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PLANNING A CHRISTIAN WEDDING

AT

GRACE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

(ELCA)

AUSTIN, MINNESOTA

(507)433-3445
GRACE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)

WEDDING GUIDELINES

God bless you as you plan your wedding day and begin your life as husband and wife.  We hope your wedding is a special, memorable and holy occasion.  The following guidelines are provided for your help, information and instruction as you make arrangements for your wedding day.

Only those couples who want to have a Christian wedding should plan on being married at Grace.  These guidelines are provided to help you plan for a Christian service, not a secular ceremony.  Those who want to be married in a Christian setting will gladly follow  these guidelines.  Those who do not should consider the option of being married in a civil ceremony with a secular officiant.

****************************************************************************************************
Items marked with an asterisk (*) are taken right out of (or very nearly so) the Lutheran Book of Worship, Minister’s Desk Edition.

1.
*Those who plan to be married will discuss with the pastor the nature of marriage and the form of the Liturgy, as well as confirm the date and the time of the wedding. They will also be expected to participate in a pre-marriage workshop or the Pastor’s own pre-marriage counseling program. This can also be done at a church out of town with another pastor by those who live else where. 
2.
 The Pastor and the couple will discuss the congregation’s guidelines (this document) regarding the wedding, will look at different procedures, practices, and Liturgies. Set the exact times for the wedding, the rehearsal, and at least two to three (and perhaps more) pre-marital counseling sessions. Music and an organist will also be discussed.  The pre-marital questionnaire will be filled out in order to be sent in the next day.
3.
Every wedding at which a pastor of Grace presides will normally be inside the church at the regular place for worship, or, should there be an invitation to do so, and the Church Council approves, the pastor may take a leadership role in a wedding held outside the church, such as an outdoor wedding, or in another church.

4.
*The service is designed to present a variety of options. By choosing from among them, the bride, the groom, and the Pastor may create an appropriate service of worship and praise fitting the particular occasion.*  The Liturgy in the Lutheran Book of Worship is suggested, but other wedding rites, approved by the Pastor, can also be used.

5.
*An announcement of weddings may be published in bulletins or other congregational papers (e.g. newsletter).  An appropriate form is “(Name) and (Name) have announced their intention to marry on (Date), and ask for your prayers.”  A fuller form of the Banns may also be used. The Pastor will direct this.

6.
*A Marriage Service may not be celebrated during Holy Week (Palm Sunday weekend to Easter) because of the solemn nature of that time. *The Pastor of Grace may not take part in any Marriage Service held elsewhere during the same time period.

7. *The presiding minister will be an ordained pastor of Grace.

8. *Assisting ministers may be members of the family or friends of the bride and groom or members of the wedding party assuming they are baptized Christians and members of a congregation.

9.  *The service, as printed in the hymnal, is for use by itself.  It may, however, be placed in the context of the Holy Communion. *The Eucharist may be celebrated at the service, provided the following qualifications are met:

a.
Should the couple choose to have Communion, they should both be active members of a Christian Church, and both believe in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the bread and wine, giving us his body and blood. Since Holy Communion is a demonstration of unity, it would be a shame if one member of the bridal couple participated and the other didn’t.

b.
*When Holy Communion is celebrated, it must be open to the congregation and not limited to the bride and groom or the wedding party. If circumstances prevent including the congregation; the marriage service should be used alone.

c.
Should the couple choose to celebrate Holy Communion, it will be strongly recommended to them that they provide the best bread and the best wine for the occasion.

d.
*Except during the marriage itself, the wedding party may occupy the front pews, and simply take part in the worship as members of the congregation.

11.
PARTICIPANTS: The order for Marriage in the Lutheran Book of Worship said it very well: “Due reverence will be maintained in the preparation for, and the celebration of, the marriage”. 

12.  DECORATIONS: All of the chancel furnishings and vestments are dedicated items and are not to be removed or covered in any way. If you plan on setting up before the day of the wedding, arrangements must be made with the church office and the custodian in order that there are no conflicts with church schedule.  Other items to consider:
*Only appropriate objects or vessels may be placed in the chancel and nave of the sanctuary.  You must discuss any plans for decorations with the pastor aat least one week prior to your wedding.

*Floral arrangements will not be placed on the altar, or in front of the railing.    

 Flower stands and candelabra are available. 
13.
At no time are suggestive or tasteless signs, slogans, etc., permitted in or on the building or on the cars of visitors, guests, or members of the bridal party. Failure to observe this rule will result in delay of the wedding service until such signs or slogans are removed.

