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Story of Mary (Taylor) Boyle


Story of Mary (Taylor) Boyle

This is a reconstruction of the life of Mary (Taylor) Boyle.
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1893 – Mary Taylor was born in Boulter, at the old Taylor place down by Uncle Jim’s shack.  The date was the 23rd of August, 1893.  She only had one given name because her father, Alexander Taylor, was determined that his own sister would be remembered in the name of one of his daughters.  After he was over-ruled twice by his wife and the two previous girls were given other names, he took matters into his own hands.  When the next female baby was born, he went to the registry office himself and gave her the one given name Mary.  When Mary’s mother, Marion (Stringer) Taylor, decided it was time to register their new daughter, Alex said don’t bother, her name is Mary.

· 1905 - She was 12 and her brother Henry was 4 when they moved to the Taylor house in Boulter.  

· 1909 - When Mary was sixteen they were desperate for a teacher in the Carlow school where Mary had recently graduated, and Mary agreed to teach there.  She taught her brothers and sisters Phoebe, Gertie, Henry and Andrew.  She taught all grades in the one-room school house.

· 1910 - After teaching for one year at Carlow, she went to high school in Renfrew where she attended the Renfrew Collegiate and Vocational Institute, and she boarded with Aunt Theresa and Uncle Jim Stringer.  When she came home during breaks, she would collect and take a bag of potatoes or vegetables back to Renfrew to pay for her keep, and she would help Aunt Theresa with housework.  She got her junior matriculation (grade 10) after two years (standard time), and this was enough to commend her for Normal School.
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While in high school Mary Taylor became involved in some sports.  In particular, she played basketball in Renfrew, and enjoyed playing against Charlotte Whitten, who was very short.  Charlotte Whitten eventually came to be the fiery Mayor of the City of Ottawa.

· 1912 - On completion of high school Mary went to Normal School (teacher’s college) in Madoc, Ontario, and got her teaching certificate.

· 1913 - Her first official job as a newly minted teacher was in Hawkesbury, towards Montreal.  She taught there for a year, before returning closer to home to teach.

· 1914 - Next she taught in Bangor, near Centreview, and boarded with the Boyle family in Centreview.  She taught Charlie and Gwen.  That’s when she first met Henry Boyle.

· War broke out and Henry enlisted and went to war.   His service number was 3059972.  Mary continued to teach and board with the Boyle’s for the next five years.  We are unsure exactly when they became engaged, but Henry and Mary planned to be married on Henry’s return from Europe.

· While Henry was in Europe his earnings were being sent to his family for safe-keeping, but they spent it on their own “needs”.  Mary found out that Henry’s money was being mis-spent and informed him, and he arranged that his salary would now be sent to a bank instead.  This was a source of bad feelings between Henry and his family, a breach that was never mended.  When he returned from war, Henry had a small nest-egg saved up for his marriage.  However, the Boyle brothers were somewhat upset that Mary had tattled on them, and they never really forgave her.  Henry and his family were effectively disinherited and cut off from the Boyle family.

· At some point in the war Henry Boyle suffered a ‘whiff of mustard gas’ which seriously damaged his lungs.  We presume that he must have been in a convalescent hospital before being sent home again.

· 1918 - We are not certain exactly when this exchange of a “bean pot” happened, but it was during this time before Mary married Henry.  Mary had need of a cooking pot large enough for one or two people, and Sarah Jane (Davis) Boyle, her future mother-in-law had several extras.  In particular, she had a smallish cooking pot which was too small for her family and had gone unused for a number of years, and she gave this pot to Mary with this story.  When she was about five years old, when her parents Joseph Henry Davis and Sarah Bolton had taken their family aboard ship to come to Canada from Ireland, they had been allowed only one small cooking pot for the family.  When they arrived in Canada, each member of the family was required to carry some of the family’s belongings off the ship.  The cooking pot was loaded with some small assortment of family stuff, and 5-year-old Sarah Jane Davis carried the cooking pot off the ship.  I (Garvin Boyle) have this small cooking pot, passed from Sarah to Mary to Phyllis and then to me.  This story tells me two things: Sarah Jane Davis was born in Ireland and not in Canada, and the family came to Canada when she was young.  I believe this story to be true, and any theory about the origins of the Davis family needs to be consistent with this story.

· 1919 - On his return from Europe, in the summer of 1919, Henry moved to Cobalt.  There Henry worked one year to earn money for a house, and Mary continued to teach in Bangor.  In Cobalt, Henry boarded with Ethel Price (his aunt).

