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UNIT I (1491-1607) Ch. 1 Student Outline– A New World of Many Cultures 

 

 
 

1. Describe	the	similarities	and	differences	between	the	three	highly	developed	native	populations	in	the	time	
before	Columbus	–	

a. Mayas:	
	
	

b. Aztecs:	
	
	

c. Incas:	
	
	

2. Describe	how	each	of	the	following	adapted	to	their	environments	and	how	that	contributed	to	their	varying	
lifestyles	–		

a. Southwest	settlements:	
	
	

b. Northwest	settlements:	
	
	

c. Great	Plains:	
	
	

d. Midwest	Settlements:	
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e. Northeast	Settlements:	

	
	

f. Atlantic	Seaboard	settlements:	
	
	

3. Explain	how	each	of	the	following	impacted	Europe’s	move	toward	exploration	–		
a. Major	improvements	in	technology:	

	
	

b. Protestant	Reformation:	
	
	

c. Economic	incentive:	
	
	

d. Competition	among	nation-states:	
	
	

4. What	was	Christopher	Columbus’	goal?		Explain	how	his	discovery	was	a	success	and	a	failure?	
	
	
	
5. Describe	what	the	Columbus	Exchange	was	–		

	
6. Explain	the	impact	of	the	Columbus	Exchange	on	BOTH	–		

a. Old	World:	
	
	

b. New	World:	
	
	

7. Explain	the	impact	of	Spanish	exploration	and	conquest	in	the	context	of	–		
a. Image	of	conquistadores:	

	
	
	

b. The	Encomienda	System:	
	
	

8. Identify	early	territorial	claims	(may	be	more	than	one	location)	of	each	of	the	following:	
a. Spanish:	

	
b. English:	

	
c. French:	

	
d. Dutch	

	
e. Describe	the	similarities	and	differences	between	these	land	claims	–		
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9. Compare	and	contrast	the	treatment	of	Native	Americans	by	each	of	the	following	groups	–		

a. Spanish:	
	
	

i. Explain	WHY	the	Spanish	responded	to	Natives	in	this	way	–		
	
	

b. English:	
	
	

i. Explain	WHY	the	English	responded	to	Natives	in	this	way	–		
	
	

c. French:	
	

i. Explain	WHY	the	French	responded	to	Natives	in	this	way	–		
	

d. Explain	how	the	Native	American	response	to	European	policy	would	eventually	lead	to	their	
ultimate	subordination	–		
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Answer	the	multiple-choice	questions	by	writing	the	correct	answer	in	the	spaces	below:	
1.		
2.		
3.		

4.		
5.		
6.		

7.		
8.		
9.		
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Please	answer	Short	Answer	#4	in	the	spaces	below:	

	


