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                                                  Industry on course for recovery but product shortages loom 
 
Fresh concern over material availability comes shortly after the CPA's State of 
Trade Survey warned that material shortages and price rises could last throughout 
2021. The supply of raw materials and components is the primary concern for most 
product manufacturers, reflecting global supply issues for items including steel, 
timber, PVC and chemicals. 
 
Earlier this month the Construction Leadership Council added cement, aggregates 
and plastic products to its list of materials in short supply, advised by a working 
group on material availability co-chaired by the chief executives of the CPA and 

Builders Merchants Federation. 
 
Francis also warned that the eventual withdrawal of emergency government support would be felt across the 
sector: “Concerns remain whether the high levels of demand for housing new-build and RM&I can be maintained 
after the government stimulus and policy measures end on 30 September, particularly the furloughing and self-
employment income schemes and stamp duty holiday.”  
Taken from  https://www.constructionnews.co.uk  
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CDB CONSULTING ENGINEERS LTD  

Institute of Domestic Heating &  Environmental Engineers 

P O Box 329,  

Southampton, SO40 0BT, U.K. 

 

 Tel: +44 [0] 23 80 66 89 00      

 Fax: +44 [0] 23 80 66 08 88     

 

Email: admin@idhee.org.uk  

 

CDB CONSULTING ENGINEERS ACT AS EXPERT WITNESS for  

The Domestic Installations    Registered by  The IDHEE as  

Expert Witness—Office of Fair Trading 

 

 

 

 

We carry out full pre-purchase Technical Due Diligence/ Condition Survey Reports. 

The Technical Reports cover all Electrical/HVAC/Plumbing installed within the property and they  are NDT (non 
destructive testing/inspecting) to visual/visible and accessible locations and carried out under Covid safety 
conditions. 

Reporting on all existing, visible and accessible equipment details - incoming mains services, sizes, Water, Gas -
Electrical requirements, including all necessary comments to existing services and add full recommendations. 

Our fee includes all necessary travelling time, the taking of all photographs to include within the report as 
considered necessary and making comments on same together with your review/approval of report and 
thereafter to issue the final Report 

£455.00 exclusive of V.A.T. for residential properties  (within a radius of 50  miles of Manchester, and within 
a radius of 50 miles of Carlisle  out with these areas and for commercial properties please contact us for a 
quotation) 

 

How is coronavirus affecting house prices? 
 

After an eight-week shutdown at the start of the pandemic, the property 
market is now open and active throughout the UK. This means that 
estate agents are conducting in-person house viewings and buyers are 
able to move home, despite the Covid-19 measures still in place. Since 
last July, the UK property market has been on the rise, largely fuelled 
by the government temporarily cutting stamp duty. The breadth of the 
cuts vary from country to country, but they mean buyers could 
potentially save up to £15,000 in tax if they move before the deadline, 
which has been extended in England, Northern Ireland and Wales. 
 

How have house prices changed?  
 

We’re getting a clearer picture of the impact coronavirus has had on house prices, but with the ongoing 
stamp duty holiday and continued uncertainty over what will happen next with the pandemic, the figures 
could continue to fluctuate. The most reliable barometer of house prices is the Land Registry’s UK House 
Price Index, which is based on sold property prices. It works on a two-month lag, so the latest available 
figures are for February. The Land Registry says the average price of a property in the UK rose by 8.6% 
year-on-year in February to reach £250,341. 
 
Read more: https://www.which.co.uk/news/2021/04/how-will-the-coronavirus-affect-house-prices/ - Which? 
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Let us help you - with new idea's / new designs /new innovations in M&E engineering  -Proposed New 
Build & developments. 
 
We help Architects, developers, main contractors, with the M&E designs. We cooperate with you to get 
the M&E designs completed on  time and within budget.  
 
If you need a 15 minute brainstorming /development of idea's,. build your M&E Strategy please call to 
arrange that meeting. 
 
NO PITCHING for your business NO Offers  - Just 100% Value Engineering. 
 
Please call 0845 074 0763 and/or email your layouts & details to cad.drawings@cdbconsulting.co.uk 
and we will contact you.  

New 95% mortgage scheme launches 
 
A new government-backed mortgage scheme will help first time 
buyers or current homeowners secure a mortgage with just a 5% 
deposit. 
 
A new government-backed mortgage scheme to help people with 
5% deposits get on to the housing ladder is available to lenders 
from today (19 April 2021). 
 
First announced at the Budget, the scheme will help first time 
buyers or current homeowners secure a mortgage with just a 5% 
deposit to buy a house of up to £600,000 – providing an affordable 
route to home ownership for aspiring home-owners. 
The government will offer lenders the guarantee they need to provide mortgages that cover the other 95%, subject 
to the usual affordability checks. 
 
The scheme is now available from lenders on high streets across the country, with Lloyds, Santander, Barclays, 
HSBC and NatWest launching mortgages under the scheme today and Virgin Money following next month. 
The government has made clear its commitment to tackling inequality in the housing market and levelling up the 
country. Official statistics show more homes were delivered in 2020 than in any year since 1987. 
 
In 2019 a pledge to build 300,000 new and attractive homes a year was announced with an investment of over £12 
billion in affordable housing over the next 5 years – the largest investment in a decade. 
 
