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Memorial Day honors and commemorates the men and women who died while in the
military service of their country, particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds
sustained in battle. We spend time remembering those who lost their lives and could not
come home, reflecting on their service and why we have the luxury and freedom that we
enjoy today. On Veterans Day we set aside a day to thank and honor ALL who served—
in wartime or peacetime—regardless of whether they died or survived. Veterans Day is
observed officially on November 11, regardless of the day of the week on which it falls.
Originally called “Decoration Day,” from the early tradition of decorating graves with
flowers, wreaths and flags, for remembrance of those who have died in service to our
country in the Civil War. Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the
head of an organization of Union veterans — the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) —
established Decoration Day as a time for the nation to decorate the graves of the Union and
Confererate war dead with flowers. Union General John A. Logan declared that Decoration
Day be held May 30th to honor those who died from battle. (continued on page 7)

Quarantined Mother’s Day!

“Seven ways to show mom you care this year”
By Tatiana Diaz
Mother’s Day may look different this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t show our appreciation for moms if we’re still under quarantine.
We just need to get a little creative.
Now is the perfect time to think
outside the box and figure out how
to show the moms in our lives just
how much we care and love them.
The world has given us a challenge:
tell mom she’s special without telling
her face-to-face because, well, social
distancing. So if you’re looking for
some other ways to tell mom you
love her without compromising her
health, or your own, read on for some
ways to show mom some love on this
Quarantined Mother’s Day.
1. Call her - if mom doesn’t live
with you, spend some time with her
over the phone. Have a video chat with
her longer than a minute and really
listen to her. Ask about her day, how
Photo by Christian Bowen fron Unsplash
she’s holding up while on lockdown.
There will be a time when we can interact personally again, but for now a simple phone
call will do.
2. Give her a break - if the mom in your life is one with small children (like me) or
a mom with children still living at home, chances are she needs a break. Give her some
space. Let her have that much needed “me” time all moms crave. Send her to quarantine
herself alone in the bath with a good book if that’s her thing. Anything, really, to give
her a break, give it to her. She’ll appreciate it.
3. Do something for her - there’s always something that needs to be done, so why
not take this Mother’s Day to do that thing she’s been asking to get done for the last
six months? Does she need a room painted? A clean garage? (continued on page7)

Nurses Week May 6th - 12th

Recognizing Nurses as Crucial to Health Care
Across Florida, there are thousands of nurses with a passion and commitment to care
for others in their greatest times of need. They are the compassionate faces at the bedside
and the healing hands that work tirelessly to ensure that each
patient, adult or child, receives safe, quality health care.
During May 6th through May 12th, the Florida Department
of Health (DOH) is joining partners across the state to celebrate
National Nurses Week and highlight the diverse ways nurses
are working to improve health care. Today, there are more than
400,000 nursing professionals in Florida who play a vital role in
maintaining the health of Floridians.
Nursing is the most trusted profession in the country. Nurses
make up a large portion of Florida’s health care workforce. Almost
everyone has had an interaction with a nurse, whether it be in a
hospital, health clinic, private practice, home care setting or school environment where
nurses are often the primary caregivers and patient advocates.
According to Gallup’s 2018 Honesty
and Ethics Survey, more than four in
five Americans (84%) rate the honesty
and ethical standards of nurses as "very
high" or "high," earning them the top
spot among a diverse list of professions
for the 17th consecutive year. With the
exception of 2001, when firefighters
were on the list after the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, nurses have far outpaced all
other professions since their addition to
the list two decades ago.
Thank you for what you do for us.

What’s Inside The
Observer This Month...
• St. Augustine Shores:
All events and meetings cancelled
• St. Augustine South:
All events and meetings cancelled
• Computer Corner: Remote
Support - Who is on the other
end?
• Financial Focus: CARES Act
Offers Helps for Investers, Small
Business
• Sheriff’s Corner: COVID - 19
• Diaries of a Shores Grand-Dad
• Update - Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
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March 2020
Final Proof

Care and comfort, from our family to yours.
    

 

Join us the
4th Tuesday of each month
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Celebrating 25 years!
COMFORT & CARE.
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riversidecottagesALF.com




A Family Tradition

Family-founded and family owned,
Riverside Cottages is the caring choice
for your beloved one’s assisted living or
memory care needs. With our tranquil
neighborhood setting, world-class
dining, and high staff-to-resident ratio,
you can be conﬁdent that your family
member is receiving attentive care
and engaging lifestyle activities in a
homelike environment.
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Sensory Experience with the
Virtual Dementia Tour
• Hearing impairment • Low vision
• Hearing loss • Arthritis • Neuropathy
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to us, it’s personal
HHA299992686
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The purpose of the St. Augustine Observer
is to serve residents of St. Augustine area
Communities.
First priority will be given to reporting news
and activities of the residents of the St. Augustine
local communities, and other news and events that
directly affects the St. Augustine area. Second
priority will be given to articles of general interest
as space permits.
Information should be received by the 15th

of the month in order to appear in the following
month’s issue. Articles or information may be
sent to the St. Augustine Observer, 1965 A1A
South #120, St. Augustine Florida 32080-6509.
Information may also be e-mailed to clifflogsdon@
att.net.
All material submitted to the Observer is
subject to editing. Publishing of submitted letters
and information is at the discretion of the publisher.
Views and opinions expressed are those of the
writer and do not express the viewpoint of the
publisher or editorial staff of the Observer.
The Observer’s acceptance of advertising does
not constitute an endorsement or approval of any
product or services by the Observer or its staff. It
is agreed that the Observer and its staff will not
be held liable for information provided herein by
submitters/advertisers, including pictures, graphics,
websites and/or emails listed, that may have the
potential to constitute fraud or other violation of
law including copywriting infringements. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse advertising
that does not meet the publication’s standards.

