Kingston Single Malt Society

A social club for the appreciation of Single Malt Whisky

MAY 2008,     VOLUME 1; NUMBER 3

This evening's menu in the company of Single Malts from ISLAY:

Soup: Beef Barley

1st Nosing: BUNNAHABHAIN 12 y.o.

(introduced by: Ken Goodland)

Salad: Caesar Salad

2nd Nosing: BRUICHLADDICH WAVES 7 y.o.

(introduced by: Sylvain Bouffard)

Entree: Chicken Supreme 

stuffed with Spinach and Feta

Vegetables: Selected Seasonal Fresh

Potato: Parisian style

3rd Nosing: BOWMORE 12 y.o.

(introduced by: Anthony Johnson)

Dessert: Chocolate Cake

COST OF THE MALTS

I know members are always interested in the cost of the single malts we taste. Plus the $75 Special Occasion Permit and the 16% levy charged by the LCBO for all alcohol served at the dinner.

- BUNNAHABHAIN 12 y.o. ISLAY SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY Price: $ 74.75, LCBO 37267 | 750 mL bottle - Spirits, Whisky, Scotch Whisky, 40.0% Alcohol/Vol.

- BRUICHLADDICH WAVES 7y.o. ISLAY SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY Price: $ 72.35, LCBO 52860 | 700 mL bottle Scotch Whisky, 46.0% Alcohol/Vol. PRODUCT DISCONTINUED

- BOWMORE 12 y.o. LCBO 330803 | 750 mL bottle Price: $ 47.90 Spirits, Whisky, Scotch-Malt Whisky 40.0% Alcohol/Vol.
KSMS Financial Statement

(Money raised by April attendees)              = $2440.00

April dinner 47 persons = $51.38/ea           = $2414.63

Special Occasion Permit @ LCBO             =     $75.00

(Money remaining for buying Single Malt)  =   ($49.63)
Cost of Single Malts April:                           =   $513.30

KSMS Monthly operational balance       = (-$562.93)

May birthday celebrants were toasted. Raising their glasses were Gerry Gillis and Colleen Webster.

Premium Single Malt Night
Plans for our inaugural Premium Single Malt Night are in the process of being finalized. The cost of the evening will be $100/person. The dinner will be on level with the last few dinners we have enjoyed and maybe a touch nicer if the cost permits. I will attempt to bring in three single malts, which will average between $200-250. Due to the costs involved of the single malt bottles of whisky I will require a financial commitment of a minimum 24 people. After that, a wait list will be developed. Additional people will be permitted to attend but only in increments of 24. As I mentioned before this is simply to take best financial advantage of sharing the cost of each bottle. The date for the dinner has now been set for:

Thursday August 28, 2008 @ 7p.m.
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HIGHLAND PARK 25 YEAR OLD SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY

VINTAGES 500249 | 750 mL bottle Price: $ 252.95
Spirits, Whisky, Scotch Whisky 48.0% Alcohol/Vol.

Starting at the March 17, 2008 dinner members can purchase tickets to win this bottle. Tickets will be on sale at each dinner until the June BBQ when the bottle will be raffled. The winner must successfully answer the skill testing question: What country does single malt come from?

Highland Park Launches
40-Year-Old Single Malt Whisky
Orkney based Distiller of the Year, Highland Park has released a new 40 year old single malt whisky permanent flagship expression reflecting growing demand for premium spirits. Priced at £899 - $1,782.00 per bottle, the whisky is the oldest in the Higland Park portfolio and will form part of the group’s core single malt range. The whisky will be packaged in an oak stained wooden box complete with a 28-page leather booklet Their

30-year-old single malt whisky goes for $410.00, the 25-year-old single malt whisky goes for $250.00, 

18-year-old single malt whisky is at $100.00, 

15-year-old single malt whisky for $70.00 and their 12-year-old single malt whisky about $40.00.

