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AS we commemorate the 58th anniversary of our Independence, 
Jamaicans at home and abroad will once again reflect on the 
tremendous contributions of our fellow Jamaicans, past and 
present, who paved the way towards the birth of an 
independent Jamaica. 

We will also call to mind our continued relentless 
pursuit of socio-economic prosperity. With 
hearts full of pride and joy, we will celebrate 
our nation’s great attributes, most notably our 
resilience, warmth and generosity of spirit. 

Under the theme: ‘Resilient and Strong’, 
we have an opportunity to highlight 
our achievements and advancements 
in sectors such as health and education, 
infrastructure development, agriculture, 
international relations, tourism, music, culture 
and entertainment and housing and investment 
opportunities. 

The world is confronting a global pandemic, COVID-
19, which has impacted our usual activities, our lives, and 
our livelihoods. As we observe the ‘Emancipendence’ period, the 
limitations brought by the pandemic will no doubt affect how we can 
celebrate. 

It is customary for us to observe the traditional festivities around this 
time, which often have at their core large gatherings, vibrant songs and 

dances and great culinary delights. For our continued health 
and safety, and that of our loved ones, regretfully, 

we will not be able to celebrate at the scale and 
magnitude to which we are accustomed. 

In this current pandemic, we are responding 
with resilience and strength. We are 
counted among the countries which 
have successfully implemented policies 
which have served to control the spread 
of the disease, based on the fundamental 
principles of public health. 

The approach taken by the Government 
has been characterised as agile and 

coordinated. This approach is consistent with 
our mission to balance lives and livelihoods, and 

is testament to the fact that we are accustomed to 
innovation and creative responses to challenges. 

As the country looks beyond the COVID-19 pandemic 
and tackles its socio-economic impact, Jamaica’s strong 

INDEPENDENCE DAY – August 6 – has 
always been the most significant date 
on the national calendar in Jamaica 

and for Jamaicans residing overseas. 
Each year, we look forward to our 
vibrant celebrations, including 
national festival and gospel song 
competitions, Festival Queen and 
Farm Queen pageants, fireworks 
and the much-anticipated Grand 
Gala at the National Stadium. 
It is a time to celebrate and 
showcase the best from our 
deep reservoir of talents in 
every domain, while inspiring 
hope and unity.

Independence Day is also a 
time to reflect on the nation’s 
journey from the era of slavery and 
colonialism to our achievement of 
full nationhood in 1962; and to chart 
our course forward.

This year’s commemoration comes as 
the entire world grapples with the COVID-19 
pandemic that has left no area of the globe 
untouched, not even Jamaica. We have had 
just over 700 cases and 10 fatalities – very 
difficult especially for the families of the 
fallen or the stricken, but relatively minuscule 
compared to many other countries worldwide. 
But, thankfully, the Government of Jamaica 
has done a phenomenal job in containing the 
virus among the population. 

Observance of our country’s 58th 
anniversary of independence under the theme 
“Resilient and Strong: Let’s celebrate Jamaica 
58” is, therefore, quite opportune. Birthed out 
of centuries of struggle, our nation has long 
been accustomed to adversity. The ongoing 

challenges are, therefore, no match for the 
strength and powerful resolve of the Jamaican 
people. I am confident that we will not only 
survive this ordeal, but we will thrive. 

Many will  recall the successes achieved by 
the Government of Jamaica in the last few 
years, in terms of macro economic stability: 
20 quarters of modest growth or no economic 
contraction, decline in unemployment and 
inflation, and increased consumer confidence. 
Many of the gains have been eroded or risk 

erosion by this sudden, invisible enemy of the 
last few months. One  recent United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) report cites Jamaica as one of the 

countries to suffer the greatest economic 
fallout from the closure of our tourism 

industry, to the tune of 11% of GDP.
To alleviate the negative impacts 

of our borders being closed and 
the economic slowdown, the 
Government provided stimulus 
packages, including to the 
unemployed and pensioners. With 
our borders now reopened and 
tourism and other key sectors back 
in business, we expect Jamaica will 
eventually emerge “resilient and 

strong”.
My sincere appreciation to Jamaican 

diaspora members for their tremendous 
help, tangible and intangible, to fellow 

Jamaicans, especially those stranded in 
the United States after Jamaica’s borders 

closed in March.
Let me also extend condolences to those 

grieving the loss of loved ones to COVID-19, 
and pray for speedy recovery for those still 
struggling. 