The Observer offers free community classified listings for USPS selected addresses in
Southern St. Johns County and paid subscriptions. Classifed ads will not be printed without
a name, address and phone number included with the request. Free listings of 5 items or less
should be sent. Free ads Are Not for Business or Personal Service ads.
Business, Service, seeking work, etc. may be placed in the classified section: (1-4 lines)
$5, (5-8 lines) $10, (9-12 lines) $15, (13-16 lines) $20. These Ads should be paid in advance
before placed.
Send your listing and payment, if required, to Observer, 1965 A1A South #120, St.
Augustine, 32080-6509. You may email your ad to clifflogsdon@att.net. Deadline for all
listings or ads is the 15th of every month for the next monthly issue.

FOR SALE: Metal Storage Shed. 10’
x 10’ wired for 20 amp electric with 5
outlets. Very good shape. $1,200 or best
offer. Call Richard 352-226-0595.
FOR SALE: Antique Singer commercial
sewing machine 1900 to 1936 on large
work table. very good working condition.
$300.00 o.b.o. Please call. 386-643-9384 or
904-794-5637.
ROOM FOR RENT: Furnished room
for rent everything included including TV

Community Calendar

The Shores Service Corporation
Shores Homeowners Association
(904) 794-2000
www.staugshores.org
Shores Monthly Meetings

• Shores Service Corporation monthly meetings
are held on the second Thursday of each month.
Meetings are at 7 p.m. at the Riverview Club.
• Conquistador Condominium Board meetings
are held on the fourth Monday of each month at 6

p.m. at the Riverview Club.
• Fairview Condominium Board meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of every other month at
4 p.m. at the Fairview Condo club house.
• Greens Condominium Board meetings will
vary. Contact Jeff Edwards at Sovereign-Jacobs at
904-461-5556.
• Casa Bella Condominium 2020 Board
Meetings: March 16th- 6pm (Annual Meeting), April
20th- 6pm, May 4th- 6pm, June 15th- 6pm, July
20th- 6pm, August 17th- 6pm, September 21st- 6pm,
October 19th- 6pm, November 9th- 6pm, December
21st- 6pm. For Information contact Ellen Lumpkin
at 904-461-5556.

For more information please contact
Katie at (904) 377-3390 or email at
Community Calendar
KatieMonahanTaiChi@gmail.com
SASIA Meeting
St. Augustine South Improvement Assoc.
3rd
Wednesday
7:00 PM
709 Royal Rd. St Augustine, 32086
Please
join
us
and
bring
your
ideas on how
email: staugsouthimpassoc@gmail.com
to improve our wonderful neighborhood!
www.staugsouth.com
Connect with us on our Facebook.com and
Monthly Meetings at Clubhouse NextDoor.com pages: St. Augustine South
Improvement Association.
DAV Meeting -3rd Tuesday of the
SASIA Board Members
month DAV monthly meeting at 7pm.
President
- Alan Chappell
Bingo - Every Thursday at 1pm except
1st V.P. - Robert Kennedy
Holidays,light lunch, from 11:30 to 12:30.
2nd V.P. - Dave Whitaker
Open to the Public.
Secretary - Kate Anreise
Yoga - Join Registered Yoga Teacher
Treasurer - Margo Geer
Emily Flagler for Gentle Flow Yoga on
Board Member - Suzanne Godbout
Thursdays 5:30 - 6:30! Just bring your
yoga mat, towel, and water. Try your first
Board Member - Ruth Hope
class for free!
Board Member - Lindsay Ryan
Tai Chi - Join Instructor Katie
Board Member - Brad Hernandez
Monaghan for a donation based Tai
Board Member - Jerri Sue Dawson
Chi class on Tuesday’s at 6:00PM.
Board Member - Dan Kelly

and Internet. $150.00 a week. Call Trish
860-514-1325.
FOR SALE: Mac G5 desktop computer.
Lot of software. $100. Call 904-607-1410.
WANTED: I buy old record collections.
I am not a re-seller but a serious listener.
Your records will go to a good home. Call
John 904-325-9802
WANTED: Silver Coins, Gold and
Jewelry at great prices. Call Mike at 904501-1449.

Please support the businesses in the Observer!
They make this publication possible to you each
month... Thank you!

“Follow us on Instagram and Facebook: @staugustineobserver”

St. Augustine Shores

Community Classifieds

Closures & Cancellations

by Cliff Logsdon, Publisher/Editor
Due to continued concerns with COVID-19 in May, most events and meetings
that are normally posted in the Observer news section have been cancelled. That
included the events scheduled in St. Augustine South and St. Augustine Shores.
Hopefully, by our next issue of the Observer regular meetings and events will
resume. The Observer will continue to be published as long as our sponsor’s
support continues. Whenever you can, please support them.
Please refer to our websites and past issues to contact them individually
regarding schedules. You may go on line at www.StAugustineObserverOnline.
com and download issues if you do not have the last issue.
This is a trying time for all of us. Please take extra care to protect yourself
and your family. Stay informed and follow the guidelines that are set to help
protect us. BE SAFE!

St. Augustine South

Serving Jacksonville/Daytona/
Sanford/Orlando Airports

•
•
•
•
•

24/7 Door to door Service
Single party rides
Experienced, safe & Courteous Drivers
No gas or extra person surcharges
We even provide bottled water
For rates & reservations
call 910-299-8441 or email:
ajsairporttransportation@yahoo.com
“10% off of any ride”
Vehicle relocation service available

Find Joy at Shores
United Methodist!

724 Shores Boulevard
St. Augustine, Florida 32086
(904) 797-4416
www.shoresumc.org
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service

Rent our spacious & elegant ballroom space for your next event!