· 1920 - He bought a house in Cobalt at 167 Lang street across from his relatives.  At that time there were Briscoes, Lendrums, Prices, Parchers, Taylors, and Boyles in Cobalt.  His new house was near several relatives, as follows:

· Henry’s aunt, Elizabeth Boyle, sister of John Henry Boyle, had married Aaron Parcher.  Aaron and Elizabeth lived in Cobalt, and Aaron eventually became the chief of police of Cobalt.  Aaron and Elizabeth had eight children, at least one of whom stayed on to live and work there.  Hazel Parcher married Alexander Craik, an immigrant from Scotland, who worked as a town policeman in Cobalt and, we believe, died in Cobalt in 1924.

· Another aunt, Ethel Boyle, had married James Price and moved to Cobalt.  They had one son, Garfield Price, who was born with spina bifida and was an invalid all of his life.  Ethel, James and Garfield lived at 168 Lang Street.  Henry boarded with Ethel and James while saving for his own house, and eventually purchased the house immediately across the street, at 167 Lang.
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Henry’s Great Uncle, Robert Boyle, had moved to Cobalt in 1906, and was working as hoistman in the JB-4 shaft of the LaRose mines.  He had a very large family, but he moved to Cobalt at the age of 58 when most of his family were all grown.  By the time Henry Boyle arrived, Robert would have been approximatly 70 years of age.  Robert  Boyle lived at 166 Lang Street, beside James and Ethel Price.

· Robert Boyle’s daughter, Ellener Stewart Boyle, married Francis Joseph Lendrum on 23 November 1914 in Cobalt.  They lived at 164 Lang Street.

· We also know that another of Robert’s daughters, Catherine Boyle, married James Graham Hood on 6 November 1922 in Cobalt when Catherine was about 29 years of age.

· Finally, we know that Robert’s youngest daughter, Henrietta Boyle, lived in Cobalt for some time.  She was 12 years of age when Robert moved to Cobalt, and would have been aged 24 when Henry moved there.

· There are a lot of pictures from this period of their lives.  

· Henry arranged for electrical connection of the house, and he plumbed the house, putting in a bathroom and other things, so his house was one of the first to have plumbing in Cobalt.  Henry then returned to Boulter to marry Mary.  
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They got married in September 1920 in Boulter, at the house of her parents, Alexander Taylor and Marion (Stringer) Taylor, and the day after the wedding they went to Cobalt.

· When they arrived in Cobalt, Henry saw the crowd of relatives waiting to greet them, and he said to Mary, “Let’s go to Hailybury and take the street car back”, and they did.  They left the passel of relatives awaiting them expectantly on the railway platform, only to be disappointed.  When the Price’s saw the lights on in the Boyle house that evening, they thought someone was burglarizing the place.  They were surprised to find the new couple home.

· Henry at some point did substantial carpentry work on the house.  The house was on stilts, backing onto Galbraith Street.  He built a complete basement apartment below the house and rented it out.
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He worked in the mines at first, probably at the LaRose mines.  He also did plumbing, carpentry, and cobbler work.

· Mary tutored children for a while.  

· 1921 - Edgar John Taylor Boyle arrived on 23 September 1921, at which time Mary devoted her time to motherhood.

· 1922 - During the great fire of Hailybury in 1922 Henry was at home.  He put all of the women and children into his vehicle and took them to Lake Temiscaming (we think it was this lake).  They were to duck under the water if the fire came close.  The men all stayed with their homes to fight fires if need be.  The fire did not reach Cobalt.

· Often during the summer the women and children were taken to Lake Latchford, where they set up tents and camped and swam.  In the evening, after a day’s work, Henry would drive the men to Lake Latchford where they would relax, have supper, and then he would drive them back to Cobalt to sleep and get ready for the next day.  We have a lot of pictures of these lakeside campings.
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1926 - Henry had a stroke the spring of the year Phyllis was born.  He then stopped working in the mine and drove the truck for the Taylor hardware store, and transported the ‘steels’ for sharpening.  Each drilling machine used long steel drill bits which had to be sharpened regularly.  He transported the dull bits to the hardware store, and transported the sharpened bits back to the mine.

· 1926 – Phyllis was born 25 July 1926 in Cobalt.  

· Phyllis recalls that she had ‘brown’ shoes, because boys were supposed to have black shoes and girls were to have white shoes.  But there were no white shoes in Cobalt, having no white material available, Mary made her brown shoes as a compromise.