14.
FLOWERS: Flowers, palms, etc. may be secured from local florist. It is suggested, that smaller, simpler floral arrangements are not only less expensive, they are more effective. No nails or tacks may be used in the church to fasten any decorations. Should you desire an aisle runner, please obtain one from the florist.

15.
PHOTOGRAPHS: Pictures requiring a flash may not be taken during the actual wedding service. After the service, any and all portions of the Liturgy may be re-enacted or posed for the purpose of taking as many pictures as desired. Another  common practice is taking the photographs before the service, arriving earlier for this purpose. It will be very helpful if the bridal couple explains the above guidelines to their photographer in advance of the wedding. Video equipment is restricted to a stationary tripod.

16. BUBBLES are allowed—only outdoors.  Nothing else may be used (e.g. rice, confetti, balloons, or birdseed, etc.) 
17.
MUSIC: The important point to remember for music is if the music you are choosing would be appropriate for a regular church worship service on Sunday moming. If not, it’s probably not appropriate for a wedding either. The selection of music proper to the occasion, including the singing of congregational hymns, will be worked out between the wedding couple, the organist, and the Pastor. The Pastor will have the final decision regarding the use of any and all music.

18.
ORGANIST: (First right of refusal.) The normal procedure is the congregation’s organist(s) to play for all weddings. Permission for another organist to play can be secured from the Pastor. Couple is responsible for organist stipend.
19.
VOCALISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS: If desired the wedding couple can select their own soloist. It will be the responsibility of the bridal couple to provide adequate copies of music for both organist and soloist.

20. SERVERS: If desired, the wedding couple can select their own acolytes, assisting   minister, lesson readers, or servers.
21.
REHEARSALS: Everyone taking part in the wedding service is expected to be present and on time at the rehearsal. Parents of the bridal couple should also be present. Normally the Pastor will conduct the rehearsal. It is not absolutely necessary that the organist be present. The wedding license must be brought to the Church Office no later than the Wednesday before the wedding. 
22. RECEPTION: The Church Women of Grace should be contacted if they are to assist in any reception held at the church. All arrangements and costs will be worked out between the wedding party and WELCA. Even if the services of WELCA are not required, they must still be notified (no why).
23. Other items to consider:


    *Purchase and printing of Wedding Programs are the responsibility of the Bride and 

        Groom
       *Seating in Church: 300 people comfortably
       *Maximum numbers at reception in Fellowship Hall at Grace Church is about 200       

         people
     *Please arrange for a time for your flowers to be delivered to the church.
      Custodian must be contacted to make sure that the building will be unlocked when 
      your flowers arrive.

     *No alcohol or tobacco products are allowed on the church property.
      Members of the wedding party are to be sober and attentive at both the rehearsal 
      and wedding service.        
     *No cans, streamers, foam, soap, etc., will be left on the premises after the wedding.
      A $100.00 fee will be charged if such debris and litter is left on the premises. 

      *The Bride and Groom are responsible for making sure that everything belonging to 

       you or your wedding party is removed from the building, and that the church looks 

       ready for Sunday morning services before you leave for the reception.

"Therefore I have taught that we should not despise or disdain marriage, as the blind world and the false clergy do, but view it in light of God's Word, by which it is adorned and sanctified. Marriage is not an estate to be placed on level with others; it precedes and surpasses them all whether those of emperor, princes, bishops or anyone else. Remember that it is not only an honorable estate, but also a necessary one, and it is solemnly commanded by God.  For marital chastity it is above all things essential that husband and wife live together in love and harmony, cherishing each other wholeheartedly with perfect fidelity."

                                                                    --Martin Luther, The Large Catechism, 15
FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Church Use (waived for members)……....…..………………..……$300.00

Organist Fee….…………………..………………………….………$ 100.00

Custodian (with use of Social Hall)…..……………………………..$ 65.00

Custodian (non-members)………………………………………….$ 100.00

Custodian (without use of Social Hall)…….…..……….………...…$ 40.00

Grace Women of the ELCA….......(depends on what services are needed)

Suggested honorarium for Pastor…………..………………..……$ 100.00

Fourteen Candles Total in Two Candelabras—Rental Fee………..$30.00
Prepare/Enrich counseling…………………..……………………....$ 35.00

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

If paying by check, then please make separate payments as follows:

Church usage; candles……..……………………..Grace Lutheran Church

Organists…..…………………………………………..……Linda Anderson
Custodian…………..…………………………………..……….Dallas Apold

Reception…………...…………….…………….Grace Women of the ELCA

Counseling……………...………………...……………..Prepare/Enrich Inc.

Pastor……………………………………………….....Rev. Jeffrey S. Forbes

