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Aim:	
  How	
  do	
  we	
  understand	
  what	
  is	
  
being	
  asked	
  of	
  us	
  on	
  an	
  essay?	
  	
  

What	
  Wri+ng	
  Form?	
  
One	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  stumbling	
  blocks	
  of	
  wri+ng	
  prompt	
  [task]	
  interpreta+on	
  [explain	
  the	
  
meaning]	
  	
  is	
  figuring	
  out	
  what	
  form	
  of	
  wri+ng	
  is	
  required.	
  

For	
  example,	
  is	
  it	
  an	
  expository,	
  narra+ve,	
  or	
  persuasive	
  prompt?	
  	
  

Some+mes	
  prompts	
  clearly	
  specify	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  wri+ng	
  to	
  be	
  used,	
  or	
  give	
  strong	
  hints	
  
with	
  words	
  like	
  “persuade”	
  for	
  the	
  persuasive	
  wri+ng	
  form.	
  	
  

But	
  oJen	
  on	
  tests,	
  the	
  task	
  of	
  deciphering	
  [understanding]	
  which	
  form	
  of	
  wri+ng	
  to	
  use	
  
is	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  challenge.	
  

	
  The	
  trick	
  is	
  to	
  recognize	
  the	
  clues	
  given	
  in	
  the	
  prompt.	
  
Here	
  are	
  some	
  key	
  words	
  to	
  look	
  for:	
  

-­‐Iden+fy	
  &	
  Define	
  discuss,	
  explain,	
  evaluate,	
  analyze.	
  
-­‐Discuss	
  the	
  idenCfiers	
  and	
  task	
  on	
  an	
  essay	
  quesCon	
  

sheet.	
  
-­‐Explain	
  how	
  to	
  break	
  down	
  the	
  task	
  informaCon	
  of	
  an	
  

essay.	
  

Type	
  of	
  Essay	
  or	
  quesCon	
   WriCng	
  prompt	
  key	
  words:	
  

	
   	
  Expository	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  Explain,	
  define,	
  classify,	
  analyze,	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  compare/contrast,	
  cause/effect	
  

	
   	
  NarraCve 	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  Describe,	
  tell	
  about	
  or	
  relate	
  an	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  experience.	
  

	
   	
  Persuasive	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  Convince,	
  give	
  your	
  opinion,	
  choose	
  a	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  point	
  of	
  view,	
  what	
  is	
  your	
  posiCon	
  on	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  this	
  issue,	
  argue	
  for	
  or	
  against	
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Understanding	
  the	
  prompt!	
  

1-­‐	
  What	
  form	
  of	
  wriCng	
  it	
  the	
  prompt	
  asking	
  for?	
  
2-­‐	
  What	
  ideas	
  or	
  arguments	
  will	
  the	
  reader	
  
(teacher)	
  expect	
  you	
  to	
  suggest?	
  	
  Would	
  these	
  
points	
  be	
  good	
  paragraph	
  topics?	
  

3-­‐	
  What	
  does	
  the	
  prompt	
  expect	
  you	
  to	
  do?	
  
4-­‐	
  How	
  does	
  the	
  audience	
  (teacher)	
  affect	
  your	
  
wriCng	
  choices?	
  

5-­‐	
  Write	
  a	
  quick,	
  one-­‐sentence	
  answer	
  to	
  each	
  
quesCon	
  asked	
  in	
  the	
  prompt.	
  	
  Use	
  these	
  answers	
  
to	
  develop	
  your	
  outline	
  and	
  thesis!	
  

I-­‐	
  How	
  will	
  I	
  understand	
  what	
  is	
  being	
  
asked? 	
  	
  

•  A.	
  Locate	
  the	
  essenCal	
  quesCon;	
  if	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  
quesCon	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  quesCon	
  
out	
  of	
  the	
  informaCon	
  you	
  are	
  being	
  given.	
  

