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Which features a much more gruesome gross-out scene than Murakami's Wind Up Bird Chronicle's gross-out scene. One based on the factual
torture and death of Christian missionary Jean de Brebeuf. This was my first exposure to Tobias Wolff. I found the book to be an excellent
collection of short stories. He seems to be the odd man out.

Frank and Kenny bicker a lot but seemto be closer to each other than to Tub. But a hunting accident changes the dynamics of the group, and



hidden truths about the three friends are revealed. This one mvolves a history professor named Mary who loses her job after fifteen years when the
college she works at goes bankrupt. As a result, Mary has been very careful about expressing herself. Mar 13, Felicity rated it it was amazing
Recommends 1t for: everyone, writers, liars. Shelves: fiction , short-stories , grad-school. This is a great collection of short stories.

They vary in length, topic and tone, but all of them have an almost pungent insight into a character's experience of life. They are extrenely relatable,
and genuinely interesting. I had read "Hunters in the Snow" in high school, and had found it, along with a classic Wolff story not in this volume
"Bullet in the Brain" to be among the most memorable short stories I had ever read. It's still a chilling, bizarre story. Other stories take us all over
No This is a great collection of short stories. Other stories take us all over North America, from Army recruits preparing for Viet Namto prep
school boys jockeying for social status, from old married couples to ossified professors.

The story that took this from four to five stars though, just five minutes ago as I finished, was the last story, '"The Liar". I say with no exaggeration
that that story was worth the price of the entire book in humor, bizarre truth, and picayune beauty. May 22, Kellyn Toombs rated it liked it. While
I didn't think this book was bad in any way, I also was not particularly fond of'it, because I thought that some stories were much better than others.

[ absolutely loved the title story, as I thought it had a great ending and it had a clear moral message. I also enjoyed the last story, "The Liar",
because of the interesting characters and the dilemmas they faced. However, I found some of the stories, such as "Next Door," felt to me like had
no formal plot or moral lesson; they were simply While I didn't think this book was bad in any way, I also was not particularly fond of it, because I
thought that some stories were much better than others.

However, I found some of the stories, such as "Next Door," felt to me like had no formal plot or moral lesson; they were simply a series of things
that happened, almost like a diary entry. There isn't anything wrong with this format of writing a story, but I personally thought the stories written in
this style weren't as interesting as the ones that weren't. Again, stories written in this style aren't always bad, as I felt like "The Liar" was written this
way but I still enjoyed it. Overall, the good in this book out ways the bad, and while it wasn't the most enjoyable book I have ever read, I don't
regret reading it.

May 21, Hanna rated it liked it. Didn't hate it, didn't love it. One of the stories is about a scholarly type who acts like an asshole and obliquely
justifies it to himself; which is the worst most tired subject ever, and that brought the collection down a whole star for me. It would be nice if T
could go the rest of my life without hearing another sordid tale about a male professor.

Maybe this would've been better or at least more impressive had I read it when it was still new. By now I've read so many short stories it see 2.
By now I've read so many short stories it seems unremarkable, and it's beginning to show its age. I forgot how good this one is. One of the best
contemporary short story collections available. Wolff;, author of This Boy's Life, cuts to the heart of men and maleness with muscular precision and
grace. One of my all time favorites. Jun 22, John Marken rated it really liked it. The others in this collection are good, but they're kind of similar to
each other in feel, and it kind of drags along when you read them back-to-back.

But 'Hunters in the Snow'. You can just find it online though, so probably don't buy this book. Economy of style renders some very memorable
stories Wolff's debut story collection hits just the right note; he writes with an economy of description, dialogue, and character that practically
approaches minimalism. The stories provide a variety of moods, and readers are left with much material for appreciation and analysis. Writers of
fiction can learn much from Wolff'in terms of honing their craft. Highly recommended! Jan 05, Stephen J. Tobias Wolffis definitely up there as one
of the best short story and memoir writers of the 20th century. The way Wolff writes is clear, precise and clean.

A strong recommendation. If yo Tobias Wolft'is definitely up there as one of the best short story and memoir writers of the 20th century. Shelves:
fiction , shorts , lit. When you read short stories, this is what you expect. I should be giving this 5 stars. What a talented author. Five stars for the
second story, "Hunters in the Snow. Apr 21, Colin Brightwell rated it liked it.

Nov 10, Sue rated it really liked it. There is little plot; each story focuses on an episode or encounter that reveals much about the characters. Wolff
chooses details and with great economy tells us what is unique and necessary. But maybe [ was missing narrative development just a little. The
story I liked best actually did have more plot. I am impressed that a man could write about a woman with such insight into her professional
struggles. Mary, an historian at a college she hates, is being interviewed for a position at a prestigious university.

