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Our Mission Statement — The ltalian American Club is dedicated to supporting
American traditions in our community while maintaining our Italian heritage.

OFFICERS

GRANDMA'’S GRAVY
By Elisa Revello

In Honor of Flora Revello...

| remember as a kid traveling to foreign lands of other people’s houses and staying for
dinner, and the family cooking what they called spaghetti and a glass jar with a
mustachioed cartoon man. | remember eating something unfamiliar and saying thank
you, but | did not tell them that it’s not called sauce.

| did not tell them of cramped hot kitchens in summer
of a master curled over the stove stirring with a crooked hand
of olive oil in a can hidden under the sink and cast iron and
mounds of garlic and garlic turning gold and permeating the house
of thick paste and handling raw meat and tying meat with strings
of rolling and kneading and tossing flour
of Romano that is pulled from the depths of the freezer
of handfuls of salt and pepper and leaves and dashes
of ingredients that can never be measured or revealed
of wooden spoons and sizzling and snaps of oil
of parsley that you cut with your teeth
of hauling jugs of wine from the basement
of a massive pot and a long slow simmer
of waiting for a deeper richer red
a color that is only known to few
of armies of tasters lifting the lid
and releasing the scent of promise
and dipping bread in the pot
when no one is looking and
storytelling that seems like yelling
of grating the cheese because
you’re the kid and the kid gets the worst job
of the grater that hurts your hand
and a slippery paper plate
holding a mountain of cheese
of boiling water and steam
of huddling around a flame
and working a whole day
cooking. But you—
you are not just cooking
in your family. Your family—
are makers of
magic.

Editor's Note: The writer's email address is elisarev37@gmail.com
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NEW MEMBERS!

Kristyanne Senske
Jennifer & Robert Reid
Frank & Gina Lopiccolo

Paul & Mary Ouellette

We are selling 50/50 raffle at the door and through-
out the general meeting rather than going around to
each table.

We’re looking for a few volunteers to help sell tick-
ets each month.

Send an email to rsvp@iacofjacksonville.com if you
are interested in helping. You will need to be at the
club and ready to sell by 12:30 PM on General
Meeting days. Thanks in advance for volunteering!

“/_/ ( p' \\\\‘
[ “well )
‘\ 500N /

Peter Carroll
Brian Fossa
Renee Diloria
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Georgette Cornello
Lucy Santos

CLUB SOCIAL
Monday, June 5 @ 1:00 PM

Come join your fellow IAC members to play
some games, chat, snack just a little and
spend times with friends!

SPAGHETTI TO GO!
Friday, June 30

Starts at SPM and serving until the food
runs out.

Stop by the Italian American Club on
your way home from work, or wherever
you're coming from and grab some dinner
for the family! Pasta, 2 meatballs and
bread!

Support YOUR Club!
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*Club

June General Meeting
Sunday, June 11 @ 1:00 PM.

MENU:
TO BE ANNOUNCED

HOST:
TO BE ANNOUNCED

DONATIONS:
TO BE ANNOUNCED

Prep

to Go

RSVP’s are for maximum headcount of 90 people OR
Wednesday, June 7 WHICHEVER COMES FIRST
using Evite (Preferred) OR rsvp@iacofjacksonville.com
OR call the Club at 904-586-2700

We cannot reserve tables for this event.
PLEASE DO NOT ANSWER WITH MAYBE. ANY MAYBE RSVPS WILL BE CHANGED TO NO.

Rented”| 1/ i0bm 6:3;:3
I Gen||2 13 14 I5 16 17 *Club
rI4:(e;(e;tli=’rﬁ Rented*
18 19 20 21 22 23124 *Club
Rented*
25 26 27 28 29  STG|30 Spaghetti




Italian Heritage
Best Hidden Gems in Italy

By Sal Santapola l ‘\-

—

Santo Stefano di Sessanio is a very special medieval village, 4,100 Fi ™% Somiee]
feet above sea level. In the province of L'Aquila in the Abruzzo 3 ' Kemeel
region of southern Italy. Located in the mountains and the Gran
Sasso e Monti della Laga National Park, in the highest region of the
Apennines. This ancient hill fown sits adjacent to the high plain of
Campo Imperatore. About two hours east of Rome and 30 minutes
from the capital city of Abruzzo. it R

It was discovered by a Swedish-Italian multi-millionaire Daniele
Kihlgren as a virtually abandoned village which had not "suffered" from modern reno-
vations. Tt has now been beautifully restored and to visit is like stepping back in time-
dating back to the 11 century, with it's narrow alleys and stone houses.

