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“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany                           January 22, 2023 
 

                
 

Service of Holy Communion 

9:30 am 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We invite you to join us regularly for worship and in a variety of 

activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we welcome you; if you 

are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry among us.  Our order of 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn 

more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a 

break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either 

stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.  
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

Communion will be by distributed by individual disposable cup. The communicant stands 

before the Pastor to receive the bread, then receives the cup of wine held by the assisting minister. 

Grape juice is also available (wine is red/ grape juice colorless). Gluten-free communion wafers 

are available upon request.  Simply tell the pastor at the time of communion. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.            (Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
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 Sunday January 22, 2023 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 

kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see 

this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 

sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy 

table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s 

grace and mercy. 

 

Stand 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 

 forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. (stand/kneel) 

 

P Holy One, source of our renewal,  

C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 

 We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 

 For the sake of the world you so love,  forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 

 another for the glory of your holy name. 

C Amen. 

 

P Thus says our God: 

 “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy 

 makes us new.  We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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ENTRANCE  HYMN ELW #520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us 

 into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross 

 of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
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Sit 

HYMN OF THE MONTH          ELW#574                                  Here I AM Lord  
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A A reading from Isaiah. 
 

FIRST READING            Isaiah 9:1-4 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military 

forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled 

appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because 

God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 
 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                                 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

The LORD is my light and my salvation. (Ps. 27:1) 
 

 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up-on a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and 

make music to the LORD.  
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  
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A  A reading from 1 Corinthians 
 

SECOND READING       1 Corinthians 1: 10-18  

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. 

Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. 

Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s 

salvation. 

 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 

mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are 

quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to 

Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ 

been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 

God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were 

baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 

whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 

gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 

power. 

 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 4th Chapter 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

   

GOSPEL                      Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He 

proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth 

and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that 

what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately 

they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

SERMON                   
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Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #798  Will You Come and Follow Me 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work 

 together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World 

 Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation (other ecumenical ministries in 

 which the congregation takes part may be named). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 

 Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. 

 Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor 

 in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us 

 leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities 

 to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and 

 lonely. (Especially we pray for . . . .) Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community 

 (neighboring congregations may be named). Nurture each congregation’s unique witness 

 to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. 

 Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. 

 Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your 

 promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 

 in Christ crucified. 

C Amen. 

 



 15 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 
 

Sit 

OFFERING                         Second Sunday: Barnyard Boxes –ELCA Good Gifts 
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 

The  plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time 
 

OFFERING HYMN              ELW #184                        Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

 Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 

 and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 

 Jesus our Savior, 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

 in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

 and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them 

to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to 

each communicant: 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say "Amen." 
 

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the 

communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you 

the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.  Simply tell 

the pastor at the time of communion.   If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the 

assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.  

SILENT MEDITATION 
While others are receiving communion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music. 
 

Stand 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

 Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

C Amen  
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BLESSING 

P The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

 strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN ELW #866 We Are Marching in the Light of God 

  

 We are marching in the light of God, 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching in the light of God, 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

 we are marching in the light of God. 

 

Additional stanzas ad lib: 

 We are dancing . . . 

 We are praying . . . 

 We are singing . . . 

 

 

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 

Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 

 

SENDING 

A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus  

C Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Property Chair: Gene Stockford-Shively 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Martin Morrison, Joe Painter, Sue Risk 

and Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

Supply Pastor: Rev. Martha Reid 

Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein  

Ushers: Sue Risk and Earl Williams 

Coffee Hour:  Sue Risk              Next Week: Amy Otterbein & Norma Ludlow 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Thomas Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Terry Vear and Sue Risk 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given to the Glory of God.  

 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 
                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

 

 