Nonetheless, resilient and strong: let’s 
celebrate Jamaica 58, as a people of steely 
resolve and tenacious Jamaican spirit. Despite 
these monumental challenges, I firmly believe 
we have a bright future ahead. Let us all join 
hands and hearts to make Jamaica a better 
place. 

H.E. Audrey P. Marks, Ambassador of Jamaica to 
the USA and Permanent Representative to the 
OAS.

THIS YEAR, Jamaica has the honour to celebrate 
its 58th independence anniversary under the 
theme “Resilient and Strong”. The occasion 
affords us yet another opportunity to reflect 
and reaffirm that these are the distinct qualities 
that characterise the people of Jamaica. 

As we gather to commemorate another 
significant milestone in our history, we 
recognise and express our deepest appreciation 
to our forefathers who were emboldened and 
determined to chart the future of Jamaica 
as an independent country. Their collective 
vision and efforts to dismantle the oppressive 
colonial system at the cost of personal safety 
and convenience, serve as inspiration to stand 
up for justice and uphold our fundamental 
freedoms. 

The invaluable contributions of our 
formidable nation builders have been 
instrumental in moulding prolific and influential 
Jamaicans across all spheres of professional 
endeavours. Moreover, our vibrant culture and 
rich heritage, that have been shaped by a mosaic 
of nationalities, have uniquely positioned us as 
a true melting pot – so eloquently captured by 
our motto, “Out of Many, One People”.

We should stand proud of our country for 
the countless achievements and strides we 
have made throughout our development 
trajectory. We continue to elevate our stature in 
bilateral, regional and multilateral fora, through 
our unmatched advocacy and diplomacy, in 
keeping with the spirit of collaboration, to 
advance our national agenda.

Jamaica, like other countries, acknowledges 
that, despite our accomplishments, much 
work remains to be done. In this regard, we 
are committed to strengthening our resolve to 
improve areas of deficiencies and notable gaps, 
as we accord the highest priority for Jamaica to 
become the place of choice to live, work, raise 
families and do business.

For many of us, 2020 has so far proven to 
be quite a challenging year. Notwithstanding, 
let us remain undeterred by the setbacks and 
disappointments, with a renewed sense of 
determination and purpose. It is, therefore, 
incumbent on us to remain optimistic, seize 
available opportunities, leverage our talents 

and, most important, work 
together to create a promising 

future for all Jamaicans.
Happy Jamaica 58 
to a resilient and 

strong people.

Nicole Johnson, 
Jamaican 
Consul to 

Toronto.

Work to create a 
promising future 
for all Jamaicans

Success and abundance to all Jamaicans!
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Jamaica will emerge 
‘resilient and strong’
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relationship with its global partners will 
continue to support recovery and sustain 
the positive path towards growth and 
development. 

To all who have experienced loss, 
please accept my sincere condolences. 
To those in recovery, I wish you a speedy 
recovery and return to normalcy. 

Allow me to wish success and 
abundance to all Jamaicans, near and 
far, and that each of you realizes your 
true potential. I am confident that we 
will recover quickly and that we will 
remain resilient and strong as long as 
we stand together. 

Happy 58th Independence Jamaica, 
One Love!

 

Alsion Roach Wilson, OD Consul General 
of Jamaica to New York .

SUCCESS 
CONTINUED FROM 2

3

ON BEHALF of the Consulate General 
of Jamaica, it is my distinct pleasure 
to extend warm Independence greet-
ings to fellow Jamaicans and friends 
of Jamaica as we join in the spirit of 
goodwill to celebrate another mile-
stone of our nation’s history, the 58th 
anniversary of Independence.  

The theme for this year’s celebration 
is “Jamaica 58 Resilient and Strong”.  It is 
therefore an opportune time to reflect 
upon the sacrifices of our forebearers 
who laid the foundation for our in-
dependent spirit. Let us honour the 
strength and vigour of our National 
Heroes, our national leaders, our schol-
ars and cultural ambassadors, who 
paved the way to Jamaica achieving 
her independence.

