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TITLE: Developing a Biblical Worldview on Death

TEXT: Ge. 1:26-27, 2:7-9,15-17; Ro. 6:23, 3:23; John

11:3-36, 1:1-3,10-11,14, 14:6; 1st Co. 15:55; Lk. 23:39-43; 1st Jn. 3:2-3

INTRODUCTION: Last week we talked about developing a Biblical Worldview on Life, this morning we are going to talk about developing a Biblical worldview on Death…

 Actually, when you think about it, death is really just the flip side of life.

  Before we can ever come to fully appreciate life, I think that we must first come to at least an elementary understanding of death. After all, death is just as much a part of our world as life is.

 There are at least two things that all of us have in common here this morning. 1. We are all alive  2. We are all dying; we are all in the process of death.

 The fact of the matter is that the moment that we are born the process of our death starts. With the dawning of each new day we are all one day closer to the day of our death.

 Death has become a fact of life.
 Notice that I said that death has “become” a fact of life.
 I say it that way because that was not always the case.
 To start out on a message about developing a Biblical world-view of death we need to go back through the Bible and see when death began…How death entered our world..

 I mean, has death always been or can we find a specific point of its origin?
Gene 1:26 (NIV) Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

27  So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

 In the first part of the next chapter Scripture tells us just how God did that….

Gene 2:7 (NIV) the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

 Ok, this is where I want to stop for a moment…

The creation of man…
 Scripture says that we were created in the image and likeness of God. That he breathed the breath of life into man and man became a living being.
 Do you grasp the full impact of how man was created here? Created In the image and likeness of God.
 Do you understand what it means to have God breathe the breath of life, His breath of life, into man?

 Man was created immortal! Man was created apart from death. Man was not created to die but man was created to live and live forever…
 Man was created in the image and likeness of God. God is eternal.
  The definition of eternal is always having been. No beginning or no end, having always existed.
 In being created in Gods image and likeness we couldn’t be created as an eternal being because we do have a specific point of existence, but God could create man to have His immortal quality---to live eternally from a specific point of origin.
 And that is how man was created. Immortal!
 Man was created for fellowship with God and sense God lives forever the creation that he created for fellowship with Himself “man” was created to live forever also.

 How do we know this?

  Gene 2:8 (NIV) Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 

9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Gene 2:15 (NIV) The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

 What would have happened if man would never have disobeyed God and not eaten from the tree that he was commanded not to eat from?

 Man never would have died! 

 Death was the result of mans disobedience to God.
 Death is the result of sin.
Roma 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death!

 The wages, the reward, the end result of sin is death.
 If man would never have sinned he never would have died.
 Death entered our world through mans sin…
 Before sin there was no death because death is the result of sin.

Roma 3:23 (NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God!

We all have sinned so we all will one day have to pay the price and penalty for sin. We all will one day die…
 I have heard people say that we shouldn’t fear death because it is just a natural part of life….
 Now, we need not fear death but not because it is a natural part of life.
 The reason that we fear death is because it is not a natural part of life. Death may have become what seems to be a natural part of life because we are all dying, but it is not natural in the sense that it wasn’t in Gods original plan for man.

  Fear is in all probability the greatest enemy of mankind.  And the fear of death is the greatest of all fears.  As soon as we begin to love life, a fear of death is born.  That is understandable, after all, death is an unknown--a mystery, and it seems so final.

 But the reason that we fear death is because that it is not what God originally designed for man, but it is that final payment for sin that we all must pay.
 When man sinned, he infected Gods perfect creation with sin.
  With sin came sickness and disease, sorrow and suffering, crying and pain and ultimately death.
 None of these things, sorrow, suffering, crying, pain, sickness or even death existed before man disobeyed God and fell to sin…
 So, this is the origin of death, how death came about, so how are we to deal with death sense we will all one day experiencing it?

 The only way to effectively deal with death is by embracing life…
 And when I say that the only way to effectively deal with death is by embracing life I am not talking about embracing life as the world in which we live might go about embracing life, but how the Bible says we are to embrace life.
   The secular worldview of embracing life is summed up in an old beer commercial….Go for all the gusto that life has to offer… This particular commercial’s way of going for all the gusto in life was to drink their particular brand of beer..
 Well, that isn’t how Scripture says that we embrace life is it?

 How does Scripture say that we really embrace life?

 Scripture says that we embrace life only one way and that is by embracing Jesus Christ.
Because Jesus is life!

  When Jesus lived here on earth He had some particularly close friends that where just outside of His immediate circle of intimate friends, the 12 disciples. Among His close friends was a man named Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha.

 Many times, when Jesus and his disciples where in or around the town of Bethany they would go and stay with Lazarus and his two sisters who lived there…

 They all had a special relationship and friendship with one another.
  One day as Jesus and the Disciples are ministering on the other side of the Jordan a messenger comes with news from Mary and Martha that Jesus close friend Lazarus is sick…

John 11:3 (NIV) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick." 

John 11:5 (NIV) Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

 Jesus didn’t pack right up and head out for Bethany to go to these friends that he loved so much when he received the news of Lazarus’s illness but stayed right where he was for 2 more days.

  In the meantime Lazarus dies and Jesus doesn’t get to Bethany until after Lazarus has been in the tomb four days…

John 11:17 (NIV) On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 

18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 

19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 

 Bethany, being just two miles away from Jerusalem, was kind of an outlying suburb of Jerusalem and many Jews had come from Jerusalem to comfort Mary and Martha in the loss of their brother..