Fran’s Knitting Boutique
“Quality Yarns & Accessories”
• Hand Knitting
• Crochet
• Machine Knitting
• Classes Available

904-797-9951

2765 US 1 S., St. Augustine 32086

Repair & refinish bathtubs, sinks, tile,
countertops, Walkthru units, seats, grab
bars, non slip treatments for all floors,
tubs & showers

904-806-0360
www.mr-bathtub.com
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Wedding
Birthday
Baby Shower
Fund Raisers
Holiday Party
Class Reunion
Graduation Party

790 Chris�na Drive
St. Augus�ne, FL 32086

904.794.2000
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St. Augustine Shores

Club News

May 2020 Riverview Club Calendar

As per CDC guidelines, the Riverview Club will
follow the recommendation that all events of 10
people and more be cancelled/postponed to try
to halt the spread of the coronavirus.

Please go to our website for updates:
h�ps://www.staugshores.org/calendar

Sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.

If you have any questions, please call 904-794-2000.

May First Coast Card & Newcomers Club

1) First Coast Florida Lifestyles Newcomers Recreation Club
Card Playing Dates:
Tuesday, May 5th. County Park. St. Augustine 32095. Arrive: 2:15P. Cards-2:30P-5P. Limited
8 Attendees. No Food. Bring Your Own Beverage which cannot sit on our playing tables. Cell
Phones, from our Club Rules before, cannot sit on our playing tables. Limited 7 Attendees.
Tuesday, May 12th. County Park. St. Augustine, 32084. Arrive: 2:15PM. Cards:2:30P-5P.
Please...No Snacks, Refreshments, nor Food. Bring Your Own Beverage which cannot sit on our
playing tables. Cell Phones, as usual, cannot sit on our playing tables. Limited 7 Attendees.
Tuesday, May 19th. County Park. St. Augustine. 32095. Arrive: 2:15P. Cards-2:30P.-5P.Limited
8 Attendees. No Food. Bring Your Own Beverage which cannot sit on our playing tables. Cell
Phones, as usual, cannot sit on our playing tables. Limited 7 Attendees.
Tuesday, May 26th. County Park. St. Augustine. 32084. Arrive: 2:15P. Cards: 2:30P-5P. No
Food. Bring Your Own Beverage which cannot sit on our playing tables. Cell Phones, as usual,
cannot sit on our playing tables. Limited 7 Attendees.
Please Contact Our Club Organizers for further information & To Yes RSVP: 904-829-0643.
Phone Calls Welcome. No Texts. Both Men/Women. Smoke/Drug Free Club.
2) First Coast Florida Lifestyles Newcomers Recreation Club
Activities Event Dates:
Sunday, May 3rd. Outdoor Leisure Walking/Hike-2 Preserves-Orange County-Orlando. Arrive:
11AM-1PM. Contact Organizers for more information. Drive Up Pick Up Lunch after Walks.
Sunday, May 10th. Outdoor Leisure Walking/Hike- Preserve Trails-St. Johns County-Ponte
Vedra. Arrive: 10AM-12PM. Contact Organizers for more information. Drive Up Pick Up Lunch
after Walks.
Sunday, May 17th. Outdoor Leisure Walking/Hike-Forest & Wildlife Mgmt. Area-Volusia
County-Pierson, FL Arrive: 10:30AM-12:30PM. Contact Organizers for more information. Drive
Up Pick Up Lunch after Walks.
Sunday, May 24th. Outdoor Leisure Walking/Hike-2 Conservation Areas.-St. Johns CountySt. Johns, FL. Arrive: 10AM-12PM. Contact Organizers for more information. Drive Up Pick Up
Lunch after Walks.
Sunday May 31st. Outdoor Leisure Walking/Hike-3 Conservation Areas-Volusia/Seminole
Counties- Osteen, FL. Arrive: 11AM-1PM. Contact Organizers for more information. Drive Up
Pick Up Lunch after Walks.
Please Call Our Club Organizer To RSVP Yes, How To Join Our Club, for Venues & Addresses
To: 904-814-9612-Days/Evenings. Phone Calls/Texts Welcome. Both Men/Women. Smoke/Drug
Free Club.

“I only want cremation.”
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

669-1809

2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine
Formerly known as

JERRY’S MB
COMPLETE REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FOR
MERCEDES AND BMW

JORGE´S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
TRIM & FINE FINISH CARPENTRY
Custom Interior Woodwork
Cabinets • Closets • Shelves • Doors
REMODELING AND RESTORATION

Free Estimates (904) 315-8550
www.jorgeshandymanservice.com
Lic. # ST-7256

Shores References Available

Heritage Baptist Church
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Service
10:30 a.m.
Evening Services
5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Services 7 p.m.

EPIC THEATER

SR 207

2060 Dobbs Rd
(behind Epic Movie - turn at McDonalds)

829.5259

HUB0000014186-01 (3.278col, 3.28in x 4in) 08/19/2014 04:45 EST

1480 Wildwood Drive
St. Augustine, Fl 32086
904-824-8888

Licensed # CFC057849

SR 312

“A Warm & Friendly Fellowship”

WE DO
PLUMBING!

Guranteed Repairs
& Installation
Prompt 7 Day Service
Free Estimates

.

$ 20 00

824-1836
OFF

Limit one coupon per customer
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THE MACKAY TEAM
Over 23 Years of Professional Real Estate Experience

Just Listed In St. Augustine Shores
2BR 1.5BA
966 SF.
$203,900
Polly & Patrick MacKay
BROKER ASSOCIATE / REALTOR®

794 Viscaya Blvd.

Concrete
Block Home

SHORES RESIDENTS
#1 BEST TEAM 2 YEARS IN A ROW

904-461-0426 www.STAbeach.com
128 San Marco Ave. St. Augustine, FL 32084
Each Office Is Independently Owned & Operated.

(904) 824-1672
www.CraigFuneralHome.com
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S PREMIER AGENCY
FOR HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

We could save you HUNDREDS
on all your Insurance needs

• Home • Rentals • Life • Condo • Auto • Health

Shores & South Communities

Premier Agency for HOME Insurance
Desired Coverage
Yearly Premium*
$150000
$820
$160000
$830
$170,000
$847
$180,000
$862
$190,000
$899
$200,000
$922
$210,000
$951
$220,000
$980
$250,000
$1,077
DISCLAIMER: * BASED ON 1982 masonry
home, HIP roof less than 15 yrs old, $1000/2%
Deductibles, $300,000 liability, Replacement
cost coverage for home and personal contents.

