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September 13, 2020
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Thomas Darr, Pastor 717-320-3642

Vickie Kissinger, Director of Music, Organist

717-445-5505  office@sjclutheran.org / website www.sjclutheran.org
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY      In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE            Prelude on “St. Denio”   Welsh tune                               Gerald Peterson
C      Please respond to the portions of the service in bold print. 
GATHERING SONG
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and s1 - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing,  thou rul - est in might;
in all Iife thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see

| P - ﬁ
O — :
7 ] e e —
' [

Ne | | |

e ———— :

Qg — T o T3 . s =
al - might -y, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains  of good - ness and love.
and with - er and  per - ish, but naught chang-eth thee.
"tis on - ly the splen-dor  of light hid - eth  thee!
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Greeting

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                                                                                                              C    And also with you.
P    You are the treasured people of the Lord,                                                                              C    a people holy to the Lord our God.                                                                                       P    Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.                                      C    Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.                                                                                                         P    One does not live by bread alone,                                                                                          C    but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
SCRIPTURE SONG
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev- er and ev - er.
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just and true are your ways, O Rul - er of all the na- tions.
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Who can fail to hon- or you, Lord, and sing the glo-ry of your name?
n ' [ ———
) A I T | | | N | | | | | Y Y Y
'Ir\“ LV- T | | | | J ?~ 0 P 1/ | l\/ P | | | | Itlf
y— s ; ™ i £ s
& —

o
Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev- er and ev - er.
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M For you a - lone are the Ho - ly One. All
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na - tions will draw near and wor - ship be - fore you,
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for your just and ho - ly works have been re - vealed.
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev- er and ev - er.




Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you.
P    Let us pray together.    O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, we may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
FIrst Lesson:    GENESIS 50:15-21
A reading from Genesis, the 50th chapter.
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON:    Romans 14:1-12
A reading from Romans, the 14th chapter.
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”  
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all glo - ry to you!
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all praise to  you!
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Our hearts burn with - in us while you o- pen to us the Scrip- tures.
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all praise to  you!




Gospel:    MATTHEW 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.    Glory to you, O Lord.

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ.
SPECIAL MUSIC             Medley     -      Soloist  -  Bonnie McCoy
SERMON                          
HYMN OF THE DAY
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Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.

Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842

Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

0]
)’ A 1 |
b | | | I | | O
o 4 <4 . ===
J flt o o o ﬁ o g % s 4 o
= I
1 Where char -1 - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a- mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each  oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen- tle - ness.
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Response to the WORD
P    In Ch rist, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.                                               C    We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
P    Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.                                                                               C    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
       I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary.                                                                                                                He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.                                                                                            He descended into hell.
   On the third day he rose again.                                                                                    
                                 He ascended into heaven,
    
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.                                     
       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 


the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

P    Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;                                                                                                            C    pray in the Holy Spirit.
P    Keep yourselves in the love of God;                                                                                                            C    look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P    If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:                                                                                                 C    Everything old has passed away; 
behold, everything has become new! 
P    God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.                                                                                                                          Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.

P    Gracious God,                                                                                                                                                                   C    have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
P    The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness and remission of all our sins.  Amen
OFFERING MOMENT
P    Let us pray our offering prayer, to bless the gifts that we continue to give in response to God’s gifts to us.                                                                                                          Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen
The Prayers
Drawn together by the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
Unite your church, O God.  Give to all the baptized the gifts of repentance and reconciliation.  Strengthen ecumenical partnerships, and interracial cooperation among the churches.  Guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches.                                                                                                                       O God, Leader of the church, in your mercy:

hear us and help us.
Protect your creation, O God.  Teach us ways to live that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care.  Give to the animals the habitat they need for life.  Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution.                                                    O God, Creator of the earth, in your mercy:

hear us and help us.
Bless the nations, O God.  Frustrate the designs of dictators.  Give to the military a clear and moral purpose.  Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward the well-being of all.  Infuse the coming election season with honesty and integrity.             O God, Governor of the world, in your mercy:

hear us and help us.
Guide our civil discourse, O God.  Alert us to social evils and show our nation how to end the patterns of racial injustice.  Accompany all endeavoring to bring about a renewed society.  Curb the violence in our cities.                                                                         O God, Haven of righteousness, in your mercy:
hear us and help us.
Tend to all in need, O God.  Assist all friends and family members who are seeking restored relationships.  Give community to the lonely and welcome to the outcast.  Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit, especially Marie, Carine, Liz, Sally, Cindy, Doris, Bob, Deb, Elmo, Mary Jean, Mary, Catharine, Mimi, Bev, Jane, Jack, Maudie and those we name before you.                                                                          O God, Physician of the sick, in your mercy:

hear us and help us.
Receive once again, O God, our pleas for the end of the coronavirus.  Comfort those afflicted with COVID-19 and uphold our medical workers.  Give youth a sense of responsibility for others and provide the world a vaccine.                                                        O God, Healer in times of plague, in your mercy:
hear us and help us.
Hear each one of us, O God, as we pray now for ourselves.                                                    O God, Lover of us all, in your mercy:


hear us and help us.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith.  As you equipped them, equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation.            O God, Eternal One, in your mercy:


hear us and help us.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen
SenDing Song
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5 Christ Jesus, be our present joy,
our future great reward;
our only glory, may it be
to glory in the Lord!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806—1876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561

6 All praise to you, ascended Lord;

all glory ever be
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
through all eternity!




Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE          Truro from “Psalmodia Evangelica” (1789)                 Franklin Ritter
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS
Rev. Thomas E. Darr
Organist:  Vickie Kissinger
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:    

Viewed online

Viewed Facebook live

Parking Lot Attendance











27
PRAYER CONCERNS

For those serving in the military…Christopher Buch (Susie Welsh’s grandson), Trinity Gilkey (Bauer’s), Jeremy Reifsnyder (J Reifsnyder), Richard Witwer (Maudie Witwer’s grandson)

For those with ongoing illness... Cindy Petersheim, Cy Seddon (J Kring), Jack Weaver
For the homebound… Mary Martin
For those afflicted with cancer... Sandra Bair (M Nuessle), Ritch Bedell (Bauer’s), Doris Bewley, Ed Carvell (J Oatman), Gail D. (Mary Jean Ludwig), Jeff Donahue (P Wallace), Robert Freeman (Mary Hafer), Isaiah Hoar and family (M J Ludwig), Connie Howe (V Haug), Nate Mohler (Mary Hafer’s son-in-law), Randy Royer (V Kissinger), Matt Sanger (T Wentzel), T Simmons, Jr. (Simmons’), Robyn Wiley (K Wallace)

For those facing or recovering from a hospitalization...Sally Dettra
For those in need of strength and comfort.. Richard Burkhart, Steve Cammauf (J Kring), Dan Carpenter (B Wallace), Michael Clause (Hartranft’s), Sierra Cortez (T Wentzel), the Craven family, Liz Darr, Amy DeFalco (J Kring), Bernice Dietrich (J Kring), Bob Dettra, Sister Phyllis Enck (D Lorah), Pat Feiler (H Kon), Darlene Ganse (J Kring), Scott Gockley (C Doman), Norma Good,  Don Griffith (Raffauf’s), Mary Hafer, Vickie Haug, Allen Kimball (W Kimball), Judy Kring, Deb Lorah, Elmo Lorah, Mary Jean Ludwig, Wanda Lutz (T Raffauf), Anna McComsey, Jack Martino (T Good), Catharine Messner, Samantha Moske (T Good), Israel Newswanger (L Burns), Mimi Nuessle, Andrea Ray (H Kon), Carolyn Seddon (J Kring), Carine Shorr (Darr’s), Bev Simmons, Shaun Sitkowski, Tim Stanley (T Wentzel), Tammy Stiffler (Haug’s), Lance Stoudt, Jane Sweigart, Carlos Terres (T Weaver), Tammy Weaver, Darlene Wentzel (T Wentzel), Maudie Witwer, Steve Young (T Weaver), the Zimmerman family (Bauer’s)

Underlined indicates names of members of the congregation.  Bold indicates names added since last week.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE please contact Pastor Darr at 717-320-3642 or Alvin McCoy at 610-286-9647.

September 13, 2020
LECTIONARY 24
Deep Waters of Forgiveness
Churches have different practices around baptism. In some churches, a small bowl holds just enough water to trickle a few drops over the head. In others, the bowl is wider and the water is splashed with the whole hand. In yet other churches, the person is fully immersed in a font large enough for them to go all the way underwater. Sometimes the water stays in the bowl, sometimes a bit splashes out, and sometimes the whole area around the font gets wet. But no matter the amount of water used, there’s always more where it comes from. God’s waters of forgiveness run deeper than we will ever know.

The waters of baptism are so deep that even a few sprinkles cover a lifetime of falling short. We are forgiven time and again for a myriad of sins. And because the weight of sin has been lifted from us, we are free to extend such forgiveness to others.

In fact, our faith depends on it. In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition for forgiveness is directly tied to our own willingness to forgive others: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.” Thankfully, we are not expected to conjure up such forgiveness on our own. We draw from the endless supply of divine reserves. Where we, and Peter, might have difficulty forgiving a mere seven times, Jesus reminds us that his kind of forgiveness can be measured on an exponential scale.

While our capacity for forgiveness may be limited, Jesus’ well of forgiveness is deep enough for all people and all matters of sin. When we find ourselves struggling to extend forgiveness to others, we return to the baptismal font. This is an overflowing well of love. Drawing from this water, we draw from the limitless supply of forgiveness.

Remembering our baptism, we are reminded not only that we are forgiven, but that we, too, are agents of forgiveness in the world.
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