





GENEALOGY REPORT - ART YOUNG, COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Tonights title is KNIGH'TS, of the British Islands — some real and some not so real, maybe.

In 2002 Clearfield publishing compiled a reprint and
update of a book entitled “The Knights of England’,
authored by William A. Shaw and compiled by G.D.
Butchaell which was composed of a complete record from
the eatliest time to the present day of the knights of all the
Otrders of Chivalry in England, Scotland and Ireland, and
Knights Bachelors.

The 1st Knight Bachelor was Henry Plantagenet, 2nd
son of Richard, Eatl of Cornwall, on 18 May 1257, who
was knighted on the day of his father’s coronation as King
of the Romans. That listing is followed by 430 pages in

date order of ALL the knights through 19 Dec. 1904.

This is followed by a 253 page index, by surname. If you
are successful in finding an ancestor in the index, you will
in most cases find additional information as when and
where he lived and something about why and where he
was knighted. You often may find who his parents were or
who other relatives were,

There is a copy of this book in the Bethlehem Library,
the New York State Library, also I have a copy and would

be pleased to offer assistance.

Now on to some knight legends - sprinkled with some history.

Was there a King Arthur? Well maybe yes maybe no — history has little written records of those medieval times — however
we do know that there was a Round Table that created the concept of all seated at the table as equals and we know that the
twelve principle Knights were historic people — The Knights were men of courage, honor, dignity, courtesy, and nobleness.
They protected ladies and damsels, honored and fought for kings, and undertook dangerous quests and following is the list.

Sir Lancelot Du Lac (Launcelot) -Lancelot was the son
of King Ban of Benwick and Queen Elaine. He was the
First Knight of the Round Table, and he never failed in
gentleness, courtesy, or courage. Legend tells us that as a
child, Lancelot was left by the shore of the lake, where he
was found by Vivien, the Lady of the Lake. She fostered and
raised him, and in time Lancelot became one of history's
greatest knights.

Sir Gawain - Gawain is generally said to be the nephew
of Arthur. His parents were Lot of Orkney and Morgause
(though his mother is said to be Anna in Geoffrey of
Monmouth). Upon the death of Lot, he became the head
of the Orkney clan, which includes in many sources his
brothers Agravain, Gaheris, and Gareth, and his half-brother
Mordred.

Sir Geraint - The eldest son of King Erbin of Dumnonia
who was a Knight of Devon. After the death of his his wife,
Prince Geraint spent much time at King Arthur’s Court,
looking for action and adventure. It was during this period
that he encountered the Sparrow Hawk Knight and came
to marry Lady Enid of Caer-Teim (Cardiff), a story told
in the ancient tales of "Erec (alias Geraint) & Enid" and
"Geraint mab Erbin" Sir Geraint restored Sir Yniol all of
his possessions and then married his beautiful daughter,
Lady Enid. Later Geraint heard Enid bewailing his sloth as
a knight; he was stung with shame and mistakenly believed
Enid to be unfaithful to him. He took her on a journey
through a series of trials until she convinced him of her
constancy. They returned and lived in happiness for the
remainder of their lives.

Sir Gareth - Gareth was the youngest brother of Sir Gawain
and the son of Lot and Morgause of Orkney. He played
a significant role in Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur. Malory's
"Tale of Sir Gareth” was apparently created by Malory. It
presents Gareth as an exemplar of chivalry who is knighted
by and devoted to Sir Lancelot and who acts chivalrously
towards Lynette despite her abuse of him.

Sir Gaheris - Gaheris was the son of King Lot of Orkney
and his wife Morgause, sister of King Arthur, before being
knighted he was squire to his elder brother Gawaine. Sir
Gaheris married Lynette on the day his brother Gareth
martried hersister, Dame Lionesse, of the Castle Perilous.
The two brothers were slain in the struggle following the
rescue of Queen Guinevere from the fire, though this was
by accident as Sir Lancelot did not recognise them in the
crowd. Sir Gawaine for a long time held Sir Lancelot in
bitter hatred.

Sir Bedivere - Bedivere was a trusty supporter of King
Arthur from the beginning of his reign, and one of the
first knights to join the fellowship of the Round Table. He
helped Arthur fight the Giant of Mont St. Michel, and [ater
he was made Duke of Neustria. Bedivere had only one hand
later in life, having lost one of his hands in a battle. He had a
son called Amren and a daughter named Eneuave.

Sir Galahad - Galahad was the natural son of Launcelot.
His name may be of Welsh origin or come from the place
name Gilead in Palestine. His mother was Elaine, and he
was placed in a nunnery as a child, being that the abbess
there was his great aunt. One day a sword in a stone was seen
in a river by Arthur's knights, and it was said that only the
world's best knight could pull out the sword. Galahad was
led into Arthur's court where he sat in the Siege Perilous
and then drew the sword out. It was later on when the Grail
appeared in a vision at Arthur's court that Galahad was one
of the three knights chosen to undertake the Quest for the
Holy Grail. He was given a white shield, made by Evelake,
with a red cross which Joseph of Arimathea had drawn
in blood. In the course of the Quest he joined up with
Percivale, Bors, and Percivale's sister. On board Solomon's
ship, Galahad obtained the Sword of David, and after the
death of Percivale’s sister the trio split up for a while and
Galahad traveled with his father, Launcelot.

Other Noteable Knights....Sir Kay, Sir Bors de Ganis,

Sir Lamorak, Sir Tristan, Sir Percivale,
(Continued on last page)