FIRST FLORIDA INSURANCE

“QUOTE CHALLENGE”

Barbara & Norman
Sapp

Jane Beckett-Tucker
VP, Sales & Marketing

CALL, CLICK OR VISIT OUR LOCAL OFFICE
904-342-8115 • WWW.firstfloridainsurance.com
100 SOUTH PARK BLVD., SUITE 105 • ST. AUGUSTINE FL 32086

MEMBER (FAIA) • AFFILIATE MEMBER BOARD OF REALTORS • A&B RATED CARRIERS WITH AM-BEST Trusted Choice
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If you or a loved one are in need of Rehabilitation after a Hospital
Stay, we know your goal is to get Home as soon as possible.
Our Friendly and Professional Nursing and Rehabilitation staff will
get you or a loved one healthy with all the necessary skills you will
need to return home.
Please Call or Stop by for a Tour Today!

(904) 797-1800

M OULTRIE CREEK
NURSING & REHAB CENTER

200 Mariner Health Way
St. Augustine, FL 32086

YOUR BRIDGE BETWEEN THE HOSPITAL & HOME

www.MoultrieCreekRehab.com
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Mother’s Day!

Wildflower Meadow Group

(continued from page 1)

Whatever it is, do it for her, or with her. That is, if you live in the same house. If not, give
her an IOU and promise to help when it’s safe.
4. Hire a photographer for later - schedule a photo session with a local photographer for
later in the year so you have memories of that one year we were forced to stay home and
be couch heroes. This one is a triple-win because your mom (or wife or special person in
your life) will be happy because you’ll document
a time in your lives to cherish forever, you’ll be
happy because you’ve made her happy, and you’ll
have helped a local photographer recover from
the potential income loss due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Everybody wins.
5. Make her something - if you’re crafty, show
her your skills. There’s nothing like a homemade
gift to express just how much you care about
someone. She’ll appreciate that you took the time
to make her something unique and just for her.
When it’s done, mail it to her.
6. Write her a letter - if you’re not crafty, tell
her how special she is to you in a letter. Sure, you
can say the same in a text or a social media post,
but there’s nothing like receiving a handwritten letter that says, “Mom, I love you and
these are the reasons why…” to show your love and appreciation for her. You already
have the first sentence, so get to it.
7. Give her cash - whenever anyone in my family asked my grandmother what she
wanted for her birthday or Christmas or Mother’s Day her answer would always be the
same: cash. Sure, we gave her other gifts, but cold, hard cash was by far her favorite. It
may not be considered as a thoughtful gift (by who, I don’t know), but who cares? If any
of the moms in your life need help financially it may not be a bad idea to offer to pay a
utility bill this month or give her some cash to get by.
However you spend Mother’s Day this year, remember that it doesn’t matter what
you give her on this special day. What truly matters is that you show her some love and
appreciation for everything she did, does, and will do for you and your family. Soon we’ll
be able to show our moms weObserver
love them by
taking
them to her favorite restaurant or take
Proof
Revised
her to a show or go sightseeing in our beautiful
city.
July 2019 In the meantime, stay safe, wash your
hands, practice social distancing and soon we’ll be able to go back to our new-normal
AddedHappy
Addresses
lives. To all the moms out there reading:
Mother’s Day and stay safe!

Mother’s Day
May 10th

EYE
CENTER
OF ST. AUGUSTINE
THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

Paul W. Hund III M.D. Todd P. Thompson M.D.

N. Patrick Hale M.D.

Russell W. Nelligan M.D.* Michael A. Dagostino O.D. Todd S. Hockett O.D.
*Cornca Specialist

1400 US Highway 1 South
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Just North of Target

904.829.2286

10 Florida Park Drive, Ste A
Palm Coast, FL 32137

386.445.1279

Best Vision Center
12 Years
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• Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery
• Diabetic Eye
Exams
• Glaucoma/Retinal
Disease
• All Eye Laser
Procedures
• Ophthalmic
Plastic
Surgery
• Optical Shop On
Premises

by Cindy Taylor
The coronavirus doesn’t affect the meadow and has no stay-at-home orders. It’s home
all the time anyway. It adapts to changes
in temperatures, dry and wet seasons, and
it’s reassuring to know that, left to its own,
it survives and grows.
At our monthly meeting early in April
a few brave souls came, kept our social
distances, and worked to enhance the
meadow for spring. Russell trimmed back
the Fakahatchee grasses by the sidewalk
in the upper meadow and now the grasses
will grow back stronger. Judy pulled out
lawn grasses threatening the rosinweed
and mulched around them to protect them
from more invasive lawn grasses. She
used the fakahatchee clippings for mulch,
because there are no seed heads in them, and used them to protect the meadow beauty in
the upper meadow near the fakahatchee. The rest of us pulled lawn grasses away from
wildflowers because we didn’t have to keep a social distance from the meadow.
The most prolific flower early in April is the Spiderwort, but you won’t see its
blossoms if you go to the meadow in the afternoon.
They bloom only in the morning. The following is
an excerpt of an article Gail Compton wrote about
this flower. Gail was a St. Johns county naturalist
and gave nature walks every Saturday. She also
wrote articles every week for The Record.
“In early spring, spiderwort’s grass-like clumps
of long green leaves emerge and then sprout stalks,
each topped by a cluster of buds. I counted 25 buds
in one cluster. Every morning one to three buds
open into bright blue flowers and then from noon
to 2 PM these flowers are reabsorbed into the plant
(no dead petals on the ground). Look closely at
this amazing wildflower: three intense blue petals
with six yellow stamens in the center. Variations of
lavender, pink, and white spiderworts are found in
Florida and other states.”
We meet at the meadow near the Riverview
clubhouse at about 8:30 the first Saturday of each month. Sometimes we drive to local
parks or on back country roads looking for wildflowers, identifying, and photographing
them. We’re an informal group without officers or dues and hope you will join us.
Call Cindy at 904-797-3931 for more information.