With the global challenge facing us 
today, we are encouraged to use this 
time to unite,  to continue their efforts.  
But we will have to begin thinking 
differently as we are now in the new 
digital age.  Every crisis presents an 
opportunity, and this crisis is an oppor-
tunity for new thinking, a challenge for 
inspiration and a positive outlook; not 
for the negatives.  As Jamaicans, we 
have that indomitable spirit to always 
strive for the best whether at home 
or abroad.  Let us unite in the same 
vein but with a new level of thinking, 

creativity and energy that will move us 
further ahead.  

With the national theme, we have 
created events over the period reflect-
ing “Eight (8) Days of Independence” to 
guide our focus on economic building, 
exposing our rich culture and herit-
age, and embracing a new approach 
towards health awareness.  Jamaicans 
across the Diaspora are invited to join 
us virtually in the Southern United 
Statesto celebrate our colourful history, 
our achievements and contribution to 
the global community.

Let me express profound gratitude 
to all Jamaicans who have selflessly 
stepped up with generosity of spirit 
in contributing to our people at home 
and abroad during the challenges of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are truly 
a blessed people.

As we celebrate with friends and 
family, let us reaffirm our pledge to 
rebuild not only our nation, but a world 
strong and resilient under God.

“JAMAICA 58  RESILIENT AND 
STRONG”

R. Oliver Mair  
Consul General 
Southern USA, Bahamas, Cayman 
Islands

‘We are truly a 
blessed people’

CG Mair. CONTRIBUTED
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BIG 7 Promotions, a registered event 
and entertainment company since 
2010, is headed by a dedicated 
team of hip, outgoing, and creative 
professionals. 

ITS PARTNERS have worked in the 
entertainment business for several years, 
aiming to be leaders in the sector through 
excellence, creativity, innovation, and 

customer-focused service. 
With its mantra ‘I Am My Brother’s 

Keeper’, Big 7 Promotions strives to 
meet the needs of corporate clients 
and provide all guests with efficient 
service and sincerity. 

The commitment of the entire team 
has enabled the company to continue 
its quest for excellence.

JUST BEFORE midnight on August 
5, 1962, the British Union Jack was 
lowered and the Jamaican flag raised 
for the first time, marking Jamaica’s 

independence and the dawn of a new 
era. 

The national parade, flag-raising 
ceremony and fireworks were held 

at the National Stadium, with the 
evening’s events beginning at 11 p.m. 
More than 20,000 people gathered at 
the venue for the night’s celebrations. 

At one and a half minutes to 
midnight, the first verse of the British 
anthem was played. The lights on 
the 60-foot pylons were put out and 
darkness descended upon the arena. 

In the hush that followed, the Union 
Jack, which waved over Jamaica for 
307 years, was hauled down. Then, 30 
seconds to midnight, the lights came 
on again and the Jamaican flag was 
raised to the top of the flagpole. Then, 
both verses of the national anthem 
were played. 

At the ceremony were the governor, 
Sir Kenneth Blackburne, Jamaica’s 
first governor general, his wife, Lady 
Blackburne, and Jamaica’s premier, Sir 
Alexander Bustamante, who was later 
sworn in as prime minister. 

Also present were Princess Margaret, 
who was representing the Queen, and 
her husband, the Earl of Snowdon. 

There were also dignitaries from many 
countries such as the United States, 
Australia, Pakistan and the United 
Kingdom. 

FIRST GOVERNMENT 
The Jamaica Labour Party formed 

the first government of independent 
Jamaica, having beaten the People’s 
National Party by polling 72.88 per cent 
of the voters in the election that was 
held on April 10, 1962. This was after 
the Jamaican people voted against 
joining the West Indies Federation in 
1961. 