John 11:20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

 This is kind of a reversal of what happened the last time when they were all together and Mary sat at Jesus feet while Martha busied herself with housework and Jesus commended Mary and kind of rebuked Martha.  Evidently Martha had gotten the point.
21 "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 

22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." 

23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 

24 Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

27 "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." 

28 And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is asking for you." 

29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 

30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 

31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 

34 "Where have you laid him?" he asked. 

"Come and see, Lord," they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 

  Mary and Martha both realized that Jesus could have healed their brother had he been there.
 After all they had most likely seen Him heal others countless times before.
  But now that their brother had died they felt the finality of death…

 After Jesus had the encounter with Martha he sends her back to the house to have Mary come to Him.

  Mary has the same response, as her sister when she sees Jesus…

"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 

  When Jesus saw the pain and sorrow of these two sisters whom he loved and he saw the pain and sorrow of those who had come to comfort them, Scripture says that Jesus was deeply moved and troubled in His spirit and then wept Himself..

  Let me ask you a question?

 Why was Jesus deeply moved and troubled in His spirit?

 Why was He moved so deeply that He, Himself, wept?

 I mean, He already knew what He was about to do.
 He knew that He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead.
 He was about to perform possibly what was His greatest miracle and restore life to this friend that he loved.  Giving Mary and Martha and all these friends back their beloved Lazarus.
 So why would Jesus weep? Why was He troubled in His spirit?

 It wasn’t because Lazarus had died but because, I believe, of death itself.
  Seeing and realizing just how far mankind had fallen, knowing what mankind had lost…
 That this wasn’t in His original plan for man.
John 1:1 (NIV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 

11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

And now we have Jesus, the Word Himself, He who was not merely with God in the beginning but He who in fact is God, the God of creation, the God that created everything that has been created, the giver of life itself!

 And now He is standing and witnessing the pain and sorrow that His creation has brought upon themselves through sin, knowing what things could have been like, should have been like, if only man would have remained faithful to Him as creator.

 And so, His heart brakes to see just how far man has fallen, fallen from what He originally designed for man.
 You see He didn’t design man to die.  He didn’t design man to hurt and sorrow and suffer sickness and pain. He designed man for eternal fellowship and relationship and life with Himself, and it broke Jesus heart to see what man had brought upon themselves through sin and disobedience.
  But what are the words of comfort that Jesus offers to a sorrowful and hurting sister at the time of death of a beloved brother…

John 11:25 (NIV) Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die!
 When Jesus first told Martha about how Lazarus would rise again, Martha knew, she believed that her brother would rise again at the resurrection.
 But Jesus wanted her to know that He is the resurrection and that He is life. And that to embrace life we need to embrace Him..
 For without Him there is no hope of life---no hope of real life anyway---Life as he originally intended it to be, eternal, never-ending life.
  So when Jesus said "I am the resurrection and the life, what He was saying was that He is the antidote to death.
 Jesus says the same thing in:

John 14:6 (NIV) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

  Death is not that big of a deal if you know Jesus as the resurrection and the life.. If you have allowed Him to become the Lord and savior of your life. 

 Because then death becomes but just the door by which we pass from this life into eternal life in Gods eternal kingdom..
 This truth is what enabled the Apostle Paul to say in:

1Cor 15:55 (NIV) "Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?" 

  A personal, saving relationship with Jesus Christ is what takes the sting out of death. It is what robs death of its victory.
 Because for the Christian to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.
   There were two thieves crucified along side of Christ. Two other men who were about to face the ultimate penalty for sin…two men who where about to die.
Luke 23:39 (NIV) One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? 

41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 

42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

 What we see here in these two men that were crucified alongside of Jesus is an example of the choice that we all must make.  And we will all make the choice-- The choice of either embracing life or rejecting life. The choice of either embracing Jesus or rejecting Him.
 Even in the face of death the one thief’s heart had become so hard to sin that he refused to embrace life when life was so close to him.
 The other man chose to embrace life. He chose to embrace Jesus. 

 And it was to this man that Jesus said: Today, you will be with me in paradise!

 What words of hope! Words of hope that are just as true for you and I today as they were to this man that Jesus spoke to from the cross. This man who embraced and choose life by embracing and choosing Jesus.
They are words of hope because Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Him will live, even though he dies..
  This morning what choice have you made?

 Have you chosen to embrace life, real life, life that is eternal, or have you chosen to reject it?

 And know that there is no third option or third choice, because by not choosing Jesus and choosing life we are by default rejecting Him and choosing death and that death without Christ as our Lord and Savior is also eternal.
 Have you chosen to embrace life?

Have you chosen to embrace Jesus?

 Have you come to Him, sorrowful for your sin and asked Him to forgive you of your sin and then allowed Him to become your Lord and savior surrendering control of your life to Him?

 For this is the only way that we will ever live as God intended us to live!  To live faithfully for God in this life is to live eternally with God after this life is over.
 This morning have you chosen life? Have you chosen Jesus?

 If you have then you have nothing to fear in death when that time comes because through and in Christ Jesus death has lost its victory and it has lost its sting..
 Because death to you has become but just the door by which you enter life and that life will be eternal as God is eternal!
1Joh 3:2 (NIV) Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
Do you have this hope, the hope of the resurrection, the hope of Life within you this morning?