Grand Duke Francesco de Medici of Tuscany purchased the land in 1569 and owned it until 1743. The Medici family was very
infulential in the architectural and the economics of the area.

With it's ancient buildings and about 100 residents has become an attraction for tourists thanks fo the movie "The American”
with George Clooney filmed on location in the surrounding areas. The movie highlights Italy's most beautiful landscape and
was chosen as a means of helping profile a stunning area That had suffered from the earthquake in 2009.

The destruction from the earthquake damaged and destroyed historic buildings, residences
and loss of lives. The symbol of Santo Stefano, the Medici tfower was reduced to rubble.

San Stefano experienced a rebirth thanks to various initiatives, investments, perseverance
starting in the year 2000. In October of 2021, the newly rebuilt Medici tower (actually built
in the 13th century) was revealed symbolizing the amazing spirit of the locals. The view from
the top is absolutely breathtaking..

The church of Saint Stephen the Martyr (for whom the town is named) is actually located just outside the village walls and
dates to the 12th century. It underwent a massive renovation in the mid-1700s after the
earthquake of 1703.

Within the town walls, you'll find the Medici chapel which dates to the 1700s. It was heavily
damaged in the 2009 earthquake and originally had a stone facade. The Medici palace is one
of the most striking buildings still standing in the village with its two ramparts and loggia
dating to the 15th century and Baroque period.

Just outside the town center and near the Santo Stefano lake, don't miss the chapel of the
Madonna del Lago, or Mary of the Lake which dates to the 1600s.

The area is famous for it's gourmet lentils, "lenticchie". The fown holds a festival on the first weekend in September of each
year, the "Sagra delle Lenticchie", celebrating this food. The lentils are typically served with crusty, toasted bread doused in
olive oil and sometimes potatoes or sausage. Lamb skewers (arrosticini) and sheep's milk cheeses are another delicacy of the
area, especially ricotta and aged pecorino.

You can experience one of the most remarkable “hotels” in the region, if not in all of cen-
tral and southern Italy. Known as a hotel diffuso in Italian, the Sextantio is approximately
25 homes that have been converted into lodgings located throughout the village. You will
find beautiful, simple décor, wrought iron keys, stone hearths, wool mattresses, locally
woven hand made linens, 17th-century wooden ceilings, and ancient fireplaces. All this is
combined with modern technology, including under-floor heating and remote-controlled
lighting. The restaurant serves a great range of local recipes, all made using fresh food
grown in the neighboring fields. These purely authentic rooms making for an experience you won't ever forget.

Stop by the tiny shops and enjoy some fine food in the local restaurants. If you are seeking a quiet, peaceful and romantic
area to visit then you need to plan some time in San Stefano de Sessanio.
For more information- https:/magazine.dooid.it/en/uncategorized/the-medieval-village-of-santo-stefano-di-sessanio-in-abruzzo/ Next up Little-Known Villages in Italy - Urbino
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Vice President Mark Rose suggested in August 2022 that the Board consider putting a flagpole outside the building.
With the Board’s approval he reached out to the Scout Troop 473 based at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church to do a ser-
vice project.

Funds were approved for the flagpole and an anonymous donation was given for the flags.
Nicholas Martin, of Scout Troop 473 took on the project so he could earn his Eagle Scout Award.
On Friday afternoon May 19, 2023, Nicholas and the members of the Scout Troop constructed the base of the flagpole.

On Saturday afternoon May 20, 2023 family members, and Italian American Club members watched the Flag Retirement
Ceremony (the flags are destroyed that are no longer fit to serve) performed by Scout Troup 473. Final presentation was done
by the Knights of Columbus St. John’s River Council 4th Degree in honor of the flags.

