Two Articles
One by a concerned Christian
and
One by a commited Baptist Pastor

The Truth Your Pastors Would Not Tell You
By Kulne Oshob
“And my people shall know the truth and the truth shall set them free” John 8:32
“ will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say where in have we robbed thee? In tithes
and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse for ye have robbed me even this whole nation. Bring ye all
the tithes into the store house and prove me now here with saith the lord of hosts if I will not open
the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing, that there would not be room enough to receive it”
Malachi 3 : 8 – 10
The above quoted scripture is probably one of the most quoted scripture in the bible. Unfortunately
it is being quoted out of context and used as a weapon of mass intimidation, manipulation,
extortion, oppression, outright lies and deceit by some church leaders to collect ten percent of the
gross income of their church members who have been coerced into believing that they are doing
God’s will.
Before I go into the details of this discourse, I want to state categorically that I am a God loving,
bible believing Christian who has the fear of God in his heart. I am also not writing this article to
undermine any church or pastor but to let people realize the truth about tithes and remove the yoke
of tithes being placed by some pastors upon them. I also want to state categorically that I strongly
believe in giving to the church for the purpose of propagating God’s work and the Christian
ministry. And I love the story where the widow gave her all.
I would like to state that this article is not meant for us as Christians to revolt against the church or
our pastors, it is just meant to establish the biblical truth about tithes and remove the yoke from
people who labour to pay tithes ( not required of them by God) while their pastors are living
luxuriously. Today many pastors see the church as their personal business and even fraudulent
people are opening up churches so that they can have access to people’s tithes and use it for their
personal aggrandizement. I encourage all of us as Christians to remain vigilant and continue to
serve God in truth and in faith to the glory of his holy name. Amen.
Another point to note is: how come out of the 613 biblical laws of Moses which were handed out to
the people of Israel, it is only an adulterated version of the law of tithe that is still being practised
today, apart from the Ten Commandments? How come we are no longer required to offer burnt
sacrifices etc? The truth is that only tithing was dug out of the laws of Moses because it presents
material benefits to the collectors of tithes. Given that most Christians do not study their bibles and
depend on their ministers to guide them through, it was easy for pastors to pick a passage in the
bible (Malachi 3 : 8-10), quote it out of context and use it to manipulate the flock into parting with
10 per cent of their income. Furthermore, it is worthy of note that neither Jesus Christ nor any of the
apostles ever preached about or collected tithes.

In fact, in the bible, Jesus Christ only spoke about tithes in Luke 11:42 which states that: “But woe
unto you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue all manner of herbs, and pass over judgement and
the love of God: these you ought to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” Here we can see
that Jesus Christ is rebuking the Pharisees for laying emphasis on tithes instead of the more
important things of the spirit, like our pastors are doing today.
In Acts 15, we find outlined what the apostles all agreed was necessary for the newly converted
Gentiles to practise, and by inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God, tithing is conspicuously missing.
Yet, what is one of the very first legislated duties taught to Gentile converts by the Church today? It
is that they must tithe their annual salaries to the Church. Where did this unscriptural law of
Christian tithing come from?
The Catholic Church knows its own history. Here is how tithing got back into the Church after
being absent for nearly five centuries:
“As the Church expanded and various institutions arose, it became necessary to make laws which
would insure the proper and permanent support of the clergy. The payment of tithes was adopted
from the Old Law… The earliest positive legislation on the subject seems to be contained in the
letter of the bishops assembled at Tours in 567 and the [canons] of the Council of Macon in 585.”—
The Catholic Encyclopaedia.
They “extended” their base of tithe collecting to eventually include all forms of income. All
Christian scholars know that although money was in wide use in ancient Israel, it was never a
titheable commodity. But modern pastors don’t want tithes of goats or oil or corn, they want
money–cold, hard cash! God has a word to the “shepherds of the sheep”, and it is the very same
message that He had for the Levites in the book of Malachi. And it is this:
“My people have been lost sheep, their shepherds have caused them to go astray” (Jer. 50:6).
Were Israelites aware that they were being led astray by their spiritual leaders? Not most, and
neither are Christians today aware that they are being led astray by their spiritual leaders.

Why You Should NOT Tithe (Selected Scriptures)
by Pastor Steven J Cole

Tithing is not the New Testament standard for giving.
Many churches promote a concept called “storehouse” tithing, based on Malachi 3:10, where God
tells Israel to “bring the whole tithe into the storehouse.” They teach that the local church is the
storehouse, the tithe belongs to God, and His blessing is conditioned upon faithfulness in tithing.
One pastor in a church near me in California preached that if his people weren’t giving ten percent
to that church, they were in sin and needed to go home and repent!
Before I critique this view, let me point out that there are some commendable points regarding
tithing: (1) Those who tithe are often acting in obedience to what they believe God has commanded.
(2) Tithing gets some to increase what they give. (3) Tithing helps consistency and discipline in
giving. But consider these reasons why tithing is not God’s standard for Christians:

A. Tithing was a part of the law of Moses; believers are not under the law.
Romans, Galatians, and other New Testament passages make it clear that Christians are not under
the law of Moses. That does not mean that we are lawless, because we are under the law of Christ (1
Cor. 9:20-21; James 1:25; 2:8, 12; Rom. 13:8-10). Those aspects of the Mosaic law that reflect the
moral character of God are valid under the New Covenant and are repeated as commands in the
New Testament. But the church is never commanded to tithe.
Those who argue for tithing point out that Abraham and Jacob both tithed prior to the Mosaic law
(Gen. 14:20; 28:22). Thus tithing supersedes the law, they argue. If the New Testament gave no
further guidelines, that might be a valid point. But it does, as I will show. But there are other
practices, such as circumcision and sabbath-keeping which pre-date the Law and yet are not binding
on us.
If you examine the references to Abraham’s and Jacob’s tithing, you will see that God did not
command them to tithe and there is no indication that this was their regular practice. On one
occasion after a victory in battle, Abraham tithed the spoils from that battle, but nothing is said
regarding his other possessions or his regular income (Gen. 14:20). To follow Jacob’s example
would be wrong, because he was making a conditional vow before God, promising that if God
would keep him safe and provide for him, then he would give God a tenth (Gen. 28:20-22). That’s
hardly a good example to follow in giving! Tithing was required under the Mosaic Law, but
believers are not under the Law.
B. Tithing was an involuntary tax to support Israel; believers are not a part of the theocratic nation.
In the Old Testament, there was both required and voluntary giving. The tithe was required. It was
commanded for every Israelite to fund national worship and help the poor. In actuality, there was
not just one tithe, but rather two or three ([1] Lev. 27:30-33, Num. 18:20-21; [2] Deut. 12:17-18; [3]
Deut. 14:28-29), so that the total was not 10 percent, but more like 22 percent (see Charles Ryrie,
Balancing the Christian Life [Moody Press], p. 86). Thus if we are required to bring the whole tithe
into the storehouse today, we had better up the percentage from 10 to 22 percent!
C. Tithing is not mentioned in any instructions to the church, although much is said about giving.
If tithing is to be practiced by the Christian church, it seems strange that Paul did not mention it
when he wrote of giving, especially to the predominately Gentile churches which would not be
familiar with the Old Testament.
D. Tithing is not mentioned in any writings of the early church fathers.
By itself this is not decisive, but it lends weight to the biblical arguments. If the early church
practiced tithing, then the concept should surface somewhere in the writings of the church fathers of
the second and third centuries. But it does not, even though giving was an important part of early
Christian worship (see Hawthorne, pp. 854-855).
E. Tithing puts the wrong emphasis upon giving.
Tithing emphasizes your obligation to God; New Testament giving, as we shall see, emphasizes
your willing, loving response to God’s grace. Furthermore, tithing limits giving by making a person
feel that he has paid his dues (so to speak) and thus nothing more is required, when, in fact, much
more could be done. Tithing has a tendency to put a person on a legal basis with God, rather than a
love relationship. It’s the wrong emphasis.
Grace giving is based on ...
God’s example in Christ (2 Cor. 8:9). Aren’t you glad that God did not just give a tenth! He gave
all. The Lord Jesus Christ was infinitely rich. He dwelled in the unimaginable splendor of heaven,
apart from the sin and corruption of this world. But He gave that up, laid aside His privileges, and
took on human flesh. He could have chosen to be born as a prince in palatial splendor. But instead

He was born and lived in poverty. He ultimately impoverished Himself to the maximum by taking
upon Himself the sin of the human race in order that we might become rich (2 Cor. 5:21).
Inner motivation, not outward compulsion (2 Cor. 8:3-5; 9:7). Motive and attitude are crucial. It is
better to give a small amount based on a loving response to God’s grace than it is to give a large
amount based on outward pressure or pride. Note the attitude of the Macedonian believers: they had
an abundance of joy (2 Cor. 8:2); they gave of their own accord (8:3); they begged with much
entreaty for the favor (8:4!); first they gave themselves to the Lord (8:5); they had both the
readiness and desire (8:10-12, 9:2); they gave cheerfully, not grudgingly or under compulsion (9:7).
In our church, we don’t use pressure or gimmicks to get people to give. I want your giving to be
between you and God, based on your response to the love He has shown you. Also, I want to
encourage each of you to refuse to give to any organization that uses pressure and fund-raising
gimmicks. If you believe in the work of this church, then give generously as God has prospered
you, out of love for Him.
Those who are free from bondage to greed and debt won’t be enslaved to money. If you’re a person
of integrity and faithfully manage your money, when God supplies you with more, you will
prayerfully and generously channel funds after personal and family needs into His kingdom.
_________
So Pastor Cole does not encourage or advocate stingy giving but generously from our hearts rather
than as a compulsory and outward act. He also points out that as a tither, sometimes we can be
stingy givers and there are scriptures that endorse generous giving to the needs of the saints over
modern day tithing. Well done!
This is one pastor among others who has been prepared to rightly divide God's Word of Truth.
We all need to find the balance, don't we?