· 1927 - Henry and Mary left Cobalt in the spring of 1927 when he was diagnosed with tuberculosis.  He was sent to a TB sanitorium in Gravenhurst (which is now used for training working dogs).

· Mary visited him as often as possible but had to wave from afar.  During this difficult time she lived in Boulter with her parents, Alex and Marion.

· 1928 - Henry Laurie Boyle died of tuberculosis in the spring of 1928.  Mary’s father, Alex Taylor, died that same spring.

· Mary then went to live, for about two years, with her sister Agnes on the Campbell farm outside of Sand Point, and Edgar went to school with Sandy (Alexander) Campbell at the SS No 7 school, just down the back road from the farm.

· 1930 - Mary eventually bought the house in Sand Point in April or May of 1930 from a Billy McNeil.  She had a garden up on the hill on land loaned to her by Aunt Marion McLean.  Marion was a stringer who married a McPherson and had a son James McPherson.  On the death of her first husband she married a Mr McLean but had no children by him.  Mary maintained that garden at the back of the McLean / McPherson property until she moved her family to Ottawa during the war.
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Mary found a lot of ways to feed her family during the difficult days of the 1930s.  She raised goats, pigs, and chickens, and kept bees in bee hives.  She planted plum trees, apple trees, grapes, and a variety of berries.  Also, she collected wild apples, cherries, grapes, raspberries, blackberries and strawberries.  From the garden she preserved many kinds of pickled vegetables, and she had a very large ‘root cellar’ in which large stores of root vegetables could be kept over the winter.

· Mary would often buy strange seeds to try them out.  She would share flower and vegetable seeds with Agnes, her sister.  They would each order packets of seeds, plant half, and give the other half to the other person.  Between them Mary and Agnes were responsible for having the first peanut known to be grown in Sand Point.  They also learned to eat and enjoy vegetable spaghetti squash.

· During the 1930s, when unemployment was high and paid work was hard to find, many people took to ‘riding the rails’ across Canada in the search for work.  These men came to be known as ‘hobos’.  Eventually the word hobo came to be negative, but these were decent but desperate men forced to look far and wide for work to support themselves and their families.  

· Mary’s house became known to hobos as a place to get hot tea and a sandwich.  Mary would not invite them in, but would ask them to stand and wait on the verandah.  She would then ask for their bottle, wash it, and fill it with clear tea and sugar.  She would also make them a sandwich with whatever she had available.  Because there was a steep grade on the rail line in front of her house, all trains had to slow down on their passage by her door.  This gave the itinerant men the opportunity to disembark the train, be fed, and catch the next train.  Phyllis remembers such visitors arriving day or night hoping for a meal.

· 1930s – Life in Sand Point during the 1930s was odd.  The village was divided roughly in half, with protestants occupying the east half of the village, and catholics occupying the west half.  Relationships were cordial enough, but there was a clear division.  For example, sometimes the children of the village, having nothing better to do, would gather around the limestone quarry where there were lots of chunks of rock to be had.  The catholics and protestants would each line up along their own edge of the quarry, and throw rocks at each other.  Mary had received help from both catholics and protestants during these years as a widowed mother, and had an odd attitude.  In her later years, she always had strong words of disapproval for anyone who was ‘Dogan’ (Catholic), or French, and would often warn you to be careful about such people.  However, she was generous and welcoming to each and every person that visited her, and rarely said anything bad about any of the people she knew that happened to fall within the boundaries of her warnings.

· Edgar recalled the year 1937 very well.  He was sixteen at the time.  The previous year tent caterpillars had been very numerous, so much so that by the end of the summer they had eaten most of the leaves off of most of the trees.  In the spring of 1937 there was an exceptionally large crop of moths that layed eggs in dozens of places on every tree.  When the time came for the caterpillers to emerge, they quickly ate every leaf off of every tree.  When the food ran out, the caterpillers started to wander in search of more food, but, of course it was all gone.  For a couple of weeks the ground was covered with wandering hungry caterpillars.  Each morning caterpillars would have to be removed from the house, and swept off of the outside of the doors when first opened.  As mentioned before, there was a relatively steep grade on the tracks in front of the house in Sand Point.  The trains would stop at the station, and then when they started again they would only slowly pick up speed.  In the spring of 1937, Edgar recalls that there were so many caterpillars on the tracks that the drive wheels of the engines would spin on the rails, greased by the bodies of the dying caterpillars, as the engines tried to get the trains moving.