1.  Determine	
  what	
  is	
  being	
  asked	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  figure	
  out	
  or	
  
do.	
  One	
  of	
  a	
  few	
  things:	
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•  Discuss	
  -­‐	
  means	
  "to	
  
make	
  observaCons	
  
about	
  something	
  using	
  
facts,	
  reasoning,	
  and	
  
argument;	
  to	
  present	
  in	
  
some	
  detail"	
  

•  explain	
  means	
  "to	
  	
  
make	
  plain	
  or	
  
understandable;	
  to	
  give	
  
reason	
  for	
  or	
  causes	
  of;	
  
to	
  show	
  the	
  logical	
  
development	
  or	
  
relaConships	
  of"	
  

•  evaluate	
  means	
  "to	
  
examine	
  and	
  judge	
  the	
  
significance,	
  worth,	
  or	
  
condiCon	
  of:	
  to	
  
determine	
  the	
  value	
  of"	
  

•  analyze	
  means	
  "to	
  
determine	
  the	
  nature	
  
and	
  relaConship	
  of	
  the	
  
component	
  elements"	
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NOTICE	
  HOW	
  THIS	
  ONE	
  IS	
  WRITTEN-­‐	
  

•  compare	
  and	
  contrast-­‐	
  
to	
  "express	
  similariCes	
  
and	
  differences	
  

•  PLEASE	
  be	
  advised	
  that	
  
things	
  are	
  wri_en	
  in	
  
order.	
  	
  Compare	
  
appears	
  1st	
  then	
  
contrast.	
  	
  How	
  should	
  
the	
  definiCon	
  be	
  
worded	
  if	
  the	
  words	
  
were	
  listed:	
  

•  Contrast	
  and	
  Compare-­‐?	
  

You	
  also	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  this	
  word:	
  
Iden+fy	
  

•  verb	
  (	
  iden+fies,	
  iden+fying,	
  
iden+fied	
  )	
  [	
  with	
  obj.	
  ]	
  

•  1	
  establish	
  or	
  indicate	
  who	
  or	
  
what	
  (someone	
  or	
  something)	
  is:	
  
the	
  judge	
  ordered	
  that	
  the	
  girl	
  not	
  
be	
  iden5fied	
  |	
  the	
  contact	
  would	
  
iden%fy	
  himself	
  simply	
  as	
  Cobra.	
  

•  •	
  recognize	
  or	
  disCnguish	
  (esp.	
  
something	
  considered	
  worthy	
  of	
  
a_enCon):	
  a	
  system	
  that	
  ensures	
  
that	
  the	
  student's	
  real	
  needs	
  are	
  
iden5fied.	
  

•  2	
  (iden+fy	
  someone/something	
  
with)	
  associate	
  (someone)	
  closely	
  
with;	
  regard	
  (someone)	
  as	
  having	
  
strong	
  links	
  with:	
  he	
  was	
  
equivocal	
  about	
  being	
  iden5fied	
  
too	
  closely	
  with	
  the	
  peace	
  
movement.	
  

•  •	
  equate	
  (someone	
  or	
  something)	
  
with:	
  because	
  of	
  my	
  upstate	
  
accent,	
  people	
  iden5fied	
  me	
  with	
  
a	
  homely	
  farmer's	
  wife.	
  

•  •	
  [	
  no	
  obj.	
  ]	
  (iden+fy	
  with)	
  regard	
  
oneself	
  as	
  sharing	
  the	
  same	
  
characterisCcs	
  or	
  thinking	
  as	
  
someone	
  else:	
  I	
  liked	
  Fromm	
  and	
  
iden5fied	
  with	
  him.	
  

Explain	
  how	
  to	
  break	
  down	
  an	
  essay	
  ques+on	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  know	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  to	
  
write	
  about.	
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How	
  do	
  we	
  determine	
  what	
  we	
  are	
  to	
  
write	
  about	
  on	
  the	
  past	
  essay?	
  

•  What	
  must	
  you	
  1st	
  do?	
   •  What	
  is	
  the	
  last	
  thing	
  
you	
  need	
  to	
  do?	
  

QuesCon:	
  Evaluate	
  the	
  reign	
  of	
  Emperor	
  JusCnian.	
  	
  Did	
  he	
  revive	
  the	
  Roman	
  Empire	
  
in	
  the	
  ByzanCne	
  Empire?	
  	