Since 2010, more than 687,000 households have been helped into home ownership through government 
schemes, but when asked, 69% of private renters and 63% of those living at home who had looked into a mortgage 
said they cannot find many mortgages with a low deposit. Today’s new 95% mortgage scheme will now make it 
even more accessible to own a home. 
 
The scheme is one of a range of flexible home ownership options available. These include Help to Buy, Shared 
Ownership and the First Homes Scheme. Figures show that the number of mortgage approvals for house 
purchases in January 2021 was 99,000 – a 40% increase on January 2020. 
 
Part of the government’s Plan for Jobs, the scheme will help to support the housing market and protect jobs and 
businesses across the housing supply chain, from housebuilders and estate agents, to tradespeople, DIY stores 
and removal firms. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-95-mortgage-scheme-launches 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/housing-supply-net-additional-dwellings-england-2019-to-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/plan-for-jobs
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Smoke ventilation service warning to industry 
 
As the UK cautiously emerges from lockdown and the occupancy rates of commercial buildings begin to ramp 
back up, building managers and contractors are being urged to review their smoke ventilation service and 
maintenance schedules. 
 
The warning comes from Applied Technology – a division of Elta Fans responsible for designing and 
manufacturing bespoke ventilation systems across industry. This includes high-specification life-safety smoke 
ventilation, including models for highly hazardous areas. 
 
According to the technical team at Applied Technology, because such systems are designed for worst-case 
scenarios, there can be a tendency to fit and forget them, and lockdown measures could exacerbate issues 
further. 
 
Bradley Crisp, sales engineer at Applied Technology, explained: “If the past year has taught us anything, it’s that 
contingency planning should be high on industry’s agenda. If smoke ventilation is not correctly maintained, 
building owners need to be aware that they risk becoming liable. It is up to everyone in the industry to raise 

standards by highlighting why and how to keep equipment in 
optimum condition.” 
 
In order to generate more awareness of the issue, Applied 
Technology is launching a campaign to help inform industry on 
the common maintenance pitfalls, as well as advising on best 
practice. 
 
According to Mr Crisp, the recurring issues that can 
compromise the performance of smoke ventilation systems 
include: a substandard approach to storage; ongoing service 
and maintenance; lack of accountability. He continues: “While 
we invest significantly into the intensive R&D and rigorous 

testing required to create these life-safety systems, we ultimately hope they don’t have to get used. However, 
that’s not a reason for them to be forgotten. 
 
“With cities opening back up, people returning to workplaces, and the hospitality and leisure sectors wishing for a 
busy summer, our buildings need to be in optimum condition. This includes a thorough approach to service and 
maintenance of smoke ventilation. We hope that our series of content can help remind building professionals to 
assess their systems effectively.” 
 
https://www.heatingandventilating.net/smoke-ventilation-service-warning-to-industry 
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PLEASE CALL US TODAY, for free  impartial 
advice  

4th Floor 

59 Piccadilly 

MANCHESTER 

M1 2AQ     Tel: 0161 871 7403 

 

Phone  0845 074 0763 

             0161 871 7403 

             01228 586 441 

 

Fax:     0845  074  0764 

 

E-mail:  info@cdbconsulting.co.uk 

CDB Consulting Engineers celebrate being in business now for over 10 years 
moving from strength to strength, with a team of engineers, the main 
parties who have been working within the building services industry each for 
over 30 years.  
 
We all have a wide ranging experience across all types of  building design 
which includes offices, retail, residential, schools, hospitals and all types of 
industrial buildings 
 
We are working hard towards being in close partnership with our  clients, 
design and contract team, offering advice from conceptual consultation 
through to full system design to ensure high-performance. 
 
Having a wide experience, our personal and professional approach we offer 
to assist Architects, Developers, Main-Contractors, Local Council’s and 
Health Authorities etc. 
 
CDB Consulting will deliver a complete range of mechanical electrical & 
public health services from industrial engineering  to HVAC, hot  and cold 
water services, Steam and High temperature engineering, network 
distribution, power and lighting control.  
 
Other services include fire protection, security systems,   voice and data 
communications technologies, as well as consultations and services that 
focuses on energy efficiency.  
 
CDB Consultants aim to provide optimal solutions that meet the 
requirements of the building and the client, recognizing the importance of 
energy efficiency and cost management 
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We help  Solicitors and Barristers as we are your technical eyes on site.  
 
 
We survey your dispute, take photographs, make comment against these 
photo's and include all these comments along with our technical 
information and advice in a part 35 Expert Report.   
 
 
Should you wish to arrange a 15 minute chat, develop advice or arrange 

for a quotation for a  visit throughout the North of  the UK please do not 

hesitate to call 0845 074 0763 or email us at info@cdbconsulting.co.uk 

OUR  
Organization 

WE’RE ON THE WEB   
 

WWW.cdbconsulting.co.uk 

ALSO at :- THE ANNEX,  

DESIGN OFFICE 

LOOPHILL FARM 

CANONBIE   

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY  

DG14 0XW    Tel: 01228 586 441 

Please feel free to visit our website where more information is 
available  
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