The American and Italian Flags were then raised on the flagpole later that day In addition, the Scout Troop constructed a picnic
table.
See the photos below
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Q ,.  Basic Italian Phrases

pﬂeGU Reference 101 Basic Italian Phrases for Travel to Practise Before Your Trip
W (untolditaly.com)

How to say numbers in Italian

°;>,°\

While you don’t need to be able to count to 100, a good grasp of numbers
up to 12 at least (for the hours of the day) will stand you in good stead. After all, you need numbers when
you 're at a restaurant — una pizza per favore! (a pizza please!)

+ One-Uno - Oo-noh

+ Two - Due - Doo-eh

+ Three —Tre - Treh

+ Four — Quattro — Kwah-troh
+ Five — Cinque — Cheen-kweh
+ Six— Sei - Say

+ Seven - Sette — Seht-tey

+ Eight — Otto — Oh-toh

+ Nine — Nove — Noh-veh

+ Ten - Dieci — Dee-EH-chee

L

*

Eleven — Undici - Oon—dee-chee

Twelve — Dodici — Doh-dee-chee

Thirteen - tredici -TREH-dee-chee)

Fourteen - quattordici - kwaht-TOR-dee-chee
Fifteen - quindici - KWEEN-dee-chee

Sixteen - sedici - SEH-dee-chee

Seventeen - diciassette - dee-chahs-SET-teh
Eighteen - diciotto - dee-CHOHT-toh
Nineteen - diciannove - dee-chahn-NOH-veh
Twenty - venti - VEN-tee

The numbers eleven through twenty are a bit longer, but you can see that parts of them will sound very similar
to the numbers 1-10 (undici, or "eleven,” for example, sounds a lot like uno plus dieci, or one plus ten).

Telling the time and days of the week

Here are the basics of telling time in Italian, plus days of the week and other useful sentences for making res-
ervations and plans. Italians generally use a 24 hour clock but also understand the 12 hour clock if you speci-

fy morning and afternoon.

+ Inthe morning — Di Mattina -
Dee mah-teen-ah

+ Inthe afternoon — Di pomeriggio —

Dee poh-meh-reed-joh

In the evening — Di Sera — Dee seh-rah
Noon — Mezzogiorno — Mehd-dzoh-johr-noh
At what time? — A che ora? — Ah kay oar-ah?
Nine o’clock in the morning — Le nove —
Le noh-vay

Eight o'clock in the evening —

Le otto di sera/ — Le of-fo dee seh-rah

* & & o

*

Monday — Lunedi — Loo-neh-dee

Tuesday — Martedi — Mahr-teh-dee
Wednesday — Mercoledi — Mehr-koh-leh-dee
Thursday — Giovedi — Joh-veh-dee

Friday — Venerdi — Veh-nehr-dee

Saturday — Sabato — Sah-bah-toh

Sunday — Domenica — Doh-meh-nee-kah
Today — Oggi — Ohd-jee

Yesterday — leri — Yeh-ree

Tomorrow — Domani — Doh-mah-nee

® & 6 & O 6 o O o o

Next month’s issue of the Newsletter we will discuss useful phrases at restaurants .
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SUPPORT OUR FUND RAISER EARMARKIED FOR
NEW AIR CONDITONER

$1,500

In Cash Prizes
ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB MEMBERS & GUESTS

REVERSE RAFFLE

ONLY 100 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD - DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN!

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2023 5PM TO 9PM

2838 Westberry Road, Jacksonville, FL 32223
Dolces Italian Restaurant to cater Lasagna Dinner
begins at 5:30pm
$50 Donation per Ticket
Our Goal is to generate over $3,500 earmarked for
the club’s new Air Conditioner
GRAND PRIZE $1,000
10 CASH PRIZES - $25 - $100 PLUS 10 GIFT CARDS

You have 1 out of 4 chances to win!!!

Sponsor a Table SOLD 90 TICKETS

Receive - ONLY 10 TICKETS LEFT—DON'’T MISS OUT!
. 8 Reverse Draw tickets

Reservations can be made at our at
» 8 Heads & Tails General Meetings. Pay by check or
. Table Sign credit card or Contact the Club

rsvp@iacofjacksonville.com
You can mail in reservations with
check to IAC P.O. Box 600725 St
Donation $550 Johns, Fl 22260

. Recognition at the event

« Name in the Newsletter

Note - If we don’t sell 100 tickets we will adjust the Cash Payouts.
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REVERSE DRAW OR REVERSE RAFFLE

What is Reverse Draw or Reverse Raffle?

A limited number of tickets (suggest one hundred) sold for a predetermined price (suggest
$50). A member of the club can invite guests who can also purchase tickets. We can sell
tickets, but you do not have to be present to win!

How does it work?
One hundred tickets at $50 will generate $5,000. Goal is to give the club $3,500 minus ex-
penses and give the balance of the money away.

Prizes are: six tickets drawn at $50 each ($300), one ticket drawn at $100 each ($100) and
four tickets at $25 ($100). Final prize is $1000. Total prizes in cash are twelve. If the final
four split the $1000 than the total cash prizes given away is fifteen.

Upon entering the event, people will draw their number. All one hundred numbers are drawn
at random when the game begins.

Numbers are drawn at random. The people with the last four numbers drawn June split the
$1,000 GRAND PRIZE or continue to draw numbers until there is one winner. Each round
they will have a maximum of 2 minutes for discussion and if any ONE person wants to con-
tinue, the raffle will go on. If there is an agreement to stop, the GRAND PRIZE will be split.
If one of the final numbers is a person not present but purchased a number, that number will
have no input as to what the next step is.

In addition if you did not win a cash prize, you will have a chance to win a gift certificate.

HEADS & TAILS GAME/PAY OUT IS 50% OF TOTAL MONEY

"1 Purchase Beaded Necklace—Maximum 3 for $5.00 each.
I Place Necklace over your head

"I Place your hands on your head or butt

"1 Coin 1s flip showing heads or tails

1 If your hands are on your head and the coin 1s heads, you stay in the game

1 If Your hands are on your butt and the coin is tails, you stay in the game

1 If your hands are on your head and the coin says tails, you are out of the game

I If your hands are on your tail and the coin says heads, you are out of the game

1 If you purchased more than one Necklace and lost the round, you give up that Necklace
"I The game moves on until there is one person left and that would be the winner!
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On Saturday May 27, 2023, Our Italian American Club members and guests

Tele lot i
TR

JiGiseo= 1 attended the performance of Jersey Boys at the Alhambra Theatre. We sold

= A€

Bu—‘/ i
iy food (excellent menu), service and the show were outstanding. This the sec-

56 tickets and most attended and enjoyed the afternoon performance. The

ond year we had outstanding attendance and everyone had a wonderful time.

Jersey Boys PG-13

5/27/2023 12:00 PM - TABLE: B20 - SEAT. C
Italian American Club

ADMIT ONE

12000 Beach Bivd Jacksonyille Fl 32246 Phone: 904-641-1212

e r=w
St badi=

FIRST COURSE
O

Choice of One

Soup
talian Wedding

Mixed Fields Greens
with Tomatoes, Cuc ber, Red Onion Croutons and Blue
Cheese Dressing

SE! URSE
ne

Chicken Parmesan
with Penne Primavera and Marinara Sauce (baked Chicken
vailable for “GF*)

alian Meat Loaf
with Tomato Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, and italian Green Beans

Cod Casino

with Creamy Spring Pea Risotto

Eggplant Parmesan
with Pasta Primavera

T

Chocolate Amaretto Cake
Blueberry Pie

Gluten-free and sugar-free desserts available upon request,

Photos by Terri Fitzgerald



gmmie
Typewritten Text
Page 9


Volume 28
Issue 272

Italian American Club of Jacksonville
PO Box 600725
Jacksonville, FL 32260
904-586-2700

www.iacofjacksonville.com

Club Social
Monday, June 5 @ 1:00 PM

Board Meeting
Wednesday, June 7 @ 6:30PM

General Meeting
Sunday, June Il @ 1:00 PM

Spaghetti to Go
Friday, June 30 @ 5:00 PM
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