The 'H' represents Highland's "Viking roots"
Sales of premium and so-called super premium spirits continue to grow strongly around the world, according to several drinks firms including Diageo and Pernod Ricard. Jason Craig, Global Controller of Highland Park states: “Highland Park matures remarkably well over an extended period. We wanted to share this with whisky enthusiasts; the fact that we are blessed with aged stocks meant that we were in an enviable position of being able to launch a permanent addition to the range, rather than an inaccessible limited edition. We were keen to encourage appreciation of the exquisite whisky, rather than emphasising collectability and rarity.
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”Highland Park 40 year old has been largely matured in refill casks, that is to say casks that have previously been used to mature whisky. Every time a cask is used, its ability to impart an influence on the spirit is diminished. When laying down a whisky for extended maturation, such as this, it is important that the cask doesn’t dominate the spirit. If first fill casks had been used, the sweetness (an oak-derived additive quality from the cask) would have been too strident. The long-term nature of the maturation of Highland Park 40 year old allows time for the perfect balance to be achieved. The colour, as with all bottlings of Highland Park, is entirely natural; the delicate coppery paleness of the whisky is down to the judicious use of refill casks. The strength (alcohol by volume) is relatively high at 48.3% to deliver maximum flavour. Tasting notes by Max McFarlane, Whisky Maker 

Colour: Rich, coppery hues of amber.

Bouquet: Spicy and aromatic with a background of rich dark fruits, nutmeg and darkest chocolate.

Palate: Beautiful balance of sweet toffee notes, dark chocolate, sun dried orange zest and aromatic heather peat smokiness.

Finish: Rich, long, elegant, smoky and surprisingly sweet.

This month's CHEF's Corner

BEEF IN WHISKY SAUCE

1 ½ lbs sirloin steak

1 oz butter

1 large onion chopped

3 Tbsp Scotch whisky

¼ cup double cream

Salt and pepper

Cut beef into thin strips. Cook beef and onion in butter for 5-10 minutes, until beef is brown and cooked to taste. Stir in Scotch Whisky and cream. Heat gently to reduce slightly.

ENJOYING SCOTCH WHISKY 

AROUND THE WORLD

In Scotland, Scotch Whisky tends to be enjoyed straight or with a little water.

However, enter a bar in Tokyo and you will see whisky being consumed 'mizawari', diluted with lots of water.

Out for the evening in Madrid, the order is likely to be Scotch mixed long with lots of ice and cola.

In Shanghai, Scotch with ice and cold green tea is very popular.

Visit a style bar in New York and bartenders are likely to be using the great variety of whisky flavours to make exciting cocktails.

Stiff ruling for Nova Scotia distillery

The Nova Scotia distillers of Glen Breton, Canada's only single malt, make its richly gold and aromatic whisky by mimicking the masters, copying every step of the process used in Scotland for centuries. Its homage to Scotch, however, has now been found to be too close for comfort.

The tiny Glenora Distillery on Cape Breton Island, a Gaelic community with deep roots in Scotland, can no longer use the word "Glen" in its whisky's name because it misleads consumers into thinking they are drinking Scotch, according to a ruling released by the Federal Court of Canada. 

The ruling in the long-running trademark dispute, launched by Scotland's Scotch industry, accepts that while imitation may be the sincerest form of flattery, when it comes to marketing of national identity as a brand in itself, some words are already taken. 

"When Glen Breton sells itself in Canada, it is misleading consumers on where it was made because of the prefix Glen", said Justice Sean Harrington. It is a decision the distillery's head finds preposterous. 

"We are in a glen, located in Glenville, next to the community of Glenora Falls and our distillery is called Glenora. There are 42 place names on Cape Breton Island that have the word Glen in its name," said Lauchie MacLean, president of Glenora. "To us it seems pretty cut and dried." 

Only malt whisky distilled and matured in Scotland can legally be called "Scotch" and, although Glen Breton does not claim to be a "Scotch," the association says the Glen in its name has the same effect. 

The association filed in court more than 30 examples of Glen Breton being misdescribed in Canada as "Scotch," including liquor board price lists, newspaper articles, menus and Web sites. 