  What	
  is	
  his	
  legacy?	
  

Aim:	
  How	
  to	
  format	
  your	
  outline	
  &	
  
your	
  essay?	
  

System	
  1-­‐3-­‐1	
  (outline)	
   The	
  ques+on	
  or	
  task:	
  
•  What	
  does	
  the	
  quesCon	
  ask?	
  
•  Do	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  

decision	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  
quesCon?	
  

•  What	
  kind	
  of	
  decision?	
  
•  What	
  informaCon	
  do	
  you	
  need	
  

to	
  prove	
  that	
  your	
  decision	
  is	
  
the	
  correct	
  decision?	
  	
  

•  Regardless	
  of	
  whether	
  you	
  are	
  
right	
  or	
  wrong,	
  can	
  you	
  prove	
  
your	
  stance?	
  	
  

•  What	
  informaCon	
  must	
  you	
  
provide?	
  

Body	
  2	
   Body	
  3	
  Body	
  1	
  

conclusion	
  

IntroducCon	
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Magic	
  of	
  Three	
  
Pick	
  three	
  things	
  to	
  write	
  about.	
  

•  There	
  will	
  be	
  more,	
  but	
  only	
  
focus	
  on	
  3.	
  	
  

•  Pick	
  the	
  top	
  3	
  that	
  prove	
  
your	
  stance	
  or	
  point.	
  

•  Don't	
  repeat	
  details,	
  and	
  	
  
separate	
  each	
  by	
  paragraph.	
  

Introduc+on	
  paragraph	
  
•  This	
  sets	
  the	
  tone	
  of	
  your	
  

essay.	
  

•  Use	
  the	
  Magic	
  of	
  Three.	
  
•  Three	
  is	
  an	
  easy	
  number:	
  

•  3	
  li_le	
  pigs	
  
•  3	
  Cmes	
  a	
  charm	
  

•  ??	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Introductory	
  paragraph	
  states	
  the	
  3	
  top	
  points	
  you	
  will	
  write	
  about.	
  	
  Introduce	
  
each	
  in	
  its	
  own	
  sentence	
  ending	
  with	
  your	
  thesis	
  statement	
  (point	
  of	
  view)	
  which	
  
you	
  will	
  support	
  in	
  your	
  3	
  body	
  paragraphs.	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Concluding	
  paragraph	
  restates	
  your	
  thesis	
  statement	
  and	
  ends	
  by	
  showing	
  its	
  
broader	
  historical	
  context.	
  	
  Context	
  is	
  how	
  it	
  relates	
  to	
  the	
  world	
  or	
  civilizaCons	
  as	
  a	
  
whole.	
  	
  	
  

Below	
  is	
  a	
  ThemaCc	
  Essay	
  theme	
  and	
  task.	
  	
  
Read	
  the	
  informaCon	
  for	
  basic	
  knowledge	
  of	
  
what	
  the	
  Theme	
  is	
  and	
  the	
  task.	
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This	
  is	
  a	
  student’s	
  introductory	
  paragraph	
  to	
  the	
  
ThemaCc	
  Essay	
  described	
  on	
  the	
  previous	
  slide.	
  

Student	
  uses	
  prompt	
  from	
  theme	
  to	
  develop	
  1st	
  2	
  sentences.	
  

Based	
  on	
  the	
  last	
  sentence	
  can	
  you	
  determine	
  what	
  the	
  body	
  
paragraphs	
  will	
  contain?	
  

Below	
  is	
  the	
  same	
  student’s	
  concluding	
  
paragraph	
  for	
  that	
  ThemaCc	
  Essay.	
  	
  	
  

First	
  sentence	
  restates	
  the	
  student’s	
  opinion	
  using	
  different	
  words.	
  

Second	
  sentence	
  restates	
  her	
  
proven	
  opinions	
  from	
  the	
  
body	
  paragraphs.	
  

Final	
  concluding	
  sentence	
  restates	
  
how	
  people	
  of	
  world	
  are	
  affected	
  
by	
  the	
  events	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  	
  


