ALL THAT THE FATHER GIVES TO ME WILL COME TO ME AND | WILL NEVER CAST THEM OUT

John 6:36-44

In a world of uncertainty, anxiety, and a world desperately needing security, we have absolute security
in Jesus Christ!

1.ALL THAT THE FATHER GIVES TO ME

In this passage we enter deep into the mind and heart of God. We are looking at salvation from
God'’s eternal perspective. Let us proceed with caution, reverence and awe. Whether we like it
or not, God has chosen a vast multitude of people from every tribe, language, people, and
nation and given them to His Son Jesus Christ for His own glory and the glory of Jesus — John
17:1,2. God chose before the foundation of the world — Ephesians 1:4.5, 11; Revelation 13:8;
17:8. These are the people God foreknew — Romans 8:29,30. This group of people is given to
Jesus and will come to Him in faith and belief. We are chosen out of the world —John 17:6,9,
We are chosen not because of our goodness or merit or even foreseen faith — Romans 9:11.
Faith itself is not a work we do. It is given to us by God. “The Father from all eternity has given
to the Son a people to be His own peculiar people. The saints are given to Christ by the Father as
a flock, which Christ undertakes to save completely, and to present complete at the last day.” —
Anglican J.C. Ryle, 1800’s.

This teaching is rejected by many, but it is important in honoring God as the Sovereign One.
“Your thoughts of God are too human.” — Martin Luther, 1500’s to Erasmus.. Many people have
a low concept of God today. Nothing exalts God more than His absolute sovereignty over
everything, including salvation. All the glory goes to God alone for salvation — Ephesians 2:8,9; 1
Corinthians 1:29-31; 4:7. This is extremely humbling. We believers are a gift of God the Father
to the Son.

Most people struggle with this teaching. It is not something we would make up or that pleases
humanity. It is something we naturally resist in our human pride. But the goal is to end with a
God-exalting trust in the absolute supremacy of God over everything — Romans 9:19-24. “When
I entered seminary in 1968, I believed in the freedom of my will in the sense that I
thought it was ultimately self-determining. I hadn’t learned that from the Bible; I had
absorbed that from the self-infatuated, self-exalting, self-esteeming, self-sufficient air
you and I breathe in this country every day. That’s where I had absorbed it. It isn’t in
the Bible. Not one verse teaches the self-determining will of man, but I believed it just
like most people believe it.” — John Piper.

2. WILL COME TO ME

We are not mindless robots. We do believe in Jesus and come to Jesus. But God draws us to
Jesus His Son by the power of the Holy Spirit — verse 44; John 6:65. Left to ourselves, no one
would come to Jesus — verse 36; Matthew 11:25-27. No one naturally seeks after God — Romans
3:10-12. We can only choose what we desire. Since Adam’s fall we have no desire for or
appetite for the living God. We are dead in our transgression and sin — Ephesians 2:1-3. So God
takes the initiative and breathes life into us in the new birth — Ezekiel 36:26,27. He peels the
scales off our eyes, and shows us the glory of Jesus — 2 Corinthians 4:3-6. He opens our heart to
hear the Word — Acts 16:14. Salvation does not depend on the will of humans — John 1:12,13;



Romans 9: 16. He creates a need and a desire for Christ in us. So we come to Jesus. “When
Christ says in John 6 ‘No man can come to Me, except My Father which sent Me draw Him,” what
does He leave to ‘free-will?’...in things that pertain to salvation, He asserts that power to be
null.”” — Martin Luther, 1500’s, The Bondage of the Will.

e However, there is a still a tension between God'’s sovereignty and human responsibility. We are
commanded to believe in Jesus and are held accountable for our choices. Those who reject
Jesus are responsible and will suffer eternal consequences. Our choices now do matter. But
again no one on their own would or could choose God. God is not up in heaven, just hoping
someone somewhere will actually believe in Jesus. It is not “God has done all He could, and now
itis all up to us.” No, all those given to Jesus will come to believe in Jesus — Acts 13:48. If you
really are trusting in Jesus you are one of His people!

e This is not anti-evangelism or anti-missions. In fact, God’s sovereignty in salvation gives great
encouragement to evangelism —Acts 18:9-11; John 10:16. “Christ Himself declares here that the
Word will still find its followers, that some will come daily and accept it. The words of Christ, ‘All
that the Father gives me,” must be fulfilled.” — Martin Luther, 1500’s. Our responsibility is to give
out the Word, Christ, and the gospel. God is the One who brings results and fruit — Acts 2:47.
We all acknowledge God'’s sovereignty when we pray for unbelievers to come to Jesus.

3.AND WHOEVER COMES TO ME | WILL NEVER CAST OUT

e Jesus will lose no one that the Father gives Him — verse 39. It is a strong statement — “never, no,
never!” Jesus will raise everyone who has come to Him at the last day — verses 39,40,44. This
means the resurrection unto life. Jesus will never lose one of His own. This is our assurance and
confidence. Our security is bound to the faithfulness of Jesus. Judas himself was never one of
Christ’s —John 6:64,70,71. Judas always was a son of destruction —John 17:12. What about
those who fall away today? Did they lose their salvation? No —1 John 2:19, Matthew 7:23.

e InJesus there is Absolute Security. We have His Word on it. We have His death on it. We have
His resurrection on it. No one can take us from His hand or the Father’s Hand — John 10:26-29.
But we need to be sure we are part of His sheep! Are you listening to the voice of Jesus and
following Him? Everything by God’s design focuses on Jesus. Jesus says it is ME, ME, ME! — 3
times in verse 37. Is your life focused on Him?

Concluding Applications:

e Are you believing in Jesus? This is where life begins! You have to come to Jesus.

o If all of this is confusing to you, keep on looking at Christ alone and trust Him. Live daily to
honor Him!

e God’s sovereignty even over salvation is meant to be an extreme comfort to our souls, a refuge
in the darkness, and a reason for joy even in “dry” times. When the Church is suffering and
languishing, God’s sovereignty gives fresh hope. GOD WILL HAVE AND SAVE A PEOPLE FOR HIS
GLORY AND THEGLORY OF HIS SON!

e Let us pray for unbelievers to come unto the Savior.

e Let us afresh give ALL glory to God alone for everything in salvation. Let us afresh surrender to
Him and live boldly for Him.



