Oklahoma W.O.C.P. Inc. 

Board Meeting
January 18, 2014-10:00 a.m.
First Methodist Church, Sapulpa, OK
Minutes

I. Call to Order:  At 10:00 a.m. by President Lois Higgins
II. Prayer: Prayer given by Margie Axford-Watts
Roll Call: Conducted by sign-in and verbally.  There were 8 members of the current board of officers, 9 past presidents, 11 clubs represented.  There was a total of 21 members in attendance. 

III. Minutes: Minutes of the September 21, 2013 meeting were approved as read and circulated.

IV:  Treasurers report: Marilyn Miller reported that there is a total of $5018.36 in the checking account. The report is attached.  The account was moved to Midfirst Bank on Nov. 1, 2013. 
 V. Standing Committee Reports:  

Bylaws:  Shirley Weston Comments deferred to New Business 

Publicity and State Editor:  President Lois Higgins is serving in this category.  She stated that the primary mode of communication will be the web site (OklahomaWorld OrganizationChinaPaintersInc.com). Sarah Gomez is the webmaster.  Sarah reported that teachers can be listed and can have up to two pages for a web page.  They can include pictures in PDF format.  She encouraged clubs to use the website to advertise special events or happenings in their club. Publicity related to meetings and the Paint-in will be done via the web-page.  Due to the high cost of postage the web and emails will be used as our primary mode of communication. .  It was noted that there are some areas in Western Oklahoma that get either no or very poor email reception.  Sarah will contact those via US mail as indicated. Sarah said that she welcomed input from members on how to make good use of the website.  The website was voted at the September 2013 board meeting to be funded by the Oklahoma World organization of china Painters Inc.l Education Fund with “Central national Bank and Trust Company as a cost of $34.97 per month. Sarah will also create an all member group so that members can be contacted individually as needed. 

Extension and Membership:  Junita Lohr reported that there will be contest for new members gained from April 6, 2013-April 1, 2014.  The club that has gained the most new members during this year will have the $25.00 table fee waived for the paint in.   

Fine Arts:  


Oklahoma City:  Fillis Newman reported that Nancy Norris from the Oklahoma State Fair is proposing a “Live Contest” and inviting the China Painting community to participate.  The contest subject will change each year and be judged “live” on a specified day.  It is believed that the artist must be present to participate but Fillis will clarify that. The participant will get free admission to the fair and free parking on the day of the contest.  They asked if OKWOCP would sponsor the event by awarding the prizes.

Shirley Weston moved that the OKWOCP fund the Oklahoma State Fair Contest by awarding $50. $25, and $10 paid from the State Education Fund for 1st, 2nd and 3rd. prizes.  Seconded by Jerilee McNeal.  Passed by show of hands. The contest for 2014 is “Baby’s first ornament”.
Kathy Holler-Ryle will check to see if this is a possibility for Tulsa.  

Shirley moved that State Education funds be made available for the Tulsa State Fair categories of Novice, Advanced and Professional at the rate of $25.00 for the winner of each category.  Seconded by Anita Kantowski.  Passed by show of hands.
  Nominating Committee:  Kathy Holler-Ryle & Jody Cook, No report.  The search for “President for 2014 is continuing.. .  . 

Grants & Scholarships:  Lois reported that our Non-Profit status is awaiting Federal approval and she will apply for a grant for the Paint-in if we receive approval it by Feb. 15 (deadline for applications).  The government shut-down last fall delayed our application. 

Pauline Salyer Award:  Lois encouraged each club to nominate a candidate for this award.  The application will be on the website and she encourages all to send in the applications by March 1, 2014 to:

Lois Higgins

1811 Glendale road

Sapulpa, OK 74066
Or email: lhiggins@midwestcoind.com  
Oklahoma W.O.C.P. State Funds:  Jeralee McNeal submitted a report (attached).  There is $9,885.91 in savings and 47,101.78 in CD’s.  Clarification of the report was suggested that the number of the CD be indicated on deposits and withdrawals.  
VI. Old Business:  


Non-Profit Status:  Lois Higgins reported that State approval for the non-profit status has been granted and the application has been made to the Federal Government.  She reported that we will be audited yearly and we must follow good business practices in spending the money.  Only money that has been approved by the membership and backed up with receipts can be spent.  Shirley suggested that the meeting in April would be the best time to do this business since we would have delegates from each club present.

There are needed By-law changes (change in name and financial standards) that will be voted on at the April meeting provide we have 60 days (as required by our current by-laws) to notify the membership. Shirley Weston encouraged changing the “Standing rules” rather than the by-laws when possible.
It will be required that each year the membership vote on whether to remain a member of WOCP.  This will be on the agenda for the April meetings.  

Painting Retreat:  The painting retreat will be April 3, 4, & 5th, 2014 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Tulsa.  Lois reported that there are now 29 people signed up for the retreat. She encouraged all to support this event Marilyn Miller will email members with their account of what they still owe for the paint-in.  The state meeting will be on Friday, April 4 and there will be some demonstrations and at least one vendor present.  The paint-ins will be limited to 10 each.  The artists are Vickie George, Dianne DesOrmeaux, Phyllis McElhinney and Susan Thumm.  The cost of the porcelain and firing is included in the fee.  Banquets on Thursday and Friday are $65 for both or $35 for Thursday and $37 for Friday.  The theme is “Painting Porcelain Yesterday Today and Tomorrow”. There will be tables for club display. Cost is $25.00.  There will be a contest for best decorated table and the winner will have the $25.00 table fee waived.
Delegates:  The names of delegates mush be turned in to the president by March 1.  
New Business:
WOCP Yuletide 2013:  Fillis Newman reported that the Yuletide Celebration went well considering the ice storm that closed down the city.  She said they were not able to have the open house but did have good support from artist around the country and earned approximately $1000.00 for the museum.  The ornaments not sold will be placed in the museum store for sale. 
WOCP Convention:  Thelma Ingram reported that a check for $37, 757 was sent to the WOCP from profit on the convention.  She also reported that the video done by Nancy Lepak and her daughter is for sale at the Museum for $25.00 plus $2.00 shipping.  She said that it is a very well-done video and makes you feel like you are at the convention again.   
Alfredo Toledano Seminar.  There are three sessions planned Jan 31, Feb 1 & 2 and Feb 4, 5, 6, and 8,9,& 10.  There is still one opening in the first session The cost is $225. Contact the WOCP office if interested
 Historian Report:  Retha Falkenberry passed out “sleeves” for each club to complete for the president’s book.  She said they could either mail them to her or bring them to the paint-in. 

.   

Meeting adjourned at 11:50.  An auction of desserts and white china was conducted by Sarah Gomez, followed by a delicious Chili lunch and paints-ins conducted by Shirley Weston, Helen McNabb and Lois Higgins.    
Next Meeting April 4, 2014, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Tulsa, OK
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Tillman,
 Recording Secretary
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