[image: C:\Users\sue\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\WP_000049.jpg][image: ][image: C:\Users\sue\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\WP_000046.jpg][image: C:\Users\sue\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\WP_000051.jpg]You may have noticed the flag pole, but thanks to John and Roger being on the roof we  have some up-to-date up-close photographs. Shown with Paul (Lambert Walker) our new pole is ready for use. We can see below the structure peeping through the new roof and below again just how the pole is fixed and bolted into position. We also have a new door to the roof.  Our funding has unfortunately not allowed us  to put in a viewing platform and safety rail – something to work for in the future when we improve access and lighting up the spiral staircase.  
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         Securing the future for the next 100 years
News from St Mary’s
[incorporating Building News No 32]      24th February 2013

St Mary’s will reopen on Sunday,  3rd March and although there is still work to be done we are sure you will be impressed with what has been done so far.  
[image: ][image: ]We have actually authorised some additional work to be done and will be decorating the whole of the south aisle.  The work on the chapel will commence shortly and the new chairs and cushions (for the Chancel pews) ordered. We are getting there – ready for a new beginning – a fresh start!  The last of the pews are being sold off and removed. The “church office” furniture will be delivered shortly  (a gift from Canon Alan Bell before leaving to start his retirement in Norfolk).  We will be sorting out some additional storage cupboards and having  a general sort-out. But… it all starts with a general clean-up  as the interior crew start to pack-up and move off-site.

[image: ][image: ]The glass has arrived for the toilet windows and has been expertly fitted, as have the electric hand-dryers in the Ladies and Gents loos. The last of the plastering and decorating have also been  completed in those areas.  We just need to check the fixtures and fittings and ensure that everything is just as it should be before the official hand-over now anticpated to be on the 15th   March.  There will no doubt be a few teething problems but nothing that we can’t sort out.
[image: ]	Project Director Canon John Briggs has taken a break from the endless mountain of paperwork and grant application forms to climb the ladders (whilst the scaffolding is in place) to see for himself exterior works on the tower.  The scaffolding is slowing coming down – the majority of it will be down this coming week. Date to be confirmed for return of the clock face.
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[image: ]Site meeti	Site meetings  have continued to be held in St Mary’s and with no heating on it has been a bit on the cold side at times! We have two groups meeting at present – for Phase 5 & Interior                                      .
and for the Churchyard arch.
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[image: ]	Photos taken by Roger otherwise he would be sat at the table!
Next on the list for funding – will be the conservation and repair of the Rector’s Vestry, Choir Vestry and Oratory. We hope to be able to undertake this project during 2013/14 and are  presently applying for grant aid. The roof coverings are in a very poor state and requires complete renewal to prevent further damage or  loss of the irreplaceable ancient interior.  Again there is a lot of work to do, another exciting chapter to the life of St Mary’s. Raymond Richards in his book on the historic churches of Cheshire, says he believes the Oratory may be the final remaining link with the building on this site in 1190 AD.
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