It turns out that there is a university rule that at least one woman be considered for any opening, The mild-mannered Mary is being thrown to the
wolves, put through search committee paces, just to satisfy that rule. I give this title story my highest praise: I read it twice. This review was first
published at scrivenerscreed. This summer, In the Garden of the North American Martyrs reenters the public conscious with a sustained vitality
and an encouraging patina. The notion of a so-called rennaissance, a not untypical marketing exaggeration, has dissipated from th This review was
first published at scrivenerscreed.

The notion of a so-called rennaissance, a not untypical marketing exaggeration, has dissipated from the general trajectory of the American short
form. Martyrs has achieved something not every work of literature has been so fortunate to: survive its cheerleaders. Martyrs really contains the
two elements which mark a successful debut literary effort: breadth of ambition in character, and humor.

It seens to me, dear reader, that those two factors are the elemental salves found within all great literary works. At once, a piece of prose ought to
mstill in us the dizzying depths of our blue marble and beyond, a wonder and terror in ripping down our horse blinders, then administer the
Dramamine of such great heights, the humor and levity which does not stabilize but opens ourselves to the wild spinning world. The two
unencumbered hunters attempt to bring their injured friend to the hospital. At just this critical moment, after the bleeding bully and divider is stowed
away in the truck bed, they find common bond with one another.

The remaining stories include a similar levity and punch: a story about a straight-laced professor stranded by manners in engaging in an affair,
another featuring a fledgling intellectual granted a moment of redemption after years of self-censorship and manipulation. Others include an air of



conflict layered deep down over years including a veteran discovering that his fimdamentally inept conrade somehow survived, another over a
couple on an anniversary cruise, forced to confront the findamental concession which strung the two together over decades. Martyrs serves well
those in search of what at bottom literature is meant for: something ancient, forgotten, yet new, inevitable. Read it for instruction or pleasure,
disordering or catharsis. Nov 14, Holy Transfiguration Bookstore rated it really liked it. In our daily walk through the world, we face situations that
are uncomfortable, unclear, and unbalanced. And sometimes, these queasy and grey situations may be in fact of our own making as we stumble
misguided and oblivious toward moral quicksand.

There is a place for cautionary tales. The people we find growing in his word garden are rather weedy. Or maybe once I was such a person in
such a situation and my failure to make the better choice was my shame. In Maiden Voyage, a cruise celebrating a fiftieth wedding anniversary
forces the husband to act on his investment in his marriage and he comes up short. He ultimately buys his way in by allowing another boy to be
expelled instead of the guilty rich roommate. In the title story, a PhD, who played it safe throughout her teaching career finds herself used and
dismissed in a job search, decides to risk everything in reaction. Then she went through the laundry hamper and discovered the same heavy scent
all over one of his shirts. There had to be an explanation, but no matter how long she sat in the edge of the bed and held her head in her hands and
rocked back and forth she could not imagine what it might be. And her husband was so much himself that night, so merry and warm, that she felt
unworthy of him.

The doubt passed from her mind to her body; it became one of those flutters that stops you cold from time to time for a few years, and then goes
away. Let those who have ears, hear. Jul 09, Matt Simmons rated it it was amazing, There's a long-standing notion literary types have, of looking
at people we know and saying that they "live their lives as if they're in a book.

Nothing is affected here; rather, the mundane occurrences of everyday life are shown for what they really are, for what we, in living them, realize
about these occurrences: that they are messy, complicated moments of moral ambiguity to which we bring a sense of moral absolutism that There's
a long-standing notion literary types have, of looking at people we know and saying that they "live their lives as if they're in a book. Nothing is
affected here; rather, the mundane occurrences of everyday life are shown for what they really are, for what we, in living them, realize about these
occurrences: that they are messy, complicated moments of moral ambiguity to which we bring a sense of moral absolutism that, of necessity, must
fail

This is not to say that Wolff suggests some sort of touchy-feely relativistic morality in these stories. Rather, he shows how the lives we live are
governed by codes that, though they must fail, are the only things that keep us in touch with our humanity, the only things that keep us open to the
humanity of others. And that is what Wolff insists on throughout this collection--that we recognize the humanity of those around us and, in concert
with this, we do not let their inhumanity towards us destroy our sense of self. This last point is not at all solipsistic. To the contrary, as is illustrated
brilliantly in the title story, to abandon one's ethics and moral code, to accept others denial of one's own humanity is that which makes us unable to
love, to care, for others.

Nov 13, Danrated it liked it Recommends it for: Tobias Wolff fans. This shakes Mary's faith in prudence and forces her to look for another job.
Her journey takes her first to an experimental college located in Oregon, but she decides not to pursue the opportunity for personal reasons. Wolff
jects suspense into the storyline when Mary receives a call froma former colleague from her old college; she offers Mary a job. Throughout the
rest of the work, Mary struggles with her ideals and the ideals of people surrounding her. By the end of the work, Mary shucks off caution and
reaches toward the unknown. Kenny wanted to go after him but Frank said no way, the people out here didn't mess around.
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