Welcome to- Messian Lutiheran
R 3rd Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God...

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

GATHERING SONG: “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” ELW 324

KYRIE: (spoken)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

RESPONSE: “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” — ELW 335
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

GREETING and PRAYER:
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray:

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from
the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7
'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the lIsraelites

journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” *But the people thirsted
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?” *So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall | do with this people?
They are almost ready to stone me.” SThe LORD said to Moses, “Go on
ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be standing
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of
the elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the
Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or
not?”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95

'O come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3For the LORD is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.

“In his hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are his also.

SThe sea is his, for he made it,

and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

50 come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

"For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand.

O that today you would listen to his voice!



GOSPEL VERSE: Holy Communion Setting 3, page 142
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GOSPEL: John 4:5-30, 39

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 4th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground

that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and
Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) “The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) '°Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” ""The woman said to him, “Sir,
you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? '°Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well,
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” "*Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, "“but those who
drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that
I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life.” "*The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

5Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” '"The
woman answered him, “| have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; "*for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” "*The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 2°Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
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people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ?'Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ?You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. *But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. ?*God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” °The woman said to him, “| know that Messiah is coming” (who is
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” *°Jesus
said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

2Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why
are you speaking with her?” ?Then the woman left her water jar and went
back to the city. She said to the people, **“Come and see a man who told
me everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can
he?” **They left the city and were on their way to him.

*Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON SONG: “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” ELW 777

SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.



OFFERING

OFFERTORY SONG: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” - ELW Service Music 186
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OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God of grace, in Christ you give springs of water that overflow to
eternal life. Your love and hope refresh our weary hearts and minds!
Open our eyes to see new possibilities in mission and ministry. Direct
these offerings so that your goodness spills out to heal a hurting
world. We ask this through Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS:
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

God, we praise you for the gift of planet earth and the variety of life teeming
across its oceans, forests and prairies. Give our generation the will to be
good stewards of the environment, treasuring the good gifts you've given
us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord, we thank you for the multitude of languages spoken on earth and the
rich diversity of cultures. We pray for all who long for war and disaster to
cease; we pray for countries recovering from famine and earthquakes.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Lord, come to the aid of those who need an extra measure of your gracious
presence. Heal their pain, mend their brokenness, take away their sorrow,
lift them out of their troubles, and relieve their burdens.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord God, great is your faithfulness to us. Show us how to live faithfully as
your church. Help us make good decisions and be united in your Spirit.
Bless our church council leaders and lay leaders who work with such
passion and commitment. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For your blessings upon this family of faith, that we continue to dream
dreams, sing new songs, and be a sign of your living presence in the world,
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

SENDING SONG: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ELW 807

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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