· 1938 - Bob Taylor, Mary’s brother, and his wife Eva (Star) Taylor were living in Nicholson Siding and Bob became seriously ill.  Just after Christmas of 1938 when his daughter Pheobe was 5 months old or so, he moved to Sand Point to live with Mary while going to see Dr Yates for treatment of an apparent intestinal disease.  Eva had also been ill, and Dr Yates told Bob to bring her down too, and she took treatments until some time in August of 1939.  He then put her into the hospital for an hysterectomy.  

· Dr Yates is a truly interesting character.  He was a practitioner of the art of ‘radionics’, having a machine which diagnoses an illness by detecting ‘radionic frequency’ emmisions of the diseased body part, and then broadcasting those frequencies to correct the illness.  Uncle Bob Taylor was cured of his intestinal illness by such ‘radionic frequencies’ as well as a monthly course of grapefruit juice and olive oil.  Eva was cured of her illness by twelve months of radionic frequencies, followed by an hysterectomy.  Over the next twenty years a number of people in the extended family went to see Dr Yates for a variety of difficult problems.  For example, Phyllis saw him for abcesses on her kidney and liver, which Dr Yates disolved using radionics.  Edgar had a streptococcal infection behind his eyes (he was 42 at the time) and was going blind, and Dr Yates cured it using radionics.  Auntie Bella Taylor and others came to Visit Mary and see Dr Yates. 

· One day shortly after Uncle Bob’s family came to live in Sand Point, Mary could not find the young Jack Taylor.  He was five years old at the time.  She looked everywhere, and called his name loudly many times.  She enlisted a number of others to look for him.  Eventually he was found playing in an alcove where he could not be easily seen.  When asked if he had heard them calling, he said he had.  When asked why he did not answer, he could not, or would not, say.  Mary decided that she had too many other things to worry about, and could not keep track of a youngster who was not co-operating.  She therefore enrolled him in school.  When Eva heard this she was upset, because she had wanted to be there on his first day of school.

· 1939 - During 1939 and 1940 Bob, Eva, Jack, young Bob and Phoebe (i.e. Betty) were living with Mary, Edgar and Phyllis.  In the fall of 1939, after going to university in Toronto and making a trip to Europe, Eunice Rogers (Eva’s daughter from a previous marriage) also came to live in Sand Point.  

· Each day Eunice took a train to Taber’s Business College in Carleton Place to learn typing and short hand.  At first she expected that dinner would be held until she arrived on the evening train, at approximately 6:00 PM.  The children found it hard to wait so long.  Eventually, dinner was served at 5:00 PM per previous practice, and Eunice was fed when she got home.

· Prior to the arrival of Eunice, Phoebe went by the name of Phoebe.  Eunice felt that ‘Phoebe’ was too much of an old-fashioned name for a young girl, and insisted that everyone call her by her other name ‘Betty’.  Old habits die hard, and for the rest of the time that Mary’s and Bob’s families shared residence she went by both names.  This explains, however, why Mary’s notes and writings about her family consistently call her Phoebe, and why I (Garvin) grew up thinking there were two similar sisters in that family.

· Eunice Rogers married Eric Burton and is the mother of Caroline Burton, et al, of Braeside.

· 19xx - One summer Edgar worked on the farm with Uncle Joe Boyle near Centreview.  Edgar bicycled from Sand Point to Centreview, and when the summer was done, bicycled home again.

· 19xx - One winter Edgar worked with Uncle George Boyle taking logs from the bush.

· 1940 - When Edgar was going to high school (circa. 1936-1940) during winters, he went to Arnprior and District High School by train, but had to run from home to the Sand Point station, and from the Arnprior station to the school, and then the same in reverse at the end of the day.  When he went to war it was time for Phyllis to go to high school, and Mary thought it was too difficult for her to get to school that way in the dead of winter.  So during winters they moved in to Arnprior to an apartment above the gospel hall, on Elgin between Daniel and John streets.  They lived there for the three years 1940 through 1942 during the winter, returning to Sand Point for the spring, summer and fall.  

· Morris Gibson came from Lakefield as a lay minister for the Gospel Hall, but was not well supported.  Morris and Mary Gibson were also in need of a place to live, so they moved in to the other half of the same flat above the church, and they built another partition for the extra bed.