Memorial Day May 25th

(continued from page 1)
In early America, people visited cemeteries and memorials, and volunteers often
placed flags on each gravesite in national cemeteries usually in late summer and was
an occasion for family reunions and picnics. America’s need for a secular, patriotic
ceremony to honor its military dead became prominent, as monuments to fallen soldiers
were erected and dedicated, and ceremonies centering on the decoration of soldiers’
graves were held in towns and cities throughout the nation.
The first national celebration of Memorial Day took place May 30, 1868, at Arlington
National Cemetery. In 1873, New York was the first state to designate Memorial Day
as a legal holiday. After World War I, the day expanded to honor those who have died
in all American wars. In 1971, Memorial Day became a national holiday by an act of
Congress; we now show our honor and repect annually on the last Monday in May.

319 West Town Place, Ste 8
St. Augustine, FL 32092
World Golf Village

904.940.9200

800 Zeagler Dr., Ste 120
Palatka, FL 32177
ACCREDITED

386.328.8369

AAAHC Accredited
Surgery Center

ACCREDITATION
ASSOCIATION for
AMBULATORY
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

St. Augustine Shores
Want Condo life? Need Ground Floor? Look no further, this 3/2 condo
is waiting for you!The interior has been repainted completely and new
carpet installed. The Conquistador Condos offer many amenities for your
pleasure. This unit is spacious and the 3rd bedroom can be used as a
den or office space. The beautiful screened porch allows you to enjoy all
the wonderful outdoors all year long. $171,000. 39 Catalonia Ct.

1670 US 1 South St.
Augustine, FL 32084
Office: 901-825-2700
Independently Owned & Operated

Berta Odom
Cell: 904-466-0114

E-Mail: propertybyberta@aol.com
Web: www.bertabythebeach.com
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"Diaries of a Shores Grand-Dad"
by Dirk Schroeder

Last month I started out urging everyone
to be counted in the 2020 Census. This month
there is a different count that is valued –
whether you’re infected or not.
With origins in bats and wild birds and
with their evolution in other animals, in
particular in wet markets and in animal
farms, microorganisms have been randomly
or deliberately making plans to reduce the
human species for a very long time. Pathogens,
that which produces disease, create their own
natural paths until they find their paths into
human beings (their evolution). Then we, as
humans, end up evolving as a result and we
end up changing our paths.
On December 16th, a patient who worked
at a “wildlife” market in China was admitted
into a hospital with a lung infection that was
resistant to anti-flu drugs. Ten days later,
health officials in Wuhan announce that a
"new virus" is causing the illness. Nearly a
month later (January 14th), the World Health
Organization announces that Chinese officials
have seen "no clear evidence of human to
human transmission". On January 15th, the
first person to bring the pathogen to the US is
leaving China. On January 18th, a celebration
of the Chinese Lunar New Year takes place
bringing in 10’s of thousands to share in food
and celebration. On the 20th, the virus arrives
in South Korea and a top Chinese doctor
announces that the virus can be transmitted
from person to person. On January 23rd, 5
million people set their path out of Wuhan
without being screened. On January 31st,
travel restrictions were put in place to stop the
path of persons traveling out of China to the
US (the CDC started doing health screenings
at the largest US International airports as
early as the 17th). The human paths have set

the pathogen in motion.
The paths that humans travel (with or
without a Pathogen) and the exponential
connections that humans make in the process
show us how small the world is today. Inside
of two months, almost everyone on the planet
changed their ordinary paths. We, like the
pathogen, adapted quickly to avoid coming
in contact with the pathogen. If there are
lessons to be learned, humans should be smart
enough to change their paths quickly so that
in the future they may change the outcome of
a pathogen outbreak. I have never believed
that history repeats itself. History provides an
opportunity for us to always better ourselves
– to evolve. There have been many pathogens
in recent history (SARS, MERS, Ebola, Zika,
the avian varieties, the flu) that is why naming
this one seems somewhat trivial as there will
be many more different pathogens over the
coming generations. Pathogens will evolve
and future versions will find a new path into
humans again – randomly and deliberately.
Will we have learned to change our paths,
evolve our behavior and change the path
of history? I believe that we can learn from
history so that we can create new paths.
This Easter weekend as billions around
the world reflect on the resurrection, we can
reflect on the path that Jesus took throughout
his life. Certainly, he could have walked
different paths since he was aware of his
destiny on the cross. He could have denied his
affiliation. Those around him did not have to
follow his path either -but they did. His path
paved the way for the path to salvation for
all of humanity despite the fact that humans
crucified him. They essentially stopped him
in his path and he showed them the path in his
resurrection – Faith over fear.

St Augustine South Improvement Association (SASIA)
Upcoming Schedule of Events 2020

by Ruth Hope
Out of an abundance of caution and to comply with the Safer at Home Executive
Order 20-91, SASIA has cancelled all meetings and activities until May 15, 2020. At that
time, the Board will make a further
determination on future events.
Meanwhile here is a project
that a parent might enjoy with
preschoolers and elementary
school age children! Some of
you will have participated in the
“bear hunt” and the “Easter egg
hunt”. This project is a little like
that although you don’t have to
look into windows for pictures
of bears or Easter eggs. There
are some amazing mail boxes
around St. Augustine South and
you might take a wander and see
how many different and interesting
mailboxes you can find. We have
large mouthed fish, sailboats,
light houses and more: even a
manatee that is often dressed for
the season!
Which is your favorite mailbox
and why? Can you draw a picture
of your favorite mailbox?
It sure has been refreshing to see more
people out walking, biking, gardening and
fixing up their homes like never before. The
stories of people helping people have been
incredible. I am proud of the way that most of
our residents have contained the outbreak and
even more proud of our medical heroes, first
responders, civil servants and food providers
for helping our community. Our merchants are
eager to come back. Our tourists are eager to
come back. Everyone just wants to get back to
their regular lives – their well-trodden paths.

