - 1.30 PM Prasad + Vegetarian Lunch

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM Dashami Puja + Pushpanjali + Bisharjan
2:00 PM - 2:30PM Sindoor Utsab + Bijoya + Dhak
2:30 PM - 6:00 PM | Break

Evening Session:

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Sandhya Aarti

6:45 PM - 7:30 PM Local Talent Showcase (Direction: Ruby Biswas and Biru
Paksha Paul)

8:00 PM - 9:15PM Dinner

9:30 PM -11:30 PM Invited Artist, Mampee Nair
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Cyeate Bingharmton Bengal Associain

invites you with your family and friends to

Puja Contribution:

\v/ . - General Contributors:*
% & " “[ d r“ d $50 per family (for entire event)
$30 per person (for entire event)

$10 full-time student (for entire

G On September 27 event)
. Free admission for children (18
- Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, —p— - !
1595 NYS Route 26. Vestal. NY 13850 *covers lunch, dinner & entertainment

Patrons: $250/family, Donors:
$100/family

A potpourri of songs and
dances

Local talents will be
showcased under the
direction and choreography of

Ruby Biswas.

The program is titled: ' S
4 v$1 L : :

E:' I/é-r't‘r-lE tt?{i Mampee Nair
R o (e oo Sa Re Ga Ma Superstar
- 2010

itional information including contact numbers are available at: www. Binghamtonpuja.or

rRangoll BY Sohini Chakraborty
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