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Special points of in-
terest:

e Have been invited back to
train student pastors at

MTS

¢ Plans being made to create
a new nonprofit organiza-

tion
e Have been invited to Sicily
to teach
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Taking It To The Street

Tuesday morning I was
asked if I would speak
at an open air meeting.
I was thrilled but won-
dering if [ was going to
go to jail for preaching.
It is illegal for foreign-
ers to speak outside of
a church for the pur-
pose of propagating the
Gospel. So I had a bit
of concern as one can
imagine.

When we gOt to the Preaching in the street
meeting I realized that
we were actually
speaking in the street.
Large burlap bags were
laid out in the street
and people sat on the
ground to listen to mu-
sic and preaching.

We actually shut down
a street and held our
meeting in the middle
of the street.

We had more than 80
people attend the meet-
ing. 20 people were
part of a regular prayer

group that met every
week. Between 50-60
people in attendance
were followers of

(Continued on page 2)

Worship Theology

gardless of our
culture. In India
worship is a very
important aspect
of corporate wor-
ship. So often

I spent over 20
hours of teaching 36
students on the sub-
ject of worship and
spiritual formation.
This 1s a very im-

portant subject re- (continued on page
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Taking It To The Street (continued from page 1)

Christ with the rest being Hindu
and Muslim. When we closed
the service we were inundated
with requests for prayer and we
spent another 20 minutes pray-
ing with people for their physi-
cal health and spiritual wellbe-
ing.

One interesting difference be-
tween India and America is the
lack of noise control. You will
notice in the picture that the in-
terpreter and I both are using
microphones.

Indian Christians have no com-

punction cranking up the sound
system! There is no way to know
how many people heard the Gos-
pel.

I chose speak on the subject of
“God’s Story and How His Story
Intersects with Our Story.”

Please pray for this prayer meet-
ing that is now meeting each
week at this street location. Pray
that God will raise up a church
here at this location.

Street Preaching

Sirisha

One of my favorite things to do
while in India is to meet with the
child I sponsor at the orphanage.

Earlier this year the young man I
had been sponsoring was taken out
of the orphanage by a blood relative
because he was old enough to work
for the family.

While it was tough to see him go, I
have a new child that Iam sponsor-

ing and you can see her in this pic-
ture with me. Sirisha is in the 10th
grade and is looking forward to go-
ing on to college.

We had a wonderful time trying to
communicate and laughed at my
lack of language skills.

You can see by here smile she is a a
kind believer who loves to laugh
and share her love of Jesus.

Village Pastor

Thursday afternoon I had the privi-
lege of speaking at a village
church . It is a ways a unique op-
portunity to see Christianity as
work in a small setting.

This church was slightly more well
to do than most I’ve visited in the
past. For one thing they had a ce-
ment floor verses a dirt floor. The
second unique experience was that

the church had
two pastors.

One had been
sitting in my
class all week
and then had to
listen to me
again in his

Village Church

church!

Village Pastor, wife and
church member
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The Trip That Almost Wasn’t

Andhra Pradesh, abbreviated
A.P., is one of the 28 states of
India, situated on the country's
southeastern coast. It is India's
fourth-largest state by area and
fifth-largest by population. For
several years that has been talk
of splitting this state into two.

This fall the Indian government
voted to allow for the bifurcation
of the state and the map shows
the proposed separation.

The northern half of the stae felt
that they were not getting their
fair share of resources and were

infavor of the split. The
souther half of the state
felt like they would loose
electricity and water would
be diverted to the new
northern state thus impede
their current economic
state and hinder future
growth.

The southern halfof AP. |~

have not been happy and

strikes have been very ac-

tive in the teachers UNions |sss
and the electric industry.
For two months schools
were
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Isrop;:;sed Bifurcation ‘of .An.dhra Pradesh

Worship Th60|0gy (continued from page 1)

we get hung up on the musi-
cal style in our worship ra-
ther than realizing that wor-
ship is a life style.

After studying the Scrip-
tures I am convinced that
preaching will not be some-
thing that we do in heaven

but I am sure that we will
spend eternity worshiping
our God and King.

“Worship is more than a music

style. It is a lifestyle.”

Since we know we will be

doing this activity for eterni-
ty it makes sense that we
prepare now to worship in
spirit and in truth. (John
4:24)

Doy

The Trip That Almost Wasn’t (continued)

closed and electric production
had been cut in half.

After the vote roads and railways
had been closed and the airports
had been picketed.

We had postponed the trip based
on our host pastor’s concern for

our safety.

We decided the leave this situa-
tion in the hands of our Father.
A couple of weeks went by and
things seemed to settle down.
Pastor Jaya Sankar indicated that
he thought it was safe for us to
travel. After praying for God’s

leading we felt led to go to India.

God was gracious and our safety
was never in question the entire
time we were there.

PTL!
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Traversing the Post-Modern Cultural Sea

Check us out on the Web!
www.vallenprest.com

ney.

spective.

The watchstander is a nautical term and usually refers to the Chief
Officer (or First Mate) who stands in for the captain of the ship. He
has three fundamental duties: navigate the ship, safely avoid traffic,
and respond to any emergencies that may arise. As one of God’s
watchmen my responsibilities include navigating the followers of
Christ through the seas of post modernity, avoid any kind of traffic
that will take us off our course or cause us to founder and to be

there to address any emergencies that might arise during our jour-

As a trained theologian, teacher and pastor Dr. Vallen Prest ob-

serves society and addresses the many issues from a Biblical pro-

You can follow his blog at http://AncientFutureMariner.blogspot.com

or view his blog through his website www.vallenprest.com

New Opportunities

These last few years have been
exciting to see how God has
chosen to use me in a variety of
different ways.

[ teach three different Bible stud-
ies and have been traveling to
India for the last four years to
teach at Christ’s Evangelical
Mission’s Missionary Training
School.

The majority of the men in the
school have been called into the
ministry and are preparing to
plant churches throughout the
Andhra Pradesh state of India.

I have also taught a number of
classes in local churches on sub-
jects involving worship and spir-
itual formation.

Additionally this coming year I
have been invited to travel to
Sicily to teach in a number of
situations and places. To accom-
plish this I will once again need
to raise funds.

I have been praying about how
this is going to expand our reach
and our need for additional
funds. After talking with friends
and colleges and much prayer I
am moving forward with the cre-
ation of a not for profit ministry
for the purpose of helping peo-
ple to live out the great com-
mandment. Living out this verti-
cal command helps us to live
out the horizontal portion of the
second command.

These greatest two command-
ments become the catalyst for us
to live out the Great Commission
of not only reaching the lost but
equally important developing
life long disciples.

Please pray as we go thorough
this process and as we choose
Godly people to be our board of
directors.