Let’s pretend that pathogens, like the flu and
the dozens of other ordinary pathogens, are
always out there waiting for their opening
and ready to find their path back into humans.
Stay healthy. Respect each others’ space.
Always sanitize your hands before touching
your face. Keep your Immune System (your
Lymphatic System) strong. Eat lots of fruits
and vegetables. Exercise regularly and take
vitamin and mineral supplements. On that
note I wish you all, as always, a Sunshine
(Vitamin D) State of Mind.

ONLY YOU KNOW & I KNOW

With all of the market information that I provide, you
might be under the false impression that I do not help people
in marketing and/or buying real estate. I do not use sites like
Zillow to promote myself because they are NOT in the real
estate business and we do not need 100’s of websites to sell real
estate. I like promoting properties on realtor.com, century21.
com, our local website c212020.com and I use Loopnet/CoStar
to promote commercial properties. Here is what I have sold so
far this year:
• 95 King Street – Commercial Office Building - $610,000. I
represented Seller and Buyer.
• 312 Shamrock Rd. – Home in St. Aug South - $212,000.
Kristin Purdy and I represented Sellers.
• 137 Washington St. – Home Downtown - $469,000. Lenny
Byrd and I represented Sellers.
• Dobbs Rd at Kings Estates Rd. – Industrial Acreage $465,000 – I represented Seller and Buyer.

• Vacant Lot on US 1 South - $40,000 – I represented Seller
and Buyer.
• Pending – Home on 1.25 Acres – List Price $215,000 – I
represent the Seller and Buyers
• 516 Caliente Place – Home in San Savino – List Price
$369,000 – I represent the Sellers
• 6914 Cypress lake Ct. – Home in Cypress Point – List Price
$374,500 – I represent the Seller
• 505 Caliente Place – Home in San Savino – List Price
$419,900 – I represent the Sellers and Buyers
• 966 Alcala Drive – Waterfront Home in The
Shores – $450,000 – I represent the Buyers
• 424 Gallardo Circle – Home in San Savino
- $489,900 – I represent the Seller and Buyers
I am running low on Single Family Listings
right now so IF YOU WOULD LIKE HELP
SELLING YOUR HOME please call me.
I work on only 10 Single Family homes at a
time so as to give each seller and property
professional attention.

Dirk Schroeder

Direct: 904-540-2360

2820 US 1 S. St. Augustine FL 32086

St. Augustine Observer - May 2020

News From Around
St. Johns County
St. Johns County Update
Coronavirus (COVID-19)

As we go into May the shelter in place
and social distance order is scheduled to
expire April 30th if not renewed in St.
Johns County. The latest information from
St. Johns County Emergency Management
of May 26th is updated below. The state
and county will be meeting and providing
updates for May. To see the full report visit
www.sjcemergencymanagement.com.
To date there have been 204 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in St. Johns County
with 35 hospitalizations and four deaths.
There were 4,577, tests in St Johns County.
In Florida there were 31,528 casess, 4,957
hospitalizations and 1,074 deaths.
COVID-19 testing continues to increase.
These are the current collection testing
sites:
• Flagler Health+: 400 Healthpark Blvd.
outdoors in a tent. Also offers reduced rate
for doctor online who may not have a primary
doctor to determine testing or prescribe
medication. See: www.flaglerhospital.org.
• Florida Department of Health: 200
San Sebastian View. Specimen collection is
by apppointment only who meet the CDC
criteria for testing. Call center opens daily
8am-6pm at 904-209-3250.
• Avencia Medica: Julington Creek 1633
Race Track Rd, St. Johns. Open 8am-8pm MonFri and 8am-5pm Sat-Sun. Collection is in a
tent and people should wait in their vehicles for
paperwork. Call 904-230-6988 or visit www.
avecina.com/our-services/urgent-care/.

• Med One Urgent Care: 841 S Ponce
De Leon Blvd Suite 4, St. Augustine, FL
32084. Open from 9am-7pm Mon-Fri, and
9am-5pm Sat-Sun. Collection billed as a
doctor’s visit and/or lab test. For additional
information call 904.436.1553 or visit
https://medoneatsaintaugustine.com/
• CareSpot: 2095 US Highway 1 S, Saint
Augustine, FL 32086. Call 904-429-0001.
Open 7 days a week 8am– 8pm. Please
call ahead for an appointment. Must be
symptomatic, healthcare worker, healthcare
provider or first responder. Other sites:
Nocatee - 151 Pine Lake Dr Ste B, Ponte
Vedra, FL 32081 . Call 904-543-3677. Also
70 Durbin Pavilion Dr Ste 101, Saint Johns,
FL 32259. Call 904-295-0038.
St. Johns County Emergency Operations
Center Citizens Information Center can be
reached by phone at 904-824-5550. If you
need additional information about COVID19 please see these websites:
• Centers for Disease Control: https://www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
• Florida Department of Health: http://
www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-andconditions/COVID-19/index.html
• Florida Governors COVID-19 Hotline:
1-866-779-6121 (open 24 hours a day)
• Florida Division of Emergency
Management: https://www.floridadisaster.org/
• St. Johns County Government
Coronavirus Response: http://www.sjcfl.us/
coronavirus/

Volunteer Opportunities
St. Johns County Boards and Committees

The St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners provides residents who
have an interest in serving their community and participating in local government with
a variety of board and committee opportunities. The volunteer positions consider and
make recommendations regarding a myriad of topics including planning and zoning
issues, development projects, libraries, parks and recreation facilities and programs, and
arts, culture, and tourism matters. The following boards and committees are currently
accepting applications:
• Adjustment and Appeals Board (application deadline May 15, 2020)
• Architectural Review Committee (application deadline May 15, 2020)
• Health and Human Services Advisory Council (application deadline May 15, 2020)
• North Coastal Corridor Overlay District Design Review Board (application deadline
May 15, 2020)
• Mid- Anastasia Design Review Board (application deadline May 15, 2020)
• South Anastasia Design Review Board (application deadline May 15, 2020)
Please visit the Boards and Commission Webpage at www.sjcfl.us/Boards to view
the requirements and duties of each board and committee, download an application, or
contact the Board of County Commissioners office at 904.209.0300 or mlundquist@sjcfl.
us for more information.

