
It is a pleasure to present this scan of the first comprehensive 
guidebook to Texas limestone rock climbing, by Jeff Jackson. This 
1995 publication is revered by all the early climbers from that time. 
While standards moved toward expensive all-color books with photo 
topos and fancy typeset, this style of book was common at the time, 
affordable ($15) and faster to publish. 

Route information was a moving target back then, evident on the 
addendum on page 139. What climbers most fondly appreciate is 
Jeff’s fun stories and collection of quotes relevant to the sport. 

Jeff went on to publish many great articles in Rock & Ice Maga-
zine, for which he is also the long time editor.  Jeff’s sense of fun  
influenced Sean O’Grady and me in the guidebooks we later wrote, 
covering new routes as they went up around Austin. 

You’ll greatly enjoy this piece of Texas climbing history, in particular:

• stories and quotes

• photos of early great Texas climbers, in particular Paul Clark 
and his gargantuan lats (page 31). Jeez those are wider than 
my shoulders

• ads in the back for defunct Texas climbing gyms, defunct gear 
stores, and still-thriving gear manufacturers

• route lists showing the limited selection that existed at the time, 
before/during decades of grid bolting

• a whole lot of CLOSED climbing areas around Austin, Houston, 
Dallas and San Antonio

• Dallas buildering that’s gone (Malone Wall and probably most 
of the Plano areas) and some that’s still there (Matilda Bridge, 
if the glue-ins have survived)

While much of the route info is out of date from new routes that have 
gone in, some areas are probably very accurate:
• Lake Mineral Wells
• Cleburne
• Temple/Belton
• Bucket Cave  is like a mecca of desire for outlaw climbing, but 

neighborhood security has been tested several times, and if 
you try going in there, you’re bound to land in jail.

• Ditto for Mount Bonnell, plus the hardware will be shite by now.
• University of Texas buildering info is solid
• Urban Assault info and topos seem solid
• Cub Cave 

These scans aren’t great but better than nothing, via a cheap 
Brother LC61, with all my penned notes photo-shopped out. I cut 
all the pages out of my second copy of TL II to get flat-page scans. 
If anyone wants to attempt better scans and alignments, you’re 
welcome to use my pages.

Thank  you very much, Jeff Jackson for permission to produce and 
freely distribute this great book.

Regards,
--John Hogge

Jeff Jackson on Pink Wall (5.12c) © Chris Hunter / www.Hunterimagery.com






























































































































































