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The Monkeys of Stormy Mountain: 60 Years of Primatological Research 
on the Japanese Macaques of Arashiyama

The Arashiyama group of Japanese macaques holds a distinguished place 
in primatology as one of the longest continuously studied non-human pri-
mate populations in the world. The resulting long-term data provide a unique 
resource for researchers, allowing them to move beyond cross-sectional studies 
to tackle larger issues involving individual, matrilineal and group histories.

This book presents an overview of the scope and magnitude of research 
topics and management efforts that have been conducted on this population 
for several decades, covering not only the original troop living around Kyoto, 
Japan, but also the two subgroups that were translocated to Texas, USA and to 
Montréal, Canada. The chapters encompass topics including life history, sex-
ual, social and cultural behaviour and ecology, giving an insight into the range 
of current primatological research. The contributors underscore the historic 
value of the Arashiyama macaques and showcase new and significant research 
findings that highlight their continuing importance to primatology.

jean-baptiste leca is a post-doctoral research fellow and lecturer in the 
Department of Psychology, University of lethbridge, Canada. His research 
explores the determinants of behavioural innovations and traditions, and the 
evolution of non-conceptive sexuality, including the motivational mechanisms 
underlying female-to-male mounting in Arashiyama Japanese macaques.

michael a. huffman is an Associate Professor in the Department of Social 
Behaviour and Ecology at the Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University, 
Japan. His research on free-ranging and captive Japanese macaques encom-
passes sexual behaviour, reproductive physiology and energetics, enrichment, 
social learning, cultural behaviour, self-medication and parasite ecology.

paul l. vasey is a Professor in the Department of Psychology at the University 
of lethbridge, Canada. His research focuses on the development and evolution 
of non-conceptive sexuality from a cross-species and cross-cultural perspec-
tive. He has conducted research on sexual behaviour in free-ranging Japanese 
macaques at Arashiyama and on the captive subgroup in Montréal.
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We dedicate this book to the memory of the late nobuo asaba, nancy collinge, 
Larry fedigan, carole Gauthier, Baldev Grewal, naonosuke hazama, Junichiro 
itani, shunzo Kawamura and eiji Ohta, as well as all the other people who dir-
ectly or indirectly contributed to the development of research on the arashiyama 
monkeys and to our professional development under their mentorship. their 
examples live on in us, and those we mentor.

Jean-Baptiste Leca, Michael a. huffman and paul L. Vasey
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