· 1942 - I’m not exactly sure in which year Roy Gibson was born, but he is now 66 (as of 2008).  That would put his birth about 1942.  Morris and Mary Gibson’s first son, Roy Gibson, was born in Mary’s house in Sand Point.  When Mary (Taylor) Boyle and Phyllis, her daughter,  moved back to Sand Point, Morris and Mary Gibson were often there in Sand Point.

· Roy was born in June when Morris was away preaching in Boulter with Auntie Bella and grandma(?).  Roy was not due to be born until August.  Sandy Campbell often came to eat the midday meal at the Boyle household.  During lunch one day someone, probably Sandy, told a joke, Mary Gibson laughed and her water broke.  Roy was born early as a blue baby.  At first Mary Gibson was in serious condition, and the doctor thought that Roy was dead.  However, with some effort, he was revived and then handed over to Mary Boyle to look after, because Mary Gibson was unwell.  He was two months premature, and could not swallow.  Mary Boyle would massage his throat to get him to swallow milk.  Roy was born with a displaced shoulder, which the doctor fixed after a few days, when Mary Boyle noticed it. 

· 1941 - ? – At that time, when Bob’s family was living with Mary Boyle’s family, it was decided, as per usual custom, that Mary Boyle would go to Boulter to celebrate her birthday with her brothers and sisters.  It was decided to rent the use of a truck to make the trip, and a farmer with a suitable vehicle was hired to provide the transportation.  Unfortunately, the truck was an old one, and the roads between Sand Point and Boulter were very hilly.  With the farmer, Mary, Phyllis, Bob, Eva, and the kids all on board, the truck was unable to make it up the steeper hills.  However, with a lightened load, the truck had enough power to top the hills IF IT WAS DRIVEN UP BACKWARDS.  So, each time the truck stalled partway up a hill, everybody got out, the truck was turned about, and Mary, Phyllis and Bob pushed the truck backwards up the hill.  As if this was not enough of a trial, the truck got a flat tire.  They had to jack up the truck, remove the tire’s inner tube, find the hole, patch it, put the tire together, re-inflate it, and put it back on the truck.  Eva had a peculiar quirky behaviour.  When she decided to do something she could not be disuaded until she had completed the act.  When the truck was jacked up, she decided to sit in it, to the great dismay of the farmer.  All rushed to stabilize the truck so it would not fall off of the jack, but no amount of talking could convince Eva not to climb into the truck.  Until she was in it!  Then she got out again.

· 1943 - ? - Mary and Phyllis lived in Sand Point for two summers, and in Anprior two winters.  The next year Mary went to teach in Purdy.  Miss Farmer that lived in Combermere taught in Bangor.  Mary, who was now about 50 years of age, found it difficult to walk the five or six kilometres from Bangor to the Purdy school morning and evening.  So, in the spring, Miss Farmer and Mary traded places.  Mary boarded with Mrs Parcher (formerly a Hoare) Sid Parcher’s mother, then she changed and boarded with Aunt Ruth Boyle (Because Sid Parcher’s mother had become sick).  Phyllis boarded with the Gibsons that winter.  

· 1943 - Then a woman from Ottawa rented a house on lower street in Sand Point in the summer, and bought honey from Mary Boyle.  She informed Mary of the means to apply for a government job, which she got working on war bonds.

· 1943 - When Phyllis was boarding with the Gibsons, Marjorie Perdue (Edgar’s future wife) came to visit Phyllis.  Sandy heard about the visit and offered to take Phyllis and Marjorie up to the Campbell farm for a weekend visit.  Unfortunately, Agnes did not know they were coming, and she had not put on fire for company.  The front bedroom was never slept in, and so possibly Agnes did not know how cold it was.  Phyllis and Marj were frozen, and had to wear their outside coats to bed.  The pee in the bed pot froze solid right to the bottom.  They talked and laughed about this episode for some years after.

· 1943 - Phyllis had her junior matric and went to Ottawa and took the comptometer course (a machine with keys 10 digits by ll colums).  It was a mechanical adding and multiplication machine.  She worked at ‘Continental Paper’ for a year and a half before they moved to Montreal.  She then went to work for E.B.Eddy who wanted comptometer operators, and she worked there for 40 years.

· The stories of Edgar’s and Marjorie’s early lives are written elsewhere.
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1947 – Auntie Bella Taylor had a cancer on her nose.  She took the train from Barry’s Bay to Ottawa to live temporarily with Mary (Taylor) Boyle and her family, and to see Dr Yates.  His treatment involved “electric plates”.  About that time Mary and Phyllis were boarding with the Howwitts at 521 McLeod Street.  Mary slept on a pull-out couch in the kitchen, and Phyllis slept on cushions under the table in the kitchen.

