Doc Holley’s                             The Lord of the Flies   
Student:  __________________________    Class _____

Essential Questions & Big Ideas
Essential questions are important questions that recur throughout one’s life. Such questions are broad in scope and timeless by nature.

A question is essential when it: 

· causes genuine and relevant inquiry into the big ideas and core content;

· provokes deep thought, lively discussion, sustained inquiry, and new understanding as well as more questions;

· requires students to consider alternatives, weigh evidence, support their ideas, and justify their answers;

· stimulates vital, on-going rethinking of big ideas, assumptions, and prior lessons;

· sparks meaningful connections with prior learning and personal experiences;

· naturally recurs, creating opportunities for transfer to other situations and subjects.

 The Lord of the Flies Essential Questions:
1. How does literature address a historical event?

2. How do leaders emerge? Are they necessary?

3. What does it mean to be civilized? What does it mean to be savage?

4. How can technology be used for good or evil?

5. Is man essentially good or evil?

Directions: As a way to generate a conversation about these essential questions, read and respond to the following statements with an “A” if you agree or a “D” if you disagree. Then be ready to discuss your opinions with the class. 
1. ________When given a chance, people often single out and degrade another to make themselves feel better.
2. ________Society is what holds everyone together and without these conditions, our ideals, values, and the basics of right and wrong are lost.
3. ________Fear can control and overwhelm a person.
4. ________If humanity is to survive, innocence may have to be sacrificed.
5.________When the institutions of law and order slip away or are ignored, human beings revert to a more primitive part of their nature.
6.________Whenever groups of people coexist, there will be a struggle for power.
7.________It’s better to examine the consequences of a decision before it is made, than to discover them afterwards.
8.________ Children are capable of horrific behavior.

9.________ Everyone is capable of murder.
10.________All technology can be used for evil.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS – Identify each character introduced in chronological order.  Provide both a physical description and a personal character analysis as to their role in the development of the plot (protagonist, antagonists, etc…)  Use additional paper as needed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLOT -  Identify the top ten most important events within the novel and explain their significance to the overall novel; themes, main ideas, character development, etc…   (Use additional paper as needed.)

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rhetorical Strategies:

Identify FIVE rhetorical strategies used in the novel.  Provide examples and how the author used the strategies to achieve a particular purpose…what was the purpose?  (Use additional paper as needed.)
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

THE BIG TAKE AWAY:

Write a formal five paragraph essay on how the author develops the theme(s), uses character development, tone/mood, to achieve his purpose (emphasize the use of rhetorical strategies.)