The Glen Breton label features a large, red maple leaf and the words "Canada's Only Single-Malt Whisky." 

For Glenora, the fight is not yet done. "As Winston Churchill once said, we'll fight them on the beaches, we'll fight them on the hills and -- I'll add -- we'll fight them in the glen," Mr. MacLean said. 

DISTILLERY GIVEN NEW LEASE OF LIFE

A mothballed northeast distillery that was built more than 130 years ago is to go back into production for the first time since 1986. The restart of whisky output from Glenglassaugh Distillery, near Portsoy, will create up to 20 new jobs and follow its acquisition by an investment consortium for 5 million pounds. Scaent Group, based in the Netherlands, expects it will take six or seven months to bring the site back to full working order. 

The distillery is owned by Edrington Group, the Scottish drinks company behind whisky brands such as The Famous Grouse, Cutty Sark, The Macallan and Highland Park. Glasgow-based Edrington revealed at the end of last year that it had received approaches which could lead to a formal offer for Glenglassaugh. The distillery had been mothballed several times since it was founded in 1875 and was last closed during a downturn in the whisky industry in the mid '80s. News of the planned restart comes amid soaring global demand for Scotland's national drink and follows a number of other announcements about disused distilleries either being expanded or going back into full-scale production. Recently Chivas Brothers said it was reopening its mothballed Braeval Distillery and extending its Glenlivet production plant. Drinks giant Diageo unveiled plans last year to develop Scotland's first major distillery for more than three decades in an attempt to capitalise on whisky's growing popularity. Work started recently on a 40 million pound plant at Roseisle in Moray – part of a total 100 million pound investment in whisky by Diageo.

Bacardi announced it was pouring more than 120 million pounds into expanding its Scotch whisky business. Blackwood Distillers Holdings is behind long running plans to build Shetland's first whisky distillery, while Edrington is building warehouses and bringing a stillhouse at The Macallan distillery on Speyside – mothballed in the early 1990s – back into service in a 40 million pound investment. Scaent, which received 2 million pounds of start-up funding, has appointed Scotch whisky expert Stuart Nickerson as managing director of its Glenglassaugh venture. The newly formed Glenglassaugh Distillery Company will initially sell older, remaining stocks with a longer term plan of exporting the brand to markets throughout the world. Mr. Nickerson said: "Glenglassaugh has the capacity of make 1 million litres of whisky a year and has high growth potential. The product will appeal to malt collectors, those on high disposal incomes and target markets including eastern Europe." Scaent's VP said: "We recognized that the Glenglassaugh Distillery had massive potential and was a perfect opportunity to bring a historic Scottish business back to life for future generations to enjoy."

SCOTCH WHISKY PRODUCING REGIONS

Malt whisky from scotch whisky distilleries can be grouped, or designated, in many different ways but a commonly used method is to group whiskies by the region of Scotland that they originate from. Slightly different regional definitions are designated by different people, but they tend to focus on the following six – Speyside, Highland, Lowland, Campbeltown, Island, Islay. 

Speyside: Speyside is the region in the North of Scotland which typically encompasses the Spey valley and is centred around the river Spey. This is the region of Scotland which has the largest concentration of working distilleries, perhaps the most well known being Glenfiddich, Glenlivet and Macallan. 

Highland: The Highland region is the largest geographic region and so contains one of the largest variations of whisky types within a region. It represents the area which covers an imaginary line on the mainland stretching from north of Glasgow on the west coast to north of Edinburgh on the east coast (excluding the Speyside region above – although it should be noted that some single malts from the Speyside area are labeled as “ Highland” malts. (Speyside can essentially be viewed as a “subset” of the Highland region) Highland malts cover brands varying from Glengoyne and Edradour in the heart of Scotland up to Glenmorangie and Old Pulteney in the North. 

Lowland: In contrast to the Highland region, the Lowland region covers everything on the mainland south of the imaginary line from north of Edinburgh and Glasgow down to the border with England (apart from Campbeltown below). Very few lowland distilleries are still in operation. Those remaining include Auchentoshan near Glasgow, Glenkinchie near Edinburgh and Bladnoch down in the Borders. 

