D
~/ v

|
\
3
>-E
@ Y'Vy.
’
SRED

\ | HURCH OF f' el

.*Kd‘ .

First Trinity Church Of God In Christ “CELEBRATING THE PAST WHILE MOVING
800 South Catalpa Street FORWARD WITH THE GRACE OF GOD”

Pine Bluff, AR 71603 T ; : :
: ﬁrsttrinit_ycogic.com Philippians 3:14, Isaiah 43:18-19

g =

Sunday, February 28, 2021 - 9:00 am.

(IN-PERSON OR ONLINE)
CDC GUIDELINES WILL BE FOLLOWED

BISHOP MICHAEL JONES
ARKANSAS THIRD JURISDICTION PRELATE

ELDER AARON WITHERS, PASTOR



February 28, 2021
.THE OFFICE OF PASTOR AARON WITHERS

Ifirgt TWrinity Church Of God In Christ

800 South Catalpa Street, Pine Bluff, AR 71603 *Website:www.firsttrinitycogic.com
Phone Number: 870-534-2873 ¢

Greetings in the matchless name of Jesus Christ.

We are tremendously grateful to share in our 52nd Annual Homecoming Celebration. First Trinity is renowned
and respected throughout the country and around the world for its domestic and global impact. Countless souls
have been transformed for the better, because of our commitment to bringing the Kingdom to our community.

First Trinity is a beacon of hope and continues to stand amidst turbulent times. We are currently in a Global
Pandemic and we have been challenged to conceptualize church in a different way. We are adapting to new
norms, new leadership, and new ideas. This is a pivotal point in the life of our ministry and the focus should
remain Christ-centered. We should have a goal in mind and be determined to reach forward.

Like Paul stated in Philippians 3:12-14:

“Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend
that for which also, I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

In 2021, we launched our “First Trinity Forward” initiative. The objective is Faith, Focus, and Fellowship. Our
faith should increase and go upwardly, because we look to Jesus the author and the finisher of our faith. We
should focus inwardly and examine our devotion to God. Lastly, we should fellowship outwardly, enriching
and empowering those around us.

Indeed, the foundation at First Trinity is sure and its heritage and legacy is rich and long lasting. We must
continue to build upon this strong foundation. With the help of God and the continued support of our
membership, we will embrace the past and evolve into the future with forward momentum.

Honored to Serve,

Pastor Aaron Withers
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“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no

hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say

unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are

asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the

dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord

in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”
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The history of First Trinity Church Of God In Christ is almost as old as the Church Of
God In Christ itself. It was revealed that the church had its beginning in 1910. This was
three years after Bishop Mason had received the Holy Ghost at the Azusa Street Revival
in Los Angeles, California. The first known meeting place was on Sixth and Maple
Streets in Pine Bluff, Jefferson County, Arkansas. At that time, the church was called, “the Sanctified
Church.” In 1911, when Bishop C.H. Mason and the congregation moved from that location, they church
moved on Fourth Street in a tent and from there to a house. In 1913, the Matthew family who were parents to
the late Mother Mary Z. Sanders, grandmother to the late Mother Alphia Wilkerson donated the land on
Catalpa Street so the congregation could build a sanctuary. The church was built on 700 South Catalpa Street
in Pine Bluff just adjacent to the current location. Once the church was built, it was known as “The Mother
Church” and often referred to as the “Tongue-Lane Church”. There are reports that Bishop D.J. Young who
was a travelling companion with Bishop Mason was also co-pastor. The chronological order of pastors are:

1911-1913 Bishop C.H. Mason, Bishop C.P. Jones
1913-1915 Elder R.E. Harding
1915-1921 Elder G.R. Washington
1921-1926 Elder J. Boer
1926-1932 Elder W.M. Rogers
1932-1957 Bishop W.H. Kendrick
1957-2019 Saint DeWitt Hill
2020-Present Elder Aaron Withers

During the pastorage of Bishop W.H. Kendrick, the church was rebuilt and the name was changed to
“Trinity Temple Church Of God In Christ”.

In 1957, Elder DeWitt Hill became pastor and continues to serve to the present date. To the structure built by
Bishop Kendrick was added an educational wing, kitchen, modern facilities, restrooms and drinking
fountains. In 1968, the structure was destroyed by fire and fifty percent loss to the educational wing.

