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[ditorial comment

New Guinea must be one of the most exciting
natural language laboratories in the world. The number
of distinct languages and dialects is still uncertain and
linguists are only in the initial stages of describing the
complexity that exists; a complexity that includes several
hundred indigenous languages, a New Guinea dialect of
English,and Melanesian Pidgin, more than haltway towards
becoming a creole.language, possibly the national language

Kivung, the Linguistic Society of the University
of Papua and New Guinea, was formed in October 19¢7 with
the aim of promoting research in English, Melanesian Pidgin,
in indigenous languages, and in general and applied linguis -
tics.

In this first issue of what we hope to be a quarterly
publication we present a selection of papers given at the first
annual conference. Francis C. Johnson, Foundation Pro essor
of English and President of the Society, discusses English
"supersententials". The use of the computer in linguistic re-
search is described by Maxwell H. McKay, Foundation Professor
of Mathematics. Two papers, given by John R. Prince, Warden
of the Preliminary Year, and by Andras Balint, Senior Lecturer
in English, Secretary of the Society, present contrasting views
of the time concepts of Papuans and New Guineans. A new
approach to dialect study is suggested by Bjdrn Jernudd, Lecturer
in Linguistics, Foreign Languages Department, Monash University,

Secretary of the Linguistic Society of Australia. Andrew Taylor,
A.N.U, Research Scholar, gives a socio-linguistic view of the
language situation in a Papuan village. Problems of emphasis

and contrast in English nominal constructions are analysed by
English Lecturer, Don Stokes.

Future issues of Kivung will include, in addition to
papers presented bt the monthly meetings, articles and book
reviews .

We hope this newest linguistic journal ‘rom the lonely

mountains and steamy rain forests of a developing country will
“ind its place in the already large family of linguistic publications

Andras Balint

Ao

vy



