Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
August 24, 2022
7-8:30 pm

1. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:05pm Members in attendance included Ron Wikholm, Phil Gaudreau, Tess Lundgren, Scott Sivek, Bernie Gillis, Jim McHutchison, Eric Thomas, Gail Reynolds, Gary Lussier and Watershed Coordinator Pat Young
Attendees introduced themselves and gave a brief description of their affiliations and background. 

2. Administration 
a. Minutes 6-15-22: Motion by P. Gaudreau, seconded by T. Lundgren to approve minutes of June 15, 2022.  Unanimous with R. Wikholm abstaining.
b. Budget, Expenses and Contributions: P. Young reported that all municipal funds had been received for the 2021/2022 fiscal year
c. Updates on Long-Term Vision Progress: P. Young indicated that a draft of the Long-Term Vision for SRWP is anticipated in the next month or so.
d. Summer Interns: P. Young updated the board on the summer intern program. Working with Three Rivers Community College, SRWP is participating in a grant share program to fund summer interns. The two students have been assisting with field work in the summer and are both from Colchester.
3. Partner updates 

a. Columbia: R. Wikholm explained the expansion of Mono State Park with planned access to Wellwood Preserve
b. Haddam Neck: P. Gaudreau indicated that there were no specific updates
c. East Haddam: B. Gillis noted that the town was submitting an OSWA grant application for 95 acres in the Salmon River Watershed. The parcel would be contiguous to other town land and the Middle School. P. Young will reach out to Jim Ventres about submitting a letter of support on behalf of SRWP.
d. Trout Unlimited: G. Lussier reported on the tree-planting event hosted by Trout Unlimited along the Blackledge River in Colchester. P. Young added that she had the interns go out and clip around the pines and tally survival.  Only one was found dead.
e. DEEP: E. Thomas noted that a former SRWP intern, Emma Coffey, has been hired to work at DEEP assisting with water quality monitoring. He reported that DEEP will likely be increasing staffing in response to some significant project work and additional funding. He also mentioned the September 30th OSWA grant deadline.
f. Haddam: G. Reynolds noted her roles with Haddam Conservation Commission, Inland Wetlands Agency and also the Haddam Land Trust and work the town is doing on sustainability.
g. Colchester Land Trust: S. Sivek reported that CLT had received some bad news as part of a forestry review. It was noted that on the Bulkeley Hill Preserve, beech tree blight is present. G. Reynolds offered further information about the blight.
h. Lebanon: T. Lundgren noted there were no specific updates.
4. SRWP project/activity update
a. Monitoring Projects

i. Summer Baseline Stream Monitoring: P. Young reported that summer monitoring will be wrapping up soon. Several board members (T. Lundgren, C. Frey and P. Gaudreau) had assisted with monitoring this summer. 
ii. Temperature Loggers: Temperature loggers were launched in May. P. Young thanked P. Gaudreau and B. Gillis for their help with logger field work.  Loggers will come out in the fall.
iii. Conductivity Loggers: SRWP has10 conductivity loggers out in the watershed, although 2 may be missing. Board member C. Frey and volunteers from the firm he works at, all volunteer their time to manage the loggers.
b. Outreach & Ed

i. Past Events

1. Hebron Day: P. Young reported that Hebron Day was well-attended and thanked T. Lundgren for helping man the booth.
ii. Upcoming Events:
1. Goodspeed Airport Event-East Haddam: August 27 (B. Gillis will assist)
2. Marlborough Day: August 28: P. Young isn’t sure she will be able to do this event.
3. Haddam Neck Fair: Labor Day Weekend (J. McHutchison and P. Gaudreau will be coordinating and assisting with the SRWP table)
4. Field Training-Stream Assessments: September 10: This will be coordinated with the Eightmile River Watershed.
5. Colchester Celebration (September 17th?): P. Young will look into this event to see if she can fit it in with other fall field work.
c. Other Projects

i. Open Space Mapping/Grants: P. Young noted that Hebron had reached out about a support letter for an OSWA grant and she will also reach out to East Haddam.
ii. Preserved Lands Recreation Map: P. Young noted that she has the summer interns working on a preserved lands recreation map.  They are researching allowed uses on key properties.
iii. Watershed Tour Dates and Places: P. Young shared a driving route around the watershed with various stops at key areas.  Due to the size of the watershed, the driving time alone is over 2 hours.  With stops and short talks, etc, it would likely be a full day.  There was further discussion about breaking it down in several segments/days—that way members could participate in the areas they were less familiar with.  P. Young will send out an email updating all members with this approach.
5. Other Business: None
6. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:35pm
Submitted By: Patricia Young
2022 Meeting Dates (third Wednesday of the month)
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