Robert C. Kelsey MD
Accepting New Patients
Board Certified
Cardiology and Internal Medicine

(904) 827-0078
2720 U.S. HWY 1 SOUTH, STE B
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086

St. Johns County
Sheriff’s Corner
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By David Shoar, St. Johns County Sheriff

COVID - 19
On behalf of the men and women of the
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office, I would
like to thank our citizens and visitors for the
cooperation you have demonstrated thus far
during the current medical/health crisis. I
have personally traveled extensively around
the county over the past month and have
witnessed many acts of kindness, compassion
and understanding. These are certainly
unprecedented times, and it will continue to
require collaboration and patience from us all.
While we continue to coordinate with our
health and emergency management partners to
release accurate information, some anonymous
social media “posts” have also created
unnecessary concerns. Several social media
posts in outside Florida communities have
warned of individuals wearing lab coats and
representing themselves as CDC officials. The
posts are warning of an offer to test individuals
for Covid-19, but intend to victimize you
by committing a home invasion robbery.
Currently, there have been NO such verified
events. Additionally, text messages have
also been circulating claiming to be from the
United Nations or other authorities, ordering a
shutdown or quarantine of “your” community.
These are also fictitious communications.
While there are many legitimate sites you
can visit to stay updated and I suggest the
following for accurate information within
Florida and St. Johns County. The sites that

you may find valuable are, Florida Health,
St. Johns County Government, as well as, the
Cities of St. Augustine and St. Augustine Beach
websites. To help you get to the right location,
their website addresses are: www.floridahealth.
gov; www.co.st-johns.fl.us; www.citystaug.
com and www.staugbch.com. Of course, you
can always garner Sheriff’s Office related
information at www.sjso.org or our various
social media platforms listed below.
Many of you have grown uneasy about the
future under our current circumstances, and
understandably, there are questions on how to
proceed, what do we say to our children, and
when can we get back to normal. Our primary
objective during this crisis is to provide
assistance to our citizens by being very visible
and helping where we can. All of you can be
certain the men and women of the St. Johns
County Sheriff’s Office will remain on duty and
be ready to serve you throughout this healthcare
crisis. Take care of yourselves, your families,
and to the extent possible, your neighbors.
I hope this information assists you and your
family during these unprecedented times. Of
course please feel free to contact me anytime at
my e-mail address at dshoar@sjso.org. Also,
be sure to sign up for the Sheriff’s Office social
media sites on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
or Next Door, and you are sure to receive
important updates anytime. Stay safe and God
bless all of you.

SBA Small Business Loans

Recently the President signed the “Paycheck Protection Program and Health
Care Enhancement Act” that provides an additional $310 BILLION for the Small
Business Administration’s now exhausted Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). In
addition, the legislation provides an additional $60 BILLION for disaster loans
through the SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan program (EIDL).
If you have already applied through your financial institution for the PPP,
you should contact your bank and check on the status of your application. If
you have not already applied for the PPP, go to: https://www.sba.gov/document/
sba-form--paycheck-protection-program-borrower-application-form. Download
the application, gather together the requested information, contact your bank or
lending institution, complete the form and apply ASAP.
For information on the SBA's Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program,
go to: https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/
economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance. Because the Act was just
signed in Aprl, the web links above may not reflect the new funding until the first
part of May.

TEMPLE BET YAM

A Reform Congregation
Led by Rabbi Dr Nadia Siritsky
2055 Wildwood Dr., St. Augustine, FL 32086
Religious School
904-819-1875 • www.templebetyam.org

Will Russell

• Shores Resident
• Real Estate Agent
• Whether Buying or Selling
I can help make it happen!
Call Now for a Free Market
Analysis of your Property!!!!

521 A1A Beach Blvd.
St.
Augustine, FL 32080
(904) 814-7305
Office
(904) 461-8878
will@EndlessSummerRealty.com
Fax
(904)
461-8879
"Helping Dreams Come True"
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Computer Corner
by Steven Aldrich
904-479-5661

Information Provided by
Edward Jones

Remote Support ~ Who
is on the other end?

CARES Act Offers Help for
Investors, Small Businesses

With the advent of Coronavirus,
many services are no longer immediately
available to us. Getting help with your
computer, while essential to you, does not
seem to be listed on the US Government’s
“Essential Services” List. This could leave
you wondering what to do if there is an
issue with your computer. The big box
stores are no longer allowing you to drop it
off for repair. This is very understandable,
given that their employees are staying
home.
Many tech support firms have moved
their technicians to Remote Support roles.
This opens up a big potential for fraudsters.
PLEASE make sure that you know the
person that you are granting remote access
to your computer. You should only grant
remote access to someone you know.
First Coast Computer Services Remote
Service:
My company has been providing remote
service for years here in St Augustine. See
my ad on this page.
In-Person Support Protocols:
If your computer is not running or
we are unable to start a remote support
session, I have put in place protocols for
any in-person, or on-site service:
1. We will set a time for me to pick up
the computer.

