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“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 
 

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday  April 2, 2023 
 

 
 

Service of Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We invite you to join us regularly for worship and in a variety of 

activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we welcome you; if you 

are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry among us.  Our order of 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

Communion will be by distributed by individual disposable cup. The communicant 

kneels/stands at the rail to receive the bread from Pastor, then receives the cup of wine held by 

the assisting minister. Grape juice is also available (wine is red/ grape juice colorless). Gluten-

free communion wafers are available upon request.  Simply tell the pastor at the time of 

communion. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than occasional 

part of their lives.           (Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
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Sunday, April 2, 2023 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and 

humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, 

but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into 

our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we 

are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love 

in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, 

anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 
 

 

GATHERING 
The assembly gathers in the Narthex with Palms 
 

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
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PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL            Matthew 21:1-11 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21st Chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went 

ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

BLESSING OF PALMS 
The assembly is invited to raise their palm branches for the blessing. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today 

he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 

spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry 

them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 

death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW #344                 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 

The congregation is invited to follow the cross in procession into the church. If you are unable to 

join in the procession, you may wait in the sanctuary.  
 

.   
 

 

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and 

resurrection, let us pray.  

  

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 

to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in 

his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

A A reading from Isaiah. 
 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 50:4–9a 
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant's obedience in the 

midst of persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or 

a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems. 

 
4The Lord GOD has given me 

 the tongue of a teacher,  

 that I may know how to sustain  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens —  

 wakens my ear  to listen as those who are taught. 

  5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious, 

 I did not turn backward. 

  6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
7The Lord GOD helps me;+ 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

 8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

 Let them confront me. 

  9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty? 

A Word of God, Word of life.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM          Psalm 31:9–16 
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

     my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

     and also my throat and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
     my strength fails me because of affliction, 

     and my bones are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, 

a dismay to my acquaintances; 

     when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
     I am as useless as a broken pot.    
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

     they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
     I have said, "You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; 

     rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

     and from those who persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
     save me in your steadfast love." 
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A A reading from Philippians. 
 

SECOND READING               Philippians 2:5–11 
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus' humble obedience in his 

incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all. 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

  6who, though he was in the form of God, 

 did not regard equality with God 

 as something to be exploited, 

  7but emptied himself, 

 taking the form of a slave, 

 being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

 and became obedient to the point of death —  

 even death on a cross. 

  9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

 and gave him the name 

 that is above every name, 

  10so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

  11and every tongue should confess 

 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL PROCLAMATION:   

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

The narrative is found in the PINK PAMPHLET. The congregation is invited to read aloud the 

"Congregational" portions of the narrative. The congregation may be seated during the reading, 

but stand when indicated. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                         ELW #342 There in God’s Garden     
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

 creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus 

 Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, and other 

 ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us 

 renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals who 

 accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. Merciful 

 God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned and 

 persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them from the hand 

 of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep (especially). Merciful 

 God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated or 

 awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with those 

 feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful (especially). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs, 

 readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them in 

 their leadership as they accompany congregations through this Holy Week. Merciful 

 God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied your 

 servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, that every knee 

 would bend in praise to you. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

 renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 



 14 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 

 

Sit 

OFFERING                                               First Sunday: ELCA World Hunger 

Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 

The  plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time 

 

OFFERING HYMN                   ELW #186                        Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

 service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

 as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

 and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

 that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

 we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all,  

           

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 

  

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them 

to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to 

each communicant: 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say "Amen." 

 

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the 

communicant kneels/stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will 

hand you the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.  

Simply tell the pastor at the time of communion.   If you are unable to consume alcohol, please 

inform the assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine 

substitute.  

 
SILENT MEDITATION 
While others are receiving communion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music. 
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Stand 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our 

 hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch 

 the world with your love. 

C Amen  

 

BLESSING 

P God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of 

 rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    ELW #351 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
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DISMISSAL  

 

A Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Property Chair: Gene Stockford-Shively 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Patti Weber 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Martin Morrison, Joe Painter, Sue Risk 

and Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

Supply Pastor: Rev. Martha Reid 

Assisting Minister: Chris McNamara 

Ushers: Amy and Keith Otterbein 

Coffee Hour:  Amy Otterbein & Norma Ludlow  Next Week:  Brunch no coffee hour 
   

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Amy Otrterbein  

Offering Counters: Amy Otterbein and Phyllis Klingler 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by Phyllis Klinger in honor of Mark’s 

10th Birthday 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

 