Campbeltown: Campbeltown is often defined as a separate region in its own right even though there are so few working distilleries left in the region. It has its own category because of the importance that this region once had in the history of the scotch whisky industry. It once rivaled Speyside as a whisky producing region and the eponymous loch (Scottish word for lake) in the area is even the subject of a traditional Scottish folk song related to whisky which is basically based on the premise “Campbeltown Loch I wish you were whisky then I would drink you dry!” The most famous whisky from the region is Springbank which is an excellent single malt still manufactured by very traditional methods. It is one of the few distilleries, for example, which still employs traditional floor maltings. The Springbank single malt is not manufactured in large volumes and is highly regarded. 

Island: This category includes all distilleries which are situated on any one of the islands which surround Scotland to the North and West of the mainland apart from the island of Islay which has its own category (see below) Distilleries in this category include Highland Park up on the island of Orkney - the most northerly Scottish distillery - and Talisker on Skye down to the Isle of Arran distillery in the South West. 

Islay: The island of Islay is a small island off the west coast of Scotland with a tiny population yet it contains 7 working distilleries producing some of the most revered single malts. (8 if include Kilchoman .) 

Single malts from Islay are typically, but not always, “heavily peated.” Smoky/peaty single malts from the island include Ardbeg, Lagavulin and Laphroaig. Other peated whiskies from the island include Bowmore and Caol Ila while the “gentler” flavoured Islay malts include Bruichladdich and the wonderfully named Bunnahabhain.

N.B.: For the purpose of next month's exam we will be maintaining the areas as we travelled through them this past year.

LOWLAND,

SPEYSIDE,

WEST-NORTH HIGHLANDS,

EAST-SOUTH HIGHLANDS,

ISLANDS,

ISLAY

Reservation and cancellation policy
Our contract with the Officer's Mess Kitchen requires that we provide them seven (7) business days notice for them to guarantee accommodation for our requested numbers. Each month an invitation will be sent out to all members of the Society on the first day of the respective month in which the dinner will be held. To accommodate the Kitchen's needs and meet our contractual obligation with them, members are requested to respond to the emailed invitation two Fridays prior to the respective dinner to guarantee a seat at the dinner. After that all requests will be placed on a waitlist.

- For these individuals the process will be as follows, using next month's June dinner date as an example:

- Dinner invitations will be sent out Sunday June 1st, 2008. Please respond to me. I will then acknowledge your request for a seat. Please understand that if you do not hear from me there is no guarantee that a seat will be held for you at the respective dinner. In such circumstances (e.g., computer glitches) please e-mail me again or call (613-634-0397).

- Accommodation at the dinner will be guaranteed for a member who responds by Sunday June 8th, 2008 midnight. Anyone who asks to cancel their reservation between Monday June 8th, 2008 midnight and Monday June 16th, 2008 will be expected to pay for the dinner and scotch ($55). If a wait-listed member can replace the cancellation, then the member will not be asked to pay for their cancellation.

- Anyone who fails to attend the June 16th, 2008 dinner without having cancelled and been successfully replaced will be expected to pay for the dinner and scotch ($55).

- If a member asks to be included at the dinner between Monday June 8th, 2008 and Monday June 16th, 2008, your name will be accommodated on a first-come first-serve basis.

Membership Fees:              $25.00

Standard Dinner Fee:        $50.00   $55.00 (non-member)

Robbie Burns Dinner Fee: $50.00   $55.00 (non-member)

June BBQ Dinner Fee:       $55.00   $60.00 (non-member)

Dinner dates for KSMS 2008-2009

September 22, 2008

October 20, 2008

November 24, 2008

January 19, 2009

February 23, 2008

March 23, 2009

April 20, 2009

May 25, 2009

June 22, 2009

If you have any questions or comments please free to contact me.

Thank you for your understanding,

Roberto