In 1968, the church bought an acre of land adjacent to the present property and built the beautiful and
spacious edifice which was dedicated in 1969. The property purchased included a six-room house which was
moved to the rear of the church and renovated for classrooms. The educational wing, which was damaged by
fire was renovated for classroom facilities also. The church added approximately one block in concrete
parking facility to the church property.

During the 1975 Homecoming, Trinity Temple was renamed “First Trinity”. Saint DeWitt Hill pastored
Greater Trinity Church Of God In Christ in Little Rock, Arkansas and recommended changing the name to
First Trinity because Greater Trinity was located in the Greater Little Rock community.

April 15, 2019, Saint DeWitt Hill was transitioned from mortal to immortality and Superintendent Jerry
Williams was assigned as the pastor Designate. In January, 2020, Bishop Jewel Withers appointed Elder
Aaron Withers as the pastor of First Trinity.

The church has a multi-purpose center on the corner of Sixth and Catalpa, 16 Unit housing center for seniors,
a office complex in the heart of downtown Pine Bluff (The Hill Minority Business Center), state of the art
video cameras and surveillance system, broadcasting around the world through social media, World Wide
Web, weekly Webcast. The church provided the basis for Greater Trinity Church Of God In Christ in Little
Rock, Arkansas, The church sponsored the bond to build Nineveh Temple Church Of God In Christ in
Forrest City, Arkansas. First Trinity has built churches and schools in Haiti, Bahamas, Jamaica, Philippines
and support teachers’ salaries monthly. The church supports orphanages and clinics in Haiti and support the
Jurisdictional Headquarters (Vision 2000).

Distiap  Hltctael A. SJones

ishop Michael Jones is a pastor, husband, father,
community advocate for the disadvantaged, and the
prelate of the Arkansas Third Jurisdiction. He
obtained his Bachelor of Science in Accounting from
the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. Bishop Jones went on to
obtain his Master of Business Administration with an emphasis in
Human Resource Management from Delta University. As an Economic
Development Specialist for the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff Minority Business
Development Center, he helped develop business plans and secure financing for minority
clients. After returning to the University as the first Transfer Coordinator, he organized a
UAPB admission path for declined students through the Associates to Bachelors (A2B)
Program. As a Community Development Specialist with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, he used
the travel abroad opportunities to Africa and Austria to organize the MidSouth Delta Youth
Initiative involving over 300 students from Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana developing
and implementing youth community development projects.

Since 1997, Bishop Jones has serve as pastor of the Revival Center Church Of God In Christ in
Monticello, Arkansas. Under his leadership, Revival Center has implemented programs to
touch the heart of the Monticello community. Programs include: The Back to School
Extravaganza which provide free school supplies and equipment to area youth and encourage
academic excellence. Camp BeNae, an eight-week summer program, promoted healthy self-
esteem and social interactions while equipping students with additional skills to make better
decisions, manage stress, and develop self-respect. The Feed America program serves
approximately 350 families a month through the Revival Center food pantry.

Bishop Jones faithfully served as Superintendent of the Monticello District, First
Administrative Assistant under the leadership of the late Bishop Joe Baylor Mason, and
Executive Secretary for the Church of God in Christ International Auxiliaries in Ministry. He
is married to his loving, supportive, and dedicated wife, Evangelist Missionary Tira Jones.
They have three beautiful children: Michael II, Mi’Kira “Alex”, and Morgan.



This is My Mission

(Sung to the tune of “Blessed Assurance”)

Blessed with His goodness, blessed with His love,
Blessed with His showers, that come from above;
Blessed with His sunshine, blessed with His air,
I’ll go on helping everywhere.

God give the courage, faith leads the way,
Onward we travel, happy and gay:;
Thinking of others, willing to share,
Taking God’s message everywhere.

Re-mem-bering others whenever I pray,
Looking to Jesus, He is the way;
Onward I travel, He’s by my side,
I’ll never falter, He is my guide.

This is my mission, this is my prayer,
Helping the needy everywhere;,
This is my mission, this is my prayer,
Helping the needy everywhere.

Sister Kimberly Cole, Presiding
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Prelate, Arkansas Third Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction
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