· 1948 - Mary and Phyllis were living in a bedroom with the Cliffords in Ottawa on Glendale Avenue.  When Ed and Marj came home in November of 1948, Mary filled out an application to get an apartment.  One came up on Nicholas Avenue, and the four of them got an apartment on the ground floor.  Ed and Marj had a davenport in the kitchen, and Phyllis and Mary each had one in the living room.  They rented the furniture.

· 1970 ?? – Edgar and Sandy both took responsibilities in the church.  Sandy had responsibility to ensure that there was bread available each Sunday for the ‘breaking of the bread’ ceremony.  One day Sandy decided that they should not buy a loaf of bread each week, and bought three or four and froze them.  Each Saturday they would take one out, and thaw it for Sunday church.  One week they forgot to thaw it, and come Sunday morning Bessie put it into the microwave to thaw it.  In church, when it was time to ‘break bread’ it could not be broken, because it was rock hard.  Sandy asked Ed to help, but it could not be  broken.  It might be the only Sunday in the history of that church that no bread was broken.

· 19xx – When James McPherson passed away and the house beside the Boyle’s house was empty, the Gibson family moved in for a while.  The friendship between the two families was immense.  Eventually a friendly rivalry started to develop between Mary Boyle and Morris Gibson, who both enjoyed a mild practical joke.  One day when Mary was preparing her morning cup of tea, she poured hot water into a china tea pot, and the tea pot issued a loud ‘cracking’ noise.  Her grandson, Garvin Boyle, was present at the time of the breakage, and he saw a side of Mary that she seldom allowed free reign.  When she was later washing the pot, she noticed a crack in the china around the bottom of tea pot.  With little effort, she was able to knock the bottom out of the tea pot.  For some reason Garvin tried to place the bottom back onto the pot, noted the good fit, and suddenly Mary got a mischievous gleam in her eye.  Garvin was sent to the Gibson’s with an invitation to Morris to come over for tea the next morning, which he cheerfully accepted.  Mary was careful to set the tray with the broken (but apparently normal) tea pot near Morris, then completed her usual routine of pouring in the water and adding the tea bags.  She then asked Morris if he would mind pouring the tea.  Of course, when he lifted the pot, the bottom fell out.  Mary made a brief show of distress at the loss of her pot, to Morris’ chagrin, until she couldn’t control her laughter.  She laughed about that event for many years after.

Mary’s Work on the Family Tree

· Mary (Taylor) Boyle started collecting historical records at about the age of fifteen.  We have a copy of the Carlow SS#1 school records dating back to 1907 in her handwriting.

· She maintained a photo album starting about that date, with many pictures from the happy years spent in Cobalt.

· Mary started working on her family tree at some time during the 30s or early 40s.  By 1948 she had a binder containing 130 pages of family tree data containing an estimated 2,600 names.  In that binder she traced her ancestry back to the Taylors, Stringers, McAllisters and Forests, and she compiled information about the offspring of each of those distant namesake ancestors.  She also maintained a family tree of her husband Henry’s line including the Boyles and Davises.  She decided to make a copy for each of her brothers and sisters (or their families), and so typed all 130 pages on a pad of ten pages with nine sheets of carbon paper between them.  She would hit each key with enough force to imprint all ten copies.  It was truly a Herculean task.  Those first copies were mailed out in 1948.

· In the early sixties Mary was still working on ‘updates’ to her family tree.  She would work into the evening many nights, writing to relatives and reading letters from them, making changes and additions to her binder.  In 1965, when Garvin was fifteen, he recalls she mailed out a new set of updates for her family tree, as he was given the job of folding and licking while Mary wrote addresses, then he was charged with delivery to the post office.

· She continued her correspondence about family tree issues well into the 70s.  When she passed away, her correspondence was left in storage, where she had kept it, in the bottom of a pull-out chesterfield.  It would have contained about 25 cubic feet of paper.  Unfortunately, squirrels thought this would be a good place to build a nest, and they shredded the entire cache.  All of her original letters and notes were destroyed.

· When Garvin later took up his own interest in family trees, he was deeply saddened to learn that so much family lore had been lost.

· There now remains one known copy of the 1948 production (all four trees), with hand-written updates, and one known copy of the 1965 production (Taylor tree only).  

· Garvin expanded on his grand-mother’s work in 1985 when he published the “Boyle Bull”, developing the Boyle and Davis trees more fully.
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