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RULES FOR NEW MEMBERS
1. As a new member you have a two year probationary period. During this period you will be expected to keep your plot in a reasonable condition. This means as weed free as possible and that you will plant and maintain crops. If you do not maintain your plot you will receive a letter from your committee giving one months notice to improve your plot.  If this does not happen you will then be sent another letter giving 7 days notice to quit your plot.  If you have any temporary difficulty preventing you from working your plot (eg health problems) please let your Field Steward or the Secretary know as soon as possible.  Allowances can then be made. 
2. To prevent trespass by non-members, stray animals and for your own safety please lock the field gate after gaining entry and again on the way out.
3. All plot holders have a key to their allotment field gate lock therefore please do not admit anyone on the field who does not have a key. In the case of anyone acting suspiciously please call your Field Steward, the Police or the number above.
4. Keys to allotment field gates remain the property of the Society.  The deposit taken at time joining will be returned when the key is returned to the Society.
5. Please keep dogs tethered and do not allow them to roam around the field.  Also please clear up after them.
6. Please respect the plots of other members by using the roadways to access your plot and not cutting across other plots.
7. Members are asked to keep paths and road edges of their plots tidy.
8. Field roads must be kept clear. Please do not let grass or weeds encroach on roadways.
9. Members are asked to compost as much waste as possible and are asked to follow the ‘Good Bonfire Guidelines’ that has been issued to all members. Your Field Steward has copies of these and can offer further advice if needed.  All other “rubbish” please take home or remove to the local rubbish disposal site.
10. Please do not deposit any garden waste on spare plots, roads or verges.
11. If you wish to erect a shed, fruit cage or poly tunnel please apply to the committee in writing, by post or email, to the above address or to your Field Steward. No concrete or brickwork is allowed in the construction of these.
12. Members renting sheds from the society are asked to keep them in good order. Creosote and felt will be supplied by the society.
13. When spraying weed killer please ensure that this does not go onto other plots. It is advised that you do not spray on a windy day. Please do not wash containers in the water tanks.
14. Mains water is provided on all fields. Please report any leaks or taps left running to your Field Steward as soon as possible, Hosepipes are banned from all fields but a hosepipe licence can be obtained to fill water containers.  Please do not wash clean vegetables or other items in the water troughs.
15. Please keep the speed of your vehicle to minimum (5 mph) to avoid accidents whilst on the field. You are also requested not to park on the roadways or other members’ plots.
16. It is the members responsibility to inform the Society of any change of address, telephone number or email address.  
By taking on the tenancy of an allotment plot, members accept and will abide by the Society rules as laid out in the Rule book, this document or rules amended in accordance with the rule book.
Privacy Statement
 “Rushden Permanent Allotment and Small Holding Society Limited only holds personal data that you, the member, have supplied to the Society.  This data is only used by the Society and is not shared with any third party.  The data is only used to communicate with you in the running of the Society.”
Plot Holder
Membership Number.....................      Date................................

Signed......................................  Print Name................................
