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Grant helps restore crumbling cemetery markers

he tiny grave of 7-month-old Elsie More-
land, who died Nov. 27, 1878, was marked
with a “baby crib” of marble.

Sculpted sides extended from a small head-
stone, tapering to a footstone. A marble hase left
open a bit of dirt to hold her mourners' flowers.

But time - and perhaps vandals - pulled apart
her centuries-old tribute, exposing joining rods,
its every piece akilter. A decoration that once
DELAWARE  Satatop her footstone was gone, just the stub of

But the baby’s grave marker is AMONE SCOTes
ing project at River-
ton, thanks to a little-

Riverview: Hundreds of stones need repalr
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legislation, sponsored by
Sen. Margaret Rose Hen-
ry, also starting ceme-
tery registration and
adding 32 to the costof &
death certificate for the
fund

In 2010, the Friends of
Historic Rlvewleém Cemn-
etery got a grant for
equipment, said group

resident Lee Anderson.

hat paid for a riding
mower and mulcher,
making maintenance
easier at the 42-acre
cemetery on both sides
of the 3300 block of N.
hlé?arjhﬁt St. = opened in

Early this year, the
fund approved a second
?ram awarding $10,000

or its Dﬂﬂpﬂﬁﬂd mnu-
ment I'EW.II ject,
working with John 'l.g.
Pautey emorials o
Wilmington and the Abba

@deluwareonﬁne

See additional photos of
cermetery repains

]'-'Iinumm Co, of New-
ark.

Tedd Cocker, ceme-
tery friends vice presi-
dent, picked a variety of
stones for repair in
grant.

One gravestone was in
pieces and stained, while
another just fell face
down as its grave caved
in. Another was vandal-
ized, its angled center
cube pushed off its base,

“We're hoping to do
about 60," Cocker said,
walking to a stone being
repaired at the cemetery
last week, adding, “We've
done 18 =0 far and that's
cost 83,006,

John G, Pauley and
Tedd Kusters hoisted a

HOW TO HELP

= Tha nonprofit Friends of Historic Rivendew Cemetery,

located at 3300 N. Market 5t in Wilmington, seek volun-
teers from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday to plant bulbs in the
cemetery’s baby section and do other landscaping waork,
Voluntesers ane asked to use the cemetery’s chapelioffice

entrance on Market Street.

= Lizarn more about Rivendiew Cemetery, including its rich
history, volunteer opportunities, needed donations and
burlal infermation, at wiww. fiverviswoem.com or contact
the Friends of Historle Riverview Cemetery at TE2-4705 or
Be 2173, Wilmington, DE 15899,

long-downed gravestone,

using a thick rope slung

arwnd its middle and a
topped with a

Y.
They lowered the

stone with its notched
bottom fitting an opening
in the base, then lifted it
= to add epoxy - and low-
ered it back into place,
Clhtchng that it was lev-

Cocker pointed to

Mary J.K. Stone's 1892
gravestone, “This was in
about eight pieces," he
said. If it broke again, the
marble would go before
its epoxy joints, which
are stronger.

Watching Pauley and
Kusters reassemble the
base of another stone, he
said, “We're very happy
with the results and wish
we could do more, but it's
all a matter of money,”

Ted Kuﬂmulﬂbhahhﬁummh InHmrt{suming]
and John G. Pauley of John W. Pauley Cemetery Memorials

in Wilmington lower an old gravestone back onto its base,
from which it fell years ago at Riverview Cemetery in
Wilmington. ROBERT CRAIGTHE NEWS JOUSNAL

Hundreds of markers
still need repair - and
some can't be I'ull;|.I fixed.

Baby Elsie's crib-
stone was re-assembled,
but her footstone still has
o ornament.

“We don't know what
it was," Cocker said. "A

baby lamb, a flower, an
angel... It could have
been anything.”

Dio yoou harve a Dilavie's Backitory?
Tarll rdesrs b 4t A4-2656,

1 eyreribdalravaneon e com or The
Newa dowrnal, Bon 15505, Wilming-
ton, DE 15E50,