August 5, 1962 was the national day 

PLEASE SEE NATION, 12

A nation is born
JAMAICA INDEPENDENCE 58

Alexander Bustamante the Premier, greets Princess Margaret on her arrival from 
London at the Palisadoes International Airport this morning for Jamaica’s 
Independence Celebrations. Her Husband, Lord Snowdon (in morning coat) awaits 
his turn with outstretched hand to be greeted by the Premier. At extreme left is the 
Governor, Sir Kenneth Blackburne.  GLEANER PHOTOGRAPH

Big 7 Promotions

Members of the Big 7 Promotions team. CONTRIBUTED
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held on April 10, 1962. This was after the 
Jamaican people voted against joining 
the West Indies Federation in 1961. 

August 5, 1962 was the national day 
of prayer. As such, dedication services 
were held in every church in the island, 
with the following two days being public 
holidays. On August 6, there were further 
celebrations across the island and August 

7 marked the opening of Parliament 
for independent Jamaica. There was 
also an Independence state banquet. 
On the same day, there were also 
numerous street dances. For the period, 
approximately 100 street concerts were 
organised by the JCDC. There was a 
fisherman’s regatta on every beach. 

The national float parade was held 
on August 11. More than 5,000 people 
participated in the giant parade, with 
about 90 floats. The parade started in 
Cross Roads and went down Slipe Road, 
east at Torrington Bridge, around North 

Race Course Road, down East Race 
Course Road, down East Street, west 
into Harbour Street and up King Street. 

The parade was led by Miss City of 
Kingston, Mitsy Constantine. 

Effigies of Louise Bennett, Ranny 
Williams, and Alexander Bustamante 
were also present. 

In addition, The Gleaner Company 
and N.V. Phillips of London made ten 
23-inch television sets available for the 
viewing of the celebration at Victoria 
Park, Kingston. 

Leading up to the celebrations, 
certain key things had to be finalised. 
The design of the flag was chosen 
through a collaborative effort by 
government officials. The motto, ‘Out 
of many, one people’, was chosen by 
Legislature in 1962. The national anthem 
was written by Reverend Hugh Sherlock, 
while the music was provided by Robert 
Lightbourne. The national symbols were 
chosen by a select committee in the 
Jamaica Horticultural Society. 

Since that time, a few things 
have changed. After the flag-raising 
ceremony in 1962, there was a much 
smaller celebration for the anniversary 
of Independence in 1963. 

But in 1964, a structured Jamaica 
Festival began, where there was a 
parade as well as a showcase of arts. 

In 1997, when Emancipation Day was 
introduced as a national holiday on 
August 1, celebrations started from 
July 31 and ended on Independence 
Day, August 6. As time progressed, 
Jamaica Festival was separated from 
the Jamaica Festival of the Arts.

Published July 28, 2011

This is Jamaica’s Flag - June 22, 1962.

August 8, 1962 Front Page – Jamaica 
Celebrates Independence. 

The lowering of the 
Union Jack at 12 

midnight August 5, 
1962. FILE PHOTOS

NATION 
CONTINUED FROM 8
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HARDWARE & Lumber knows 
that home is the place where 
your legacy thrives. Whenever 

you’re building or renovating your 
special place on ‘The Rock’, trust us 
for the best products and advice, and 
value you can count on.

We make it easy to work on 
your Jamaican dream home, even 
if you live away. Shop online at 
hardwareandlumber.com, or call toll 
free1-833-GET-HLJA (1-833-438-4552) 
for a project expert who will help you 
select from our extensive stocks of 
lumber, paint, hardware, plumbing, 

tools, lawn and garden supplies, 
electrical supplies and lighting fixtures. 
With islandwide delivery, we make sure 
that your order is seamless and hassle-
free. And, when you travel home to 
Jamaica, come see us at the H&L Rapid 
True Value or H&L Agro store nearest you 
and we will help you get the job done.

Hardware & Lumber:  
the one-stop destination 

for building in Jamaica

FOOD FOR The Poor Canada (FFPC) wishes everyone a wonderful Independence Day. We are calling on Jamaican 
Canadians to help feed families in Jamaica during COVID-19. FFPC has already sent 1.5 million meals to Jamaica and 
we need your help to send another 1.5 million meals to support families over the next three months. FFPC has worked 
in Jamaica for 11 years, supporting health, education, housing, and providing food and effective emergency response. 

Please feed a family at www.foodforthepoor.ca.

Food For The Poor Canada
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