2. When I arrive, I will be wearing a
mask (to protect you)
3. I ask that you observe the 6’ distance
rule (to protect me)
4. I will bring along disinfecting wipes
and wipe the computer down
5. I will disconnect and remove the
computer
a. If you have a laptop, please have it
and the power cord ready for me to pick
up at the door.
6. Then I will wipe down any surfaces
which I have touched and leave.
Typically, I can return a computer the
next day, but we will discuss timing once
we know what we are dealing with in your
specific case.
Regardless of who you might contact
to repair your computer, please be certain
that they are reputable, and that you know
and trust them. We probably should expect
an increase in fraudulent activities during
this pandemic.
Steven Aldrich is a technology advisor
with decades of experience as an IT
Director and is the owner of First Coast
Computer Services. Contact Steven if
you need a trusted advisor to come to
your business or home and help with
your technology. See my ad on this page.
Steve@fccspro.com or (904) 479-5661.

Computer Problems?
$89

Financial Focus

Standard Service Call

At Your Home or Business
OR

$49 REMOTE Service
call for details

Testimonial:
We called Steve and within minutes he had us set up for remote service. He
remotely solved our issues quickly. What a great way to stay safe! No-one had
to come here, and we did not need to go out. This Covid thing did not stop us
from getting help. THANKS STEVE

(904) 479-5661

info@fccspro.com

w w w.fccspro.com

Ask about our discount for Veterans

As we go through the coronavirus
crisis, we are all, first and foremost,
concerned about the health of our loved
ones and communities. But the economic
implications of the virus have also weighed
heavily on our minds. However, if you’re
an investor or a business owner, you just
got some help from Washington – and it
could make a big difference, at least in the
short term, for your financial future.
Specifically, the passage of the $2 trillion
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Act offers, among other
provisions, the following:
• Expanded unemployment benefits
– The CARES Act provides $250 billion
for extended unemployment insurance,
expands eligibility and provides workers
with an additional $600 per week for four
months, in addition to what state programs
pay. The package will also cover the selfemployed, independent contractors and
“gig economy” workers. Obviously, if
your employment has been affected, these
benefits can be a lifeline. Furthermore, the
benefits could help you avoid liquidating
some long-term investments you’ve
earmarked for retirement just to meet your
daily cash flow needs.
• Direct payments – Individuals will
receive a one-time payment of up to
$1,200; this amount is reduced for incomes
over $75,000 and eliminated altogether
at $99,000. Joint filers will receive up to
$2,400, which will be reduced for incomes
over $150,000 and eliminated at $198,000
for joint filers with no children. Plus,
taxpayers with children will receive an
extra $500 for each dependent child under
the age of 17. If you don’t need this money
for an immediate need, you might consider
putting it into a low-risk, liquid account as
part of an emergency fund.
• No penalty on early withdrawals –
Typically, you’d have to pay a 10% penalty
on early withdrawals from IRAs, 401(k)s and
similar retirement accounts. Under the CARES
Act, this penalty will be waived for individuals
who qualify for COVID-19 relief and/or in

plans that allow COVID-19 distributions.
Withdrawals will still be taxable, but the taxes
can be spread out over three years. Still, you
might want to avoid taking early withdrawals,
as you’ll want to keep your retirement accounts
intact as long as possible.
• Suspension of required withdrawals
– Once you turn 72, you’ll be required to
take withdrawals from your traditional
IRA and 401(k). The CARES Act waives
these required minimum distributions for
2020. If you’re in this age group, but you
don’t need the money, you can let your
retirement accounts continue growing on a
tax-deferred basis.
• Increase of retirement plan loan limit
– Retirement plan investors who qualify
for COVID-19 relief can now borrow up
to $100,000 from their accounts, up from
$50,000, provided their plan allows loans.
We recommend that you explore other
options, such as the direct payments, to
bridge the gap on current expenses and if
you choose to take a plan loan work with
your financial adviser to develop strategies
to pay back these funds over time to reduce
any long-term impact to your retirement
goals.
• Small-business loans – The CARES
Act provides $349 billion to help small
businesses – those with fewer than 500
employees – retain workers and avoid closing
up shop. A significant part of this small
business relief is the Paycheck Protection
Program. This initiative provides federally
guaranteed loans to small businesses who
maintain payroll during this emergency.
Significantly, these loans may be forgiven
if borrowers use the loans for payroll and
other essential business expenses (such as
mortgage interest, rent and utilities) and
maintain their payroll during the crisis.
We’ll be in a challenging economic
environment for some time, but the CARES
Act should give us a positive jolt – and
brighten our outlook.
This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.
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Dawn Delivers Dreams

Dawn Gould

904-669-0680

My website features
the BEST in Real
Estate search
capabilities. It is
easy-to-use and
updated by the
ofﬁcial Realtor®’s
database every
15 minutes!

Voted Best of
St. Augustine
21 Years in a Row!

Broker Associate, GRI, CDPE, CAM
www.dawndeliversdreams.net

Casa Benedetto’s
Ristorante

“Authentic Homemade
Italian Specialties and Desserts”
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“Open from 12-7pm for carryout.
Free delivery to Shores area 4pm-7pm.”

3DOHQFLD3UHVV
(904) 471-5999

"Join Our Lunch Club Buy 10 Lunches, Get One FREE"
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197 Blackford Way Unit F  Since 1980, All American Air has been serving St. Augustine and its
Shores Village Plaza US 1 behind Walgreens

surrounding counties including St. Johns, Flagler, and Putnam. Our

areas of expertise include warranty and non-warranty service work
on all makes and models of AC units, preventative maintenance
service agreements, new construction installations, and equipment
replacement with high-efficiency systems. We offer a full range of
high-efficien filtration and
indoor air quality products, including high-efficiency
ultra-violet air sanitizing equipment. We take great pride in providing
quality service and installations, in turn gaining a customer for life.
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Bigger Selection,
Great New Location!

904-824-4311
1670 U.S. 1 South
Near Home Depot

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE
www.staugustineflooring.com
info@yourfriendsinflooring.com

Please call or email to verify our
Covid19 restrictions before you visit us.
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