
  

 Welcome to  
Messiah Lutheran 

 

Baptism of Jesus ~ January 8, 2023 
 

 
 

Preservice Music 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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*Call to Worship: 
Arise! Shine! 

God's light shines upon our path in this New Year! 
Arise! Shine! 

God's light penetrates the darkness that covers the world. 
Arise! Shine! 

Nations shall come to God's light  
and kings to the brightness of God's dawn. 

Blessed is He who comes as king, who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth! 

 
*Gathering Song:  “O Day of Rest and Gladness”          ELW 521                                     

 

*Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day:  

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and 
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Kingdom Kids Time 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. 
The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will 
weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have 
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations. 
 
 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
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  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 5Thus says God, the Lord, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the Lord, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 

   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
  
Psalm 29  
 1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 
 worship the LORD in holy splendor. 
 3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders, 
 the LORD, over mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
 the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
 and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
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 9The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, 
 and strips the forest bare; 
 and in his temple all say, "Glory!" 
 10The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
 11May the LORD give strength to his people! 
 May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
 
 
*Gospel Acclamation:   “Celtic Alleluia”   Service Music #174 

 

 

*Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, 
and identified publicly as God’s child. 
 
     L:   The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
     C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; 
for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

     L:  The Gospel of the Lord.     C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Song:  “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”         ELW 304 
 

Sermon 
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*Affirmation of Baptism  
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 
faith of the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
   I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
   I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
   I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue 
in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

         I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in 
your life in Christ? 
         We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir 
up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence 
both now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Offering 
 
 

*Offertory Hymn: (Tune:  Bright and Glorious is the Sky) 
  

Christ was born that Beth-l’em night;  
Morning Star, he shone so bright. 

Offer we our gifts to greet him,  
When we serve in love, we meet him.  
Christ, our Lord, he shines through us!  
Christ, our Lord, he shines through us! 

 
Offering Prayer: 
Living God, in your Son, you have given the world a radiant Light 
shining brightly in the darkness!  Lead us onward in Light that we may 
share your warmth and grace with all people. Let our lives be an 
offering of love every day. We pray through Christ, the Light of the 
world. Amen. 
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Prayers:   
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, the world, and all people in need.  A brief silence. 
 
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy 
Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.  
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on 
earth, that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful 
stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.  
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day 
and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to 
use their strength wisely, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and 
those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide 
companionship, for all who suffer (especially), that God shower 
compassion, let us pray.  
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for 
those seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God 
experience grace and peace, let us pray.  
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that 
their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.   
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake 
of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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*Benediction: 
Go into this world, confident in God's love and healing power.  
Go in peace and may God's love and peace always be with you. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:  “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                  ELW 671 
 
*Dismissal: 
     L:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
     C:  Thanks be to God. 
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