Hiwmhw mmhrr

By TERRI SANGINITI
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WILMINGTON — Dela-
ware's attorney general
Wednesday charged the
owners of Riverview
Cemetery with consumer
fraud and asked a
Chancery Court judge to
place the neglected ceme-

.i Wilmington’s Riverview accused
of consumer fraud, shoddy upkeep

tery inreceivership.

The civil action results
from an investigation of
dozens of consumer com-
plaints about the condition
of graves and the
ment of the 128-year-old
gmﬂlery at 3300 N. Market

“The complaint seeks an
injunctich preventing the
nonprofit owners from con-

tinuing to operate the
cemetery in a shoddy man-
net. and from selling grave
sites and burial services in
a fravdulent manner.

The owners are identj-
fied as the Independem
Order of Odd Fellows
Lodges Mo, Land No. 34, the
parent Odd Fellows Grand
Lodge of Delaware, and the
Knights of Pythias Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania,

The state complaint
asks the court to reguire
restitution to defraunded
customers, a full account-

- Cemetery owners charged

ing of records andeexien-
sive efforts to locate mis-
placed graves.

The complaint charges
that cemetery records were
so pootly maintained that
the-Z-vear-old grave of a 57-
year-old Wilmington man,
Melvin Allen, cannot be lo-

" cated

Allen’s grave remains
lost among 36,000 graves in
the cemetery'’s 87 acres.

The court could require
the owners to hire a com-
pany that uses radar and

See CEMETERY — AB

Cemetery: Finding missing grave top priority
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three-dimensional imaging o
try 1o locate Allen's grave,
Deputy Atterney General (lha
Rybacoll snid.

 Wihile asking that the court
appoint a reeeiver 1o supery ise
cemetery operations. the com-
plaints also ssk the court to
order the Odd Fellows Grand

“When these complaints
are-considered colleetively,-

B Carelessly and rockiessly
conducted burials and failed to
maintain adequate books and
records.

® Failed to maintain the pdy

this situation is di:plnmhi&" cemétery grounds. The ceme.
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over the cemetery’s operation
and assume all of s obliga-
lions.

The Grand Lodge was re-
sponsible for the mismanage
ment of the cemetery for the
pest five vears by its two subor
E:mw lodges, the complaint al-

gied.

RybacdT =aid ghe hopod-the
Grand Lodge would step in and
do the right thing

“The key is 1o get this come
tery back to where it should be,”
Rybacofl said

Walt Mateja, the cemetery’s
executive director. said Wednes-
day he had not seen the 20-page
complaint and would net com
ment.

"l assume they will send o to
the lodge. and they will have 1o
get legal counsel and go from
there,” Mateja sajd.

Richard L. Boates, deputy
supreme chancellor of the
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of the legal action. would involve bury Iy 8} lmred
The complaint covered ceme- agrave am&u:-r

tery operations since 1996,
The state was prevented from
including prior problems be-

cause of thestatute of limita: - ce

tions under the state’s Con
sumer Fraud and Uniform
Decéptive Trade-Practices acts.

The complaint alleges the
OWRETS:

B Failed 10 honor obliga-
thons Lo customers 1o maintain a
trust fumd that would generste
imterest income sufficient to
maintain graves and markers.
The cemetery’s porp-etual care
fund has been de accord.
ing to court Z

B Continued to sell grave
sites with promises of perpetual
care while knowing the depleted
Eun:d would make that impossi-

b,
B Faled to provide adequale,
security o préevent vandalism,
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Mawam Altmmy General
Jant Brady said the state re-

ceived 45 complaints from fami-
lies with loved ones buried in
Riverview Cemetery,

“When these complaints are
considered collectively, this sit.
ation is deplorable,” Brady said,
“Some families have been un-

- able to appropriately mourn

their relatives, and all.of the
families deserve and were prom:
-ised a well-maintained resting
place for their loved ones”™

Rybacoff said finding Allen's
grave is a priority

Mateja, tmmury'smu
tive director, said, last year that
he doubted Allen’s grave would ®
ever be found,

Cemetery operators un-
eartheg 12 graves last with-
out the permission of relatives

Ir| un unsun:cess.ful attempt 1o
d Allen's caske

s-'el1dmemuﬂmuﬂ- taken.

re hiring a compan lhf'.ll
radar equipment to

burled objects,

 “Through the preliminary
injunction, that’s something we
uldg asl: I‘un Rybacoll

silllal‘-ﬂn ﬁur the man' s w“
Allen’s widow, Jackie Allen,

sald she was pleased that some
legal steps I‘lml1y were being

=I have my fingers crns.wd
and hope for the best,” said
Allen, who was supposed to be
buried with her husband when
she died, 1 don’t want to die and

have no place to go. At least if
m (=111

Melvin Allen's marker has
remained againsta tree

across from the eemetery's of
fice for two years while cemg

“tery officials tried to find ki,

v
A cemetery worker failed 1o
note the grave site for family
and cemetery records.
The state’s complaint als,
asks the court (o bevy fines and

assess court courts againeg (he
TETIETE.
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