Through our faith and the grace of God we have peace. Peace is not a place
it is a state of mind that we only attained through our faith in God. It is not having
the storms calm around us it is being at peace in the storm with our God at our
side. No peace talks and no political agenda would settle conflicts of the human
heart in Jesus’ time or in our present day with all its struggles, religious conflicts,
and political disagreements. Only the Prince of Peace can answer our prayers. The
answer is clear. God could have created whatever He desired, but He made a
deliberate choice. His son was born the way He was because it was part of a divine
plan. Who are we to question it?

Joyce and I were in line at Duncan and the car ahead of us had a bumper
sticker that read,” When the power of love, overcomes the love of power, there will
be Peace.” Well I investigated where this statement came from and you may be
surprised to find out it was out of the mouth of Jimi Hendrix. God demands this
Christmas as with all other Christmas’s that we stop hating and start loving; stop
being a tale bearer and start being a peacemaker. Stop being a lukewarm,
compromising Christian take charge of the Grace you have been given and start
serving the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and body. Remember to get your
Sunday right! It is Gods day, not ours. Our baby in the manager has grown up. He
is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He will be coming again in the clouds of
heaven, with power and great glory. This is the real meaning of Christmas. This is
the true spirit and the secret of peace and goodwill.

May the peace and love of God be with you,

Rev. Walter Coy

And he will be called
 Wenderful Counselin,
™ Mighty God

Joyful Noiz
December 17,2021~ J anuary 14,2022 Newsletter

7] ) 5
o '
s ” ®

Beaause» Y0u are.my, help
I siny in-the shadow of Your

; *wwqu

)
]

Y§alm 63 f

# E
Z10n Umted Church of Chrlst
139 North Fifth Street
Steubenville, OH 43952

Church Phone: (740) 282-1793
Church Fax: (740) 314-5452

Rew., Walter Coy, Pastor

E-mail: church.zionucc@gmail.com
Web address: www.zionuccsteubenville.com

No matter who you ate ot whete you ate on life's journey, you

aze welcome here.


http://www.zionuccsteubenville.com/

WHAT’S GOING ON AT ZION?

WWW. zmnuccsteubenvnle com

God. is still spea/:uny

UNITED CHURCH 4
OF CHRI

IN OUR CIRCLE OF PRAYER
Bill Bertram, Dakota Miller, Marlene Rhueff, Elaine Panyi, Pat & John Loyszczyk (Renea
Hunt’s parents), Alan Hunt (Dave Hunt’s dad)

»1f you would like to be remembered in prayer or know of someone who would appreciate
being included in this list, please contact the church office.

PASTOR COY
If you would like to meet with Pastor Coy, please make an appointment with the church
office at 740-282-1793. If you would like to get a hold of Pastor Coy directly, his cell
number is 330-301-0551. Pastor Coy has office hours Mon, Wed, & Thurs.

CHRISTMAS EVE
This year we will be having a Christmas Eve service at Noon on Friday, December 24,
2021. We will not be open Sunday, December 26.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
The 2022 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick up on December 19tk, If anyone
desires envelopes and has not received them in the past, please contact the church office
and they will be made available to you.

COUNCIL MEETING
The next council meeting will be January 9, 2022 after worship.

SHUT-INS CHRISTMAS VISITATIONS
Pastor and Joyce Coy will be trying to visit our shut-ins the week before Christmas. Those
visited will be offered communion, given a copy of the Upper Room, and a basket of
goodies, including tissues, lotion, hard candy, etc... Last year, all those who received
baskets were extremely appreciative!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Council has chosen January 30 for our annual congregational meeting. Please have all
reports in by January 16, then the annual reports will ready January 23.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the staff, Pastor & Joyce Coy,
John Diekmann, Renea & Sirius Hunt,and Tom Kaufmann & Council!

Pastor's Pen

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”
Hebrews 11:1

Believing in what God demands from us, knowing that it is right and true!

As I get older I realize that God knows my heart before my feelings get
there. I know that God expects certain things from all of us. There are rules to live
by and if you live by those rules your life will be better on earth and magnificent
with our God in heaven. So why is there a problem? Why is it so hard for us to
follow His rules? Look at all He has done for us. Beauty everywhere we look,
possibilities every day of our lives, and a risen Savior to help us on our journey.
Here is another Christmas Holiday and the story is the same. Baby Jesus is born in
the wonderful journey that God designed. Since none of us were there our faith is
needed to believe the story. It is not a perfect story because in comes the devil
who infiltrates people and tries to change the outcome. Jesus became our brother
to destroy the Devil and the power he holds in our lives and even in death. As
humans we take the miracle of the baby Jesus and in comes Santa, shopping for
people and anything else that takes away from the true meaning of Christmas. If
none of us went into a store this Christmas, the Christmas story, Jesus being born,
would still have taken place. I understand the story and how we got to this point
from Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem, Jesus being born, the wise men,
and all the evil that was taking place all around them. From the moment an angel
visited Mary our lives were changing. Jesus’ life from birth to the cross is all about
God’s love for us. God knew that we would not be able to handle all that He had
blessed us with. He knew our lives would get out of control. He knew if we were to
survive we would need redemption. He knew we would not follow His rules we
would change them in our human way just like our traditions of Christmas. Jesus
became human flesh so He could share in our humanity so that by his death he
might destroy him who holds the power of death--- the devil. It is one of the great
mysteries of God that the Son of God, Jesus needed to become the Son of Man-
human to save us all from the devil and death You can’t look at the birth of Jesus
without feeling His brutal death on the cross. Our humanness takes us to the
courtyard as we are part of the crowd yelling Crucify him. Now comes in Grace.
Who doesn’t need grace in their lives? The grace of God! Grace is an unmerited gift
from a giving God. Grace is something we need but we don’t deserve. If we got
what we deserved, we would all be lost. But God does not give us what we
deserve. He gives us what